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Founding Congress of Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, 1915

Opening of First International Congress of Women at
The Hague, 1915, Left to right: Mme, Thoumaiam, Armenia; Leopoldina
Kulka, Austria; Miss Hughes, Canada; Rosika Schwimmer, Hungary; Dr
Anita Augspurg, Germany; Jane Addams, USA, President of the Congress;
Eugenie Hamer, Belgium; Dr. Aletta Jacobs, Presgédent of the Dutch
Executive Committee; Chrystal MacMillan, Great Britain; Rosa Genoni,
Italy; Anna Kleman, Sweden; Thora Daugaard, Denmark; Louise Keilhau,
Norway. The Congress created the organization named a few years
later The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom.



INTRODUCTION

NEVER BEFORE IN HISTORY have women made hlstory as they are making
it today.

There have been other feminists in other times. But never has the
women's movement moved so extensively and perva51ve1y,~--nor has the
promise of its impact for change been so compelling.

Official recognition of this worldwide phenoménon was given by the
United Nations' designation of 1975 as International Women's Year, and
its initiation-of action projected for the following decade. ~

Its goals, "Equality, Development, Peace" are revolutionary con-
cepts. Their attainment implies radical changes in our 11ves and our
1nst1tut10ns.

Is our collective consciousness sufficiently raised? Are we pre-
pared to change our lifestyles and our thinking as well as the need to
break through institutional rigidities? Do we recognize the scale of
the opportunity before us? Will society be any different if and when
women bbtain equal voice? ‘ iy : : -

The sceptics say there will be no-difference. The reigns of
queens and "presidentas" have been ifidistinguishable from those of
their male counterparts. Women are just as competitive and violent as
men, they say. '

Optimists see an unprecedented opportunity for women to make the
difference between a world society marked by blatant discrimination,
economic injustice and rampant militarism, to one that more nearly
approximates the ideals of equality, development and peace. They see
women as potentially the largest and most dynamic pressure group,
which by united action, could turn the tide, Either guided by natural
attributes (whether biologically or sociologically determined), or
simply as enlightened observers of the manmade horrors of the present



scene, women have the numbers, the capabllltles, and the emerging
power to change the course of history.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom opts for
the optimists' view. Even without certainty of success, the struggle
gives added meaning and high purpose to our lives. As WILPF begins

~its seventh decade of action for the goals expressed in its name.
(goals conceptually interchangeable with those of the International
‘Women's Year) we rejoice in the promise of the International Women's
Decade. Feminists in action since the early days, we look forward

" to the later day when the principles of our international women's

movement will be so woven into the worldlife network that its organi-
zations will no longer be needed.

Until then, they may be fherenérgiZing force from which basic
change is made.

This booklet is an attempt to help people listen to 51gn1f1cant
women and women listen to one another. To the extent that it iden-
tifies leaders it is net for the purpose of exalting individuals but
simply to present their ideas in the hope of encouraging all women to
exert leadership in the cause hopefully defined by Friedan as '"the
shortest road to humanism."

- The women in this contemporary sampler represent differing ideo-
‘logies, regions and perspectives. ‘Each is amply qualified by expe--
rience and achievement to speak. No one, however, including the
editor, could be expected to agree with all of them. Their signifi-
cance is multiplied by their awareness that ' co

there cannot be -equality where there is injustice and war
there cannot be development where there is war and oppression
there cannot be peace where there is oppression and injustice

I am grateful to each and all of the women herein who took the
time to write down their thoughts as they go. about maklng -~and
changing, hlstory.

i

Kay -Camp
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Partial view of ‘a meeting at the 25th session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of
Women, held from 14 January to. 1 February, 1974, The session recommended the convening of a

World Conference during International Women's Year,



KUSALA ABHAYAVARDHANA

Member- of Parliament, Sri Lanka.

Attended a Buddhist Girls' School,
University of Sri Lanka and London
School of Economies. Studied Social
Seiences t Soeial worker in London,~
then Colombo, Contested a seat =
for Colombo Municipal Council.
Eleven years later was elected to .
Parliament, where she voted for
agrarian reform even though losing
most of her land.

President of Sri Lanka WILPF.
Instrumental in forming National
Cormittee for IWY, first Joint
Secretary.

A headline in little Sri Lanka announcing the d651gnat10n of
1975 as IWY read "UN Sponsors Women's Lib," It sounded a bit flip-
pant and I hoped that it did not distort the true purposes for which
this year was so named.

In my country, for over 30 years, girls have had access to free
education as much as the boyss As for the women, if -they needed to.
1mprove their status in society, they have had the use of the vote -
since 1931, Therefore, as far as.I am Concerned - this yeéar: is not
only for women 's 11berat10n but. for the liberation of. the whole of
our society from the shackles that keep us 1mprlsoned in our povertyr_
and unemployment. Nature has endowed ‘this little island, as well as
the world, with plentiful resources. There is no ‘need: at all that
poverty and unemployment should exist anywhereo ‘ '

~We-feel that the aims of. IWY have been. formulated to give great«ﬁ
er emphasis to this total strugglé; this is why in Sri Lanka the Na-.
tional Comnittee for IWY is comprised of men's as- well as women's or-
ganizations. Together we endorse:the idea that when we achieve
liberation for our society, women: will be: 11berated ‘not._once but :
twice over.. May International Women's Year. be the’ harblnger of real -
peace and freedom for my country and the rest of the world.




BELLA ABZUG

I salute the gains that women are making in education, develop-
ment, human rights, and civic improvement, We are finding that we
v;tan unite and work together around the world to make substantial
" changes in living conditions.

Butgln the most vital,-area, world peace, no comparable progress

en: St ba51c decisions, determining the life oxr. =~
ire still made by men, In almost every na- . . ..
s-.and in the United Natlons, all-male.war.. S
rsue the strategy of deterrence through mugﬂx,

f: conditioning have. set their. minds in pat=--.

, and bluster. But such games are far: too
can now be blown up- by accident:or mi

, ~ maJor improvement in’ the 11ves of human ,
'_belngs so long as the world is willing to spend $250 billion a year
for: armaments. ‘Societies geared to war cannot use -their resources -
to. better peoples!’ 11ves. They are locked into a pattern of threat

and counter-threat regardless of the tremendous waste involved.'

 Women have had ‘a different conditioning, with species survival
‘their primary concern. We must begin to interpose this awareness be-
‘"tween the acts of men and their disastrous consequences., We must
- ‘become part of deliberations on the highest levels of government in
_every country. We must press for genuine disarmament. not merely ag-
‘agreements’ that actually raise the level of nuclear weapons. And in
the process, we must never lose sight of our universal sisterhood and
~ the oneness of the human race.

Unzted States Congresswoman
Chair, Subcommittee on Goverr- =
ment Information and Indivtdualj
Rights. ' Chair, Democratic Study
" Group Task Force on Women. Out-
‘spoken proponent for womens'
- rights and- other humanttarzan
eauses.
A founder- of Nattonal Wbmens
Political Caucus. -Member . ‘- :
- National Commission on Obser—:-
vance -of IWY. - Candidate fbr
o Unzted States..Senate. . - ',
Murrzed with. two daughters.u';




_ HORTENSIA BUSSI DE-ALLENDE

The exiled widow of the martyred former Pr‘
is a leader of the worldwtde resistance to Chile
ment and of the struggle to free Chtlean poZtt

On behalf of the Chilean women ‘who are suf
dictatorship; I salute all ‘organizations which:énga
toward fulfilling thevrole 'of women in a: compl
women, must -be:part of -the daily social, poli
toward equality in ‘all.human reldtions, and t
a world of peace,-because only in peace’ may w
stand to our full human stature.j

In Chlle, our Popular Government was.
fully aware of the need ‘to break the habits
and patterns of domination. ' Our effort
toward the release of.the full potential
of women has béen interrupted by the fascist .
manacles of multlnatlonal corporate imperi-
alism, o !

Today in Chile's terror chambers and
prisons, our people are subject to the most
devastating abuses conceivable. The treat-
ment of women goes even beyond the conceivable.
The torturers unleash their sexual sadlsm on
our companeras merc11essly.

They have made agconcentrat£0n camp of
my country, giving our women the especially
difficult role of keeping together what is
left of their families and communitites, when
hunger and survival are the daily considera-
tions. These women of the working class, the
vast majority of Ch11eans who are carrying a
double burden, represent the finest qua11t1es
of women anywhere in the world. Only by
demonstratlng active opp051t10n to fasicism
in Chile can we pay tribute to the courageous
women who maintain their dignity and morale inside and outside ‘the concen-
tration camps are are the strength of a resistance movement which is alive
and growing and f1ght1ng despite adversity.

The know1edge and analysis of the oppression of women must be trans-
lated into anti-imperialist actions; we must turn the pain of oppressed
women into indignation and channel ‘it effectively into an organlzed world
solidarity movement which will fight for the liberation of all oppressed
peoples. We will not falter until freedom is won for alil,.



“RAHANTAVOLOLONA RAZAFINDRAKOTOHASINA ANDRIAMANJATO

Ftrst M&Zagasy woman engtneer.a ,
“Chief of Division of Water in the .
Ministry of the Economy and Commerce,
Madagascar; responsible for fbod and
fwater for.-all cities.
. ‘-Received diploma in Engzneerzng
wfrom Women's. Polytechnic School in
. Paris and certificates of higher - s
~education. from Faculty of Sciences I SRS
- in Paris-in Fluid Mechanics and - .
Applied Aerodynamics.

First Malagasy woman asststant to
the: Mayor. of Tananarive.: President
of ‘the Tananarive section of the .
AKFM political party (party of the.
Congress for the Independence of
- Mc gascar) ' President:of the NGO Malagasy Committee for Inter-
,Wbmen § Year. . Member of the Mission and Evangelization
‘Co ission: of the Wbrld ‘Council of Churches in Geneva. Member of
the,CounczZ of the WIDF Mother of four.

From. my personal experience. and in the context of my country, I think
“that. the liberation of women can -only be conceived in complete synthesis
with the struggle of its -people,against colonialism, neo- -colonialism, im-
perlallsm and for the construction of a world of Justlce and peace.

. In the framework of the theme "equallty, development, ‘peace,’ " I would
.1ike to- express the follow1ng w1sh

: ”That the women of the capltallst world be not only absorbed

‘ _1n the struggle for equallty, but that they also know that. the

- .rights which they have, or: Wthh they ought to have, make them
“adult and responsible persons. Responsible toward those who are’
being killed, if they ever want to be.out from under the yoke of the
the capltallsts and. the 1nternat10na1 trusts.

"I hope that the women of the capltallst world will be ‘able to
find in their countries, w1th all men of good will, the radical
means to stop the’ exploltatlon of people in Afrlcan Asian and

.. Latin American countries, .and that our tears of grief w111 dry up,
_j}thanks to the comblned efforts of. all the forces burnlng for Justlce
..and pedce."



ALICE APPEA

National Organizer and Director of SOS
Children's Village. :

First General Secretary of Women's Section :
of Convention People's Party, led by Dr.
Kwame Nkrumah. Organzzed Market Women's
Association and Women's Section of the Civil |
Servants’ Assocmatton of Trade Unton Congress
of “Ghana. . - '

Active of ficial and organzzer of Vquntary
Work Camp Association of Ghana. Served -as .
National Matron, Camp Cbmmandant and Regional
Organizer of the Workers' Brigade. Did rehabi=
Litation work for flood disaster vtctwms of '
gtant Volta River dammzng. ‘

‘Hds participated in many UN -and UNESCO con-
férences and projects, such-as Voluntary Work
Camp in the Cameroons and UN Seminar on Civie
and polettcal Education of Women in Ghana.
Lonal Coordinator of Africa and General
,ary of the Ghana section of WILFF.

Se

" T believe ‘that this is a woman's world. Much of the str1v1ng by men
-may be traced to women as the primers of the h1dden strlngs of action in men.
'And when a man, by dint of inspiration from a woman, wins the laurel, he’
it proudhy home and places it at the foot- of the: woman Ain hls 11fe.

~Traditions' such as marriage, funerals and other rltuals are sustained
today as they were yesterday by women. : S SR

Even the’practice of polygamy has its roots in woman's instigation. The
wife felt unable to reap all the fields a man had cultivated and permitted
her husband to add another wife to help her.. With the introduction of educa-
tion, Christianity and 1ndustr1a112atmpn the attitude toward polygamy has
undergone some changes. Yet there are 5till women who, despite their educa-
tion, would rather be the second or third than the only w1fe, they do not
regard sex as exploitation of the fefidle by the malé,

I belleve that women are cut out to play dlstlnctlve and- dlfferentlated
roles in society. They are physically, psychologically, biologically and
temperamentally dlfferent from men. For all his® explolts ca man cannot
bear a Chlld v : : :

Among the ‘Akan there is a queenmother for every’ k1ng.~‘SﬁccesSion and
1nher1tance are through the maternal line, This is not to say, however, that
women in ‘Ghana- already wield the power they want; ——though they are more
llkely to want to w1e1d 1nfluence.

*The‘rights”women aspire to‘can only come about'through the skillful -
- leadership -of women themselves.' Using their natural gifts of persua51on
and. influence, women can bring about social-: transformatlon.i' :



JOAN BAEZ

‘ ;4World—fumous,fblkstnger, mustcal arttst
and social activiet. Singer at fe: ttvals,"

.. marches, demonstrations, JatZS. Vtseted
Hanot.-under bombings.. . -
. ..Founder, Institute fbr the Study of
Non—vtolence.a;v ‘

»Lives. her: beltefs, speaks her mtnd
‘VI had a choice of:whether I wanted to be
.a millionairess... but I think it's. potnt-
less to have stored up. X-million dollars "
when they couZd be put to use somewhere.,

Life is a struggle and an upstream one. I think it involves much
pain, -and many things that we may sometimes consider-to:be sacrifice. Work
_involves. faith, for if we are to bu11d a:world that -will .give-us.a future,
it will be the first time that world has ever been:built., It means we must
_be ready to live for it and to die for. it when the time comes. I- ‘think. only -
-when you recognize that you are 1nt1mate1y related to every 11v1ng belng -on
the face of the earth, only then. are you being honest with yourself,. Be1ng
honest with yourself gives you a cornerstone on:which to begin-a vital,

frlghtenlng, exciting and joyous attempt at 11v1ng. There is pain, there is
.. pain, there is pain, and there is joy, there is joy, there is joy. .And per-
“haps, when we do our work well, there w111 be little patches of peace.

I'm a. paC1f15t. I have absolutely no falth in the natlonstate.? I have
- no falth in the armaments. You and-I have to be serious about refusing-to
pay any income taxes; there's no way -to gripe about B-52s.and pay .for them
at the same time. Non-payment of taxes has to move from a symbolic act-to a
necessary reality. There will have to be and there w111 be more who refuse

- to fly and drop bombs. - SR e T B A :

v We must begin -to understand that we- must take chances and rlsks.u You
may choose a life that is convenient to you, that may or may not ‘be: half ‘a
~ life or a quarter of a life or hardly a life at all. Or you may. choose a

‘life which involves tremendous sacrifices and-is a very risky :life; but.it's
- only if you.and I decide that we're going .to ‘choose: a risky: life. that we
'have any meanlng to the people we!' e k1111ng all over the world today

So I must ask you to join the front lines of the war agalnst the stone
age mentality of passivity, fear, and violence, .and live a life where you
at least choose some of your own risks. - We are truly our brother's" mothers
and our sister's sisters. Now with weapons -of truth, love, compassion,-
intelligence and imagination, let's prove it., .

&



EDITH BALLANTYNE

‘We women asp1re to peace. We know that peace is essential to healthy‘
-human development, and we know that equal"lghts can. be more:ea51ly
and perhaps only ach1eved 1n condltlon of . peace... :

We also know that‘so 1ong as the b1g mﬂlltary establlshments and he

structures and fac
dpermlt us to play

to‘adyancefi

And we know that _peace, quallty and’ d
w1thout our full 1nvolvement.

elopment cannot come about

To 1mprove the s1tuvt10n of women, espec1a11y in the developlng coun-
tries, is in itself to.work in favour of peace. In addition, direct ac~
tion by women against the political and economic. 1mped1ments to peace is
required. if all our achlevements are not.to stand in jeopardy of belng
d1m1n1shed or wiped out by heavy armament burdens or by war.

Alongs1de our struggle for 1mprovement in our condition and equal
rights, we women can and must take energetic action against the arms race
and for disarmement, agalnst waste. and pollution and for rationality and
a healthy environment, agalnst oppress1on and for freedom against war
and for peace.

We women can draw on centurles ‘of exper1ence in organlz1ng and in
communicating. Let us all join to. ‘devote this knowledge and art to
building a healthy soclety free of oppre551on of hunger and of war.

WILPF Secretary General and Untted Nations Representattve in Geneva.
Born in Sudetenland, fumtly made refugees by Munich Agreement. Went
to Britain, did agrtcultural labor in Northern Canada. Aided by WILPF
studied, worked for. Cooperative Cammgnwealth Federatzon.‘
 Editor,.UN World Health Organtza—v . :
tion and WILPF journal, . )
Seeretary of Subcommittee on v ggg&
Racism, Ractal Dtscrzmmnatton, T
Apartheid, Decolonization of Special
NGO Congerence Agatnst Apartheid
and Colonialigm in Africa,. and Inter-
national. NGO Congerence on Diserimina- .
tion Against Migrant Workers in Europe.
- Member Liaison Council of World Con-.
gress of Peace Forces. Member WILPF
Migsion to Middle East. Executive Com-.
mittee of Preparatory Commzttee for
World Congress for International
Women's Year. :
Married, four chzldren.




SIRAMAYO BANDARANAIKE

I share the conviction implicit in the theme "Equallty,
Development and Peace' that’a civilised world order can be
built only through the joint endeavor of men and women.

I have first-hand experience of problems concerning
women's rights, through a decade of involvement in the
mobilisation of rural women for roles of leadershlp and
service, followed by a decade and a half in the sphere of
national politics and international affairs. This exper-
ience leads me to the belief that it is not through equal
'opportunlty for employment alone that women's potent1a1 for'
social progress can find full express1on Women do, and"
must, have not only equal rights in opportunity, but an
equal share in responsibility as well. Our priorities
would have no link with reality, especially in the world's
‘developing- sciences, if women's place in the social fabrlc

. were to be viewed solely in terms of equallty 1n pa1d
’employment =

The harmonious ordering of life in the- fam11y and’ the'
. .community, and the integrated development of: 1nd1V1dual
,'personallty, ‘are as v1ta1 to the progress of ‘the society -
.ras-is material growth. Questlons of legal -and economic
”yequal1ty, 1mportant as’ they are;, should not ‘be allowed to -
-~monopol1ze our attention. We should broaden our ‘vision
f‘ﬁto view the potent1al role of the ‘woman in‘a: total per-
’“-spectlve .the need not only to.secure an enhancement of
“the material standards of living but also to 1mpart a-
- - 'sense ‘of maturity and wholeness to the process of devel—,
";lopment 1tse1f




ELISE BOULDING

, Profegsor of Soctology, Uhtverstty
of CoZorado, Chatr of Conf oct?and ‘

.WILPF, Associated with'fo oo

- Consortium for Peace Research and Edu—.

“cation, and of new Section.on Sociology.

" of World Coriflicts, Amertcan Socoologtcal
Association. Research in areas of world
order and transnational networks, sex
roles, family life, and futur sma

Efforts to create the conditions and machlnery for peace have been
divided between the work of governmental officials and the formal
structures of society, largely men, and the work. of non-governmental
voluntary workers outside all formal structures, largely women, The
strength of women's contributions lies in their freedom to be creative
about solutions to international problems from . the outs1de, and to the
fact that women scholars and activists work together in these outside:
organizations. The weakness is that both activists and’ profe551ona1
women have been compelled to remain on the outside without linking
mechanisms. to feed their work dlrectly ‘into pollcy-mak1ng bodles. o

The new public commitment to increasing women's part1c1pat10n in
development and peace offers a two-fold opportunity for women scholars~
and activists. First, a long overdue process of. creat1ng 1nternat1onal
rosters of women specialists in the social .and phy51cal .Sc¢iences with
expertise in development and peace problems can be started This w1ll
make visible and accessible the large number of qua11f1ed women who
have been excluded from official roles because of the systemat1c blas
against women candidates for pollcy mak1ng p051t1ons.

Second it is equally important to link the h1gh1y relevant compe—
tence of non-scholar activists to dec151on—mak1ng at both national and
international levels by making full use “of the* Non Governmental Organ—‘
izations consultative role to UN agenc1es. As natlon ~states" dlsplay
increasing rigidity in international problem-solving, thé 61 women's ’
NGO's which represent such large reservoirs ‘of untapped .competence
must become increasingly 1mportant actors on-the: world 'scene.

NGO's, however' are also a kind of e11te Wthh stands in the way
of the even broader participation that the world communlty requires..
It therefore becomes a particular challenge for women s NGO's to form
linkages with the excluded minorities among womén' of every country -
the rural and urban poor, the single heads of households, the ethnic
minorities. .. Deprivation can only be effectively dealt with by those
who have first-hand knowledge of its social geography.



Preszdent\o the,.‘eparatory‘Cammzt—

When.the Women s Internatlonal Democratlc Federatlon flrst sug-

Gradually the 1dea caught On, - Women s organlzatlons grasped 1ts
p0551b111t1es.- UN, trade union, -peace, youth, and public organlza—'
tlons embraced the idea and. developed their own programs. o

Internat10nal Women s ‘Year gave expre551on to women's demands,
It provoked “aroused, and mobilized public opinion. ‘It unlted and
gave confldence to* women, andplt 1nvolved men, ' S

In some countrles, women_have ‘made baS1c galns confldently mov-«
1ng 1nto .new_spheres_of. employment and polltlcal power, But.there,
are stlll places where women must carry dr1nk1ng water four to five
kllometers, where ‘the b1rth of a girl-child is regarded as a tragedy;
and where. mothers see’ thelr bab1es die .of starvation, and curable dis-.
eases ‘There the greatest ‘achievement for IWY would be . a. water—tap o
~in, the“house a 11ght' hat ‘switches. on,. .and suff1c1ent»food ‘Till,
"equallty" has 11tt1e global appllcat1on._x

. : ra on. of women. ‘must. mean. the.-liberation:of humanlty from
. poverty;- oppreéssion;: ‘and- war ‘:The lesson:of : IWY-is: unlty--of ‘women's. .
organ1zat1ons, of men and women, of young and old o

the dlalogue and unlty 1n1t1 ted in IWY--unlty to 1nform and arouse »
bpubllc oplnlon and_ ake 1t h \rd and heeded 1n the corrldors of power.

10



CARMEL BUDIARDJO

andmark in: attaln-
emendous po-

International Women's Year can only becorie
ing the ideals of its theme if it helps to U
tent1a1 ex1st1ng among women to contrlbute t

It is unfortunate that the IWY ‘theme d
work for human rights because this too is
cance .in unlocklng women's potentlal Thef

thousands of famllles sufferlng enormous _econo nd:po '1cai'hard-
sh1ps and social stigmatization because the ment ‘ e1ng un=
justly held .in political detentlon.; ML

I would urge -all women's organlzatlons to. devote maJor attentlon
to the human rights-problem, for is it not by abrogatlng ‘these rights
that repressive governments endeavor to stifle't ruggle -of men
and women alike for the attainment of equalit -.and develop-
ment? Ironically, even some repressive governmen i i
service to IWY and expressing their support.: must be shown in
no uncertain terms that IWY is aimed at develo 1ng the struggle of
women against repression wherever it exists.

Co-founder of TAPOL Brztzsh Campaagn
for the Release of Indoneszan Political.
Prisoners.. Former Administrator WILPF
- British Section office.

Born in London. Graduate London School -
of ‘Economics. Married Suwondo Budiardjos
two children. - Secretariat of Interna-
tional Union of Students, Prague.: Eco-
nomics researcher, Indonesian Foreign
Ministry.  Graduate University of Indo-
nesia in intermational economics; taught
economics at two Indonesian universitieg,
Member of executive committees of Univer:: -
sity Graduates Assoctation (HSI) and . -
Women Graduates Association. AL

After abortive coup of 1965 was. crush=
ed, many organizations were banned, in-
cZuding HSI. Was dishonorably dismissed
from Indonesian Foreign Ministry, - lost
teaching posts and right to publish.
Husband -arrested .1965 ‘and, with excep-
tion of two brief perzods, has been in.
detention; without trial, ever since.:

Arrested, 1968, because of membership
“prior to 1965 in HSI (then a legal or-
ganization), and detained three years..

11



JOAN CHILD . - -

- Member of". the House of Representa— }
‘tives of the Parliament of Australia, .
Committee member of the Australian
" Labor Party- for many years. Stood
for the seat -of Henty and was. narrow—
 ly-defeated. Stood again and won.-
L ‘Greatly intevested in the welfare of -
“handzcapped people and in aZZfaspects’
“of eare and- compassion for: people,f-‘
and in-equality of opportunity ‘and-
world peace. and cooperation.. . -
Widow with five: sons.

If women's consciousness is raised to working toward equality, dev-
elopment and peace, this time should be a vanguard towards a new way of
life. There are many still unaware .of their vital responsibility to.
others whose right to -eat, breathe clean:air, have shelter, freedom of
choice, and a future for their children is as valid as their own:

Women, should mnot: isolate themselves, but commit themsleves to ass="
sist: those dlsadvantagedfthrough poverty, war, oppre551on and natural
d1saster.. Aid.and-technical assistance should spring from genuine con-
cern; invelvement should ‘be on a non-profit basis and therefore should
contrlbute to the bonds-of international friendship and understanding.
Greed .and self- 1nterest are the scourges of our time, Self-identifi-
catlon w1th a11 human belngs should be our goal. .

Don't heed medla wh1ch dlffuse 1deas and dehumanlze those who
b11nd1y accept- generalizations without. question. Examine and evaluate
all facts and statements.for yourselves. Make support reciprocal be-
twéen men: and women, otherw1se patriarchy is strengthened. ‘Retain a .
sense'of ‘humor mixed ‘with a love for others- and a w1111ngness to. serve.
and :to share W1th tolerant ~good temper.-,

We canno” suIV1Ve_un1ess we cooperate on a global level and help
each other.ﬁ"e do not deserve to do so if-we remain elitist, perm1t~
ting our nations tOfeXp101t paternallstlcally those areas which des
perately need encouragement, compassion, and aid, rather than alms
paid for through economic gain and polltlcal strategy.

To achieve peace in our time may be a gigantic  task, but now it is-
hoped that women join forces against repression and through democratic
political processes work towards the liberation of all the oppressed
and wretched groups throughout the world--irrespective of sex,
natlonallty, color, or creed.
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ANGELA DAVIS

o—Chazrperson National AZZLanee

Against Racist and. Polztzcal o
E@presston.." _

Member’ of the Céntral Commzttee, '
’Communtst Party, USA : ‘

Formep instructor; UnzverSttyfof
California, Los Angeles. . .

Acquttted in famous trial, of -
buying weapons: for courtroom shoot—
out; recetved extensive popular ;
support

International Women's Year 1975 has prov1ded the opportunity for
women all over the world to v01ee their determlnatlon to obtaln a
good life and a better future in a world at peace.

Here in the United States the flght agalnst the spec1a1 oppres-
sion of Black, Puertorlcana, Chicana, Indian’ and Asian women is. es-’
sential to the struggle to gain equallty for all women. And the:
fight against the exploitation of working women 15 a key to the '
struggle to ga1n equallty for all workers. '

"“»\

Now is the time to root out the economlc crises, repression, crime,
racism, pollution, drugs, and polltlggl corruption. 'The causes are not
found in our streets, but in the corparatlon board rooms and in ‘the
corridors of power. The fight against racism, for women's rights, for

_human rights in the US is part of the world-W1de flght against 1mper- ‘
ialism.

Now is the time for public op1n10n to tip the balance in favor of
détente, of expanded trade between the US and ‘the soc1a115t countrles,
espeC1a11y the Sov1et Unlon of d1sarmament and of peace.‘

Now is the t1me to renew our: pledge of solldarlty w1th the women
of the world- w1th the women of Portugal and Indochina and Greece, and
with the womeh of Africa whose countries are tastlng freedom with the
women of Chile, Puerto Rico, South Africa, and Spain; and with the
women of the Soviet Union and the other Socialist countries that are
leading the way to equality through Socialism, the only and inevitable
answer to the problems of the world.
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FANNY EDELMAN

Secretary General of WIDF.
Born Cordoba Province,
‘Argenttna Abandoned mustcal
career to work. polzttcally
- Imprisoned several times. .
Rallied support fbr struggle
“against faseism in Spain;. went
‘there with medical team to care
for wounded. ., . L
An.organizer of . Wbme< Ve
“Council, for. soltdartty'wtth
Soviet and other people tnvaded
by Nazis. .f{
A founder and Secretary General
‘of Union of Argentinian Women;
active for rights of women and
. ehildren, national independence
and pedce.

The United Natlons and the world have acknowledged that without the
full integration of women in social development on an equal, footing
with men, humanity would not advance towards progress and a peaceful
future,

Thls reallzatlon has come agalnst the background of b1tter strug-
gles waged by women themselves and by all the. progre551ve forces of’ the
world. Although the Industrial Revolutlon drew womer into the social
labor force, they have still been the victims of social and economic
inequality, d15cr1m1nat1on and dual exp101tat10n up to this time in .
most countries of the world. Weican see women's equallty under soc1a;;
lism where they have equal opportu' ties and access to all spheres o
life. Women played a major part in’ he - struggles for national 1nde
pendence, and this has brought new opportunltles for themr' ’

After the end of the Second World War there emerged a powerful
worldwide women's movement ' condemn1ng war, The foundation of the WIDF
was one expre551on of women s asp1rat10ns to peace and equallty

The women's movement grew stronger as the UN propounded ‘the ba51_
principles of human rights, the ‘elimination of discrimination against =
women, .and the rlghts of chlldren, and adopted resolut1ons on decolonl—‘
,zatlon and agalnst aparthe1d 8 ' L R

The Internat1onal Women s Year unleashed tremendous forces in’ women
and in. society .to translate the proclalmed pr1nc1p1es of the United
Nat1ons 1nto reality. ‘But. noth1ng short of changes in soc1a1 patterns
can guarantee the full equalit of men ‘and women and’ create a world of'

peace and unh1ndered progress.""
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~‘VILMA ESPIN DE CASTRO"

In order to. realize the high goaIS'of.equality, dev91opment énd_‘
peace, it is necessary that.menxandAwomen;join:fbrqes,to;aqhigve;th! ig
most cherished objectives of their people: liberty, independence;:and: -

national sovereignty. When people undertake. the development of just- .
economic, political and social structures, new.perspectives-are . ..:' .-
opened to the woman for her,fullvparticipatipnﬁin;all;areas;oﬁ\lifeaggg_
She is able to dedicate herself to the well-being of the communitxﬁ _
and to a society which guarantees. the right:to education, health and
work -to- all men and women. S E R AR SO .

The legal recognition of*Women's-equalityﬁisfonlyfone%step“initheij
fight to achieve the practical appiitationsoﬁithisﬁindispensibieupfin+:'
ciple. For a country to.advance on the road-to development;. it:must:.
rely on the capacity, enthusiasm, and potential strength of thousands: .
of women eager to contribute their creative talents to the welfare of
humanity.' } . L C N L

In Socialist Cuba, women actively participate in each of the tasks:
of building such a new life. They constitute an important political:
force serving the revolution.

If women are going to win their battléj it must be the joint}¢0n«
cern and struggle of the whole society. Only that way will it be
possible to achieve the necessary changes. R ‘

In our country, not only the Women's Federation, but the political
and other mass organizations actively participate-in the fight to.over=
come the objective and subjective obstacles: which still prevent the .
full exercise of equality. S

N

President since founding, Federa-
#ion of Cuban Women. Central Com-
‘mittee Communist Party. Vice-
President WIDF and Cuban Committee
Apr TvY.

' "Of Cuban-French descent. One of
first industrial ehemical women
engineers, Santiago. University..
Massachusetts Institute of Techno-
logy, USA. S S
_ Protested Batista dietatorship. .
National Revolutionary.Action.
Met Castro, went underground. A
National Director, Province Co-
ordinator of Movement. :

Married to First Viee-Minister.
Four children.
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FRANCES (SISSYO*FARENTHOLD

‘We:cannot présume-to speak for all our sisters. But we can recount
what ‘we:have.observed from our particular:plateau..  We women of the
1ndustr1a112ed west grieve for our sisters -- many held in bondage to
‘the-land; many millions living in-abject misery and suffering. ' But
this: tooiis the blight of many millions of men: and ch11dren.- In such a
worldfas ours: equa11ty alone does not sufflce.

, So to our. mlnds' eye development can-conjure thoughts of a materlal
paradlse. But has it actually been? Where we-have had development it
.has-frequently ‘been for power characterized by wastefulness and the

maximization of profits irrespective of: effects rather than development
for“hUmanwfulflllment with humane-value. ‘Sometimes our technology
seem'ﬁgulded by crazed mlnds.' So in-part humanizing development re-
ma1ns a. dream ' . IR R T S

We women‘have_been trained for many centuries to remain mute in
public. Unless we purposefully overcome our timidity we will remain
inarticulate. If neglect and derision have been our lot as: publlc
people then timidity has been our response.

In polltlcal aptitude we are not Athena born full grown from Zeus's
forehead Political aptitude and growth have come in the doing and the
stumbling,. through error and retrenchment, through redefinition and re-
newed effort. Whatever our background and culture our roles have been
secondary and ancillary in the power structure. Therefore I believe
‘that, with less trauma than our brothers, fathers.and sons, we . can de-
‘tach ourselves from the trappings of-our particular milieu and relate
to the universal‘human experlence. Perhaps, Just perhaps, that will be
our path to peace.

_ F%PSﬁ Preszdent of National Wbmens

Politieal Caucus, USA.
. Lawyer ' and’ law: teacher. S

. Elected to Texas Legislature, two
termss:: Candidate: for Governor -
twice. Polled second highest number

of wotes: for Vice-President of USA
in 1972 Democratzc Conventzon. ‘
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.+ FRANCOISE GIROUD:.

"Woman, in a literal sense, embodles the promlse of peace, of
joy, the end of violence, tenderness, recept1V1ty, sensuallty...hard-
ening has been less complete in the case of women, They ‘have” been -
used on a lesser scale than. men 1n the materlal process of productlon."'

This thought is a man's thought-—that of a famous 1ntellectua1
of contemporary. society,

‘But who are these women, and what do they do in the llfe of the
society? - : L _ S

Apart from the fact that they are numerlcally superlor to men, a
fact which interests only demographers...and male politicians, they
are not more 1nte111gent not more generous, not more active than men,
on the. average, they. demonstrate .appreciably. the . Same. characterlstlcs f
as these of the other sex, -Not "more glfted" but not "less glfted” '
is what women need to acknowledge now: ™\ ‘

No need for a grandiose production-in’ order to broadcast a spec-‘“

1al message or to assert a- general 1ncl1nat1on to save: humanlty.

Women want. only to exist for all Soc1ety and not Just for and
through the 51ngle family unit,

Need for autonomy, without a doubt, in relatlon to men° need tog
exist through action on the social level.

“This 'stifled power must, like all potentlallty, be expressed>l'
It is perhaps in this way and quite naturally, without attemptlng to
lay - c1a1m to it, ‘that women will bring* somethlng new to’humanl 3
the way of peace, development and equallty. «

17




JOHANNA REUTZGJERMOE

4 Untuersrty of
i+ Head.of Stati:

‘»legzon, and CuZa
‘kim's Social: and
phy; many artthesyon_A
poZzttcs, women, peace.

More and more people reallze that we live 1n a major tran51t10na1
perlod Technology has created undreamed of p0551b111t1es for a tech-
nically perfect. soclety, but it has also produced the p0551b111ty for
'destructlon of the entlre Earth and all human happlness

Politicians, m111tary leaders, the Church the UN and the peace
movement have not-fully realized that all aspects of life must be ad-
justed to the new outlook. If mankind is to survive the atomlc age,
the work for peace must take entlrely new forms.

Till now, the peace movement ‘has’ been mostly concerned with re-
‘moving economic,” social and political injustices, ‘protesting and work-
ing for disarmament-and peaceful settlement of- dlsputes. This has:.
been right and’ 1mportant, and ‘has achieved some ‘success. ‘But we who
lived through two world wars and took part in labor's-struggles know
that this is not enough if the. goal is to do away: w1th war and violence,
and not merely to put other groups or political systems into power.

We need a new way of thinkihg and acting. ‘We must change man' s en-
tire mentality, Values must be altered from power competltlon, and -
prestige, to faith, trust and compa551on.'4 - - :

Women's work for peace :is:: closely connected w1th thelr struggle for
emancipation. . Their.work for:equality . (recognltlon and . acceptance of
their specific. qua11f1cat1on,,,.as not had much acceptance in a- system
" which acknowledges might as.-right; and in. wh1ch d1scr1m1nat10n is the
order of the day : Cooperatlon between women and men is essential to
build a new world without war and violence,
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IRENE GREENWOOD

Traditionally Australia has always been a male-orlented and
hence a male-dominated society. The ega11tar1an ‘ethos proclalmed by
Australians does not include aboriginal people, new. colored immi- -
grants, or women. The dominant sector is almost exclus1ve1y a whlte, -
masculine h1erarchy ‘ e

.\‘_

Only recently have conventlonal attitudes bee »challenged and
young women-are' the c1a1mants for changes - L1ke ir. -
world over; ‘they are questlonlng the roles set® for'them 1n their
society. :

They call for new 11fe styles. They reJect the mores and customs j
that perpetuate sexism within economic and p011t1ca1 11fe and ‘all its~
systems -- the educational, the promotional, and‘»above all; the powerfl
structures. When they attempt to climb the ladder: o ﬁupward mobility "
with their male counterparts, they find a barrier: inscribed "So far;:
no further.”" They look down and see the maJorlty of ‘women m1111ng
around in the lower pa1d posts. o

While these women desire a place in dec151on;\ak1ng, 1t is not
for status for themselves so much as to change official policy and
get rid of the sex discrimination that limits all women. Their call
is for equality of opportunity for treatment within the total economy
and recognition of their value as workers and contributors to the com-
munity as a whole.

There has always been a core of women's-organizations who, as
NGOs, have -seen hope for economic and political equality for women in
instruments of the UN and work for follow-up national legislative
adaptation. - The Government supports such action. However, requests
to the Govermment for millions of dollars reveal areas in our so-~
called "affluent society" that must be upgraded before we can claim
to. be truly egalltarlan.

Author, actzvist for peace and
women's rights, Australia. :

Former Federal Preszdent Federa-‘;w
tion of Women Voters.

As member League of Nations Union,
worked to prevent war through League
sanetions; promoted post-war recon-
eiliation and reconstruction; Lec-
turer,. broadecaster. - Charter member
UN Association. Editor Peace and
Freedom,. Australian WTLPF~‘Honorary‘
Life Member, Fellowship of Writers.
National Advisory Committee for
IWY. Writing social history of wo-
men in Westerm ‘Australia.
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PNINA HERZOG

President, Council:- of
‘»Wbmens Organizations -in-
Israel.
Sent IWY Appeal to all
Women-in the Middle East
for Cooperation and Peace:: ..

We women of Israel endorse the purposes of the great human
adventure which is the International Women's Decade, and are. deter-
mined to . contrlbute our share towards Equality, Development and Peace."

Let all the women of the M1dd1e East seek the means together to
translate this theme 1nto the reality of our lives. Let. us not be.
deterred by political . differences ‘that have already inflicted too much
suffering upon us all. As mothers and wives we share a particular
human responsibility which has been for long drowned in racous
‘political d1atr1be and military conflict. All of us seek the welfare
of our chlldren “We. alllpray for a better tomorrow so that they may
grow up without. fear and-without war. We must meet the challenge to
probe towards each other: however slowly and however many the obstacles.
- We are commanded ‘to seek. dlalogue between us for only thus will wve
understand “each. other better =-and in understanding lie the seeds of
conc111at10n and peace. t;¢io n :

: Our common reglon ¢ 115 out for development for more schoolst~ 5
and hospltals, for’ women' ,quallty and creative cooperation: :His-: -
tory has:determined. that both our peoples, Jew and Arab alike, shall
live side by” side togethe~ his area of the world which:is the: .. ..
cradle of the Jewish and A1 b.civilization. By working together. we:ﬁ"
have it in our power to-enrich-each other and thereby make a. lastlngt

contrlbutlon to the welfare»of a11 mankind. ‘ : L
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MARGARET HOLMES *

EQUALITY...ln what? In opportunlty to become captalns of 1ndus- ;
try or of nuclear-armed submarlnes? To be equal cogs in the 1ndustr1-s
al or the m111tary machlne?

DEVELOPMENT, .. to what? To a world of squandered reseUrces;.ere;
ded soil, polluted air and water, d1m1n15hed 11v1ng space, unlnhabl—;
table c1t1es?

PEACE...of what kind? A balance of terror? A clinging to the
status quo? A suppression of all dissent? S

The equality we seek must be equallty of opportunity for all ‘hu-
man beings--not just women--to realizé their full humanlty in coopera-
tion with one another. = In our newly awakened consciousness of 51ster-i
hood, let us remember that Slsters have Brothers. '

The development we seek must be. in harmony with nature, and must
benefit those who have too little rather than those who already have
too much, Let Sisters who are rich remember that there are Slsterse
who are not, both in their own .and in. other countrles.

The peace we seek must bé ‘based on ‘justice- and built by peace-
able people, women and men who have not been frustrated in the achiev-"
ing of their own highest potential nor allenated from their world and
from each other,

Are there enough of such people7‘ At least, International Wo—f
men's Year can help to raise more of us to that 1eve1

Pacifist and activist.

Student Christian Movement;
Fellowship of Reconciliation; .
Anglican Pacifist FeZZowshtp‘%
World Education Fellowship:::i -

President Australian WILPF.:
Main work opposition to Austra-.
lian partzczpateon in Viet Nam
War. N
Collaborated with and helped'ﬁ
organzze Save Our.Sons, Women' -
for Peace, Christian Women -
Concerned, Mothers.and Others,
for Peace, and-Association.for. -
International Cooperation and
Peace. : :

Mother of six. -
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DOROTHY HUTCHINSON

EQUALITY with men will, among other things, give women their
proper share of influence in public affairs. Here we must exercise
two of the excellent qualities. which, for countless generatlons _most
of us have learned to exercise in the ‘home, namely, a passion to pro-'
teact life and a skill in reconciling confllctlng interests.. There
is nothlng more needed right now in 1nternat10na1 dec151on-mak1ng.

- DEVELOPMENT is. properly a prlorlty for IWY. While millions are
in misery and even starving, the world last year spent 250 billion
dollars on arms because preparation to destroy human lives by war is,
in fact, the top priority with governments having preponderant wealth
and power. \

PEACE without which the othef<two goals of IWY lose much of
thelr s1gn1f1cance ‘involves establ1sh1ng a peaceful settlement Sys-
tem for reconciling the dlfferences which arise among nations béfore
they resort to war. As every' mother know, a third party is often.
needed for this purpose in the homé. The same has proved true at ev-
ery level. of society from the home up through the national level.

Now adequate inter-national peaceful settlement machinery is essen=
tial, Since international disputes will recur as long as human be- -
ings do not become saints, war can be eliminated only when a -reliable
and generally .accepted UN peaceful settlement system is .established
and proves workable. Not until then are nations likely really to a-
gree: to disarm and. divert necessary attention and funds to the pro-
tectlon of Life rather than to Death,

- The. trust which men tend. to place in violent solutions. to prob—
lems is a major obstacle to the establishment of adequate UN peaceful
settlement machlnery. Persons who undertake to devise such machinery
must. be not only intelligent but passionately committed to the protec-
tion of life and possessed of an unshakeable faith that conflicts can
be solved by rational methods rather than by insensate slaughter and
destructlon. Who is fitted to assume this task if not the world's
women? : oo : o ' C

Wrtter and Zecturer on S
international affaivs in USAv- .
PhD in ZooZogy, YaZe L
Untverszty e Tl
Quaker, worked wtth Frtends“7
Peace. Committee; United World s
Federalists:. Mudé Wbrld =
Friendship. Tour. RS R
Former Preszdent us Sectzon a0
WILPF and .Chatrwoman: Inter=:
national WILPF; Committee-on =
Peaceful Settlement of Dig=" .. "
putes. AR
Mbther of three.
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ANNIE JIAGGE

Equallty, Development and Peace: this theme carrles for every
woman ‘a meaning .colored by her own life ‘context. For some, the first
issue is. to stave ‘off:starvation, increase. the productlve capac1ty of
the unsk111ed and illiterate, and raise the1r standard of 11V1ng ‘For
others, the feellng of ‘being powerless to’ change 51tuat10ns in'a male- .
dom1nated soc1ety is aggravated by the unfulfllled de51re to reallze :
their own potential, sharpen_ the1r capab111t1es, choose their occupa—'f
t1on in ‘accordance w1th thelr aptltude and enJoy equal rlghts w1th
-men, in. all spheres of 11fe.

Women s 11berat1on has no meanrng unless it produces the will 1n
women to couple their. own freedom with the struggle for liberation
_from all forms of oppression. The Tiberated woman cannot support her
own' country's oppression of other countrles.

In a world in which one-third of the population dralns off two-
thirds of the wealth and leaves two-thirds of the populatlon to
'manage on one-~third of its wealth, some adJustments in the standard
of living of the affluent nations are necessary

The liberation of women a11 over the’ world across all barr1ers
and frontiers, bound in mutual support must mark the beglnnlng of
the end of national patriotism (hopelessly ‘archaic) and herald the
dawn of world patriotism wh1ch knows no geographlcal raC1a1 or ’
ideological boundries. :

A truly liberated woman's vision is clear for all injustice:  She
knows what must be done in her own society and realizes that she must
herself participate in doing it. She is able to contribute her unique
1n51ghts and experience from 11fe—nurtur1ng womanhood to _complement
man's efforts in equal partnershlp w1th him in the JOlnt search for
peace and the welfare of manklnd

N Judge in Accra, Gﬁaﬁafé“coart}fj-‘
" of Appedl. I N
. -Head of Ghana deZegatton to o .
- IWY Conférence. " Récetved -ovation.
' in Tribuné when"s e\satd "The“:n
liberation of woren will be use~ "
. less unless it generates a dyna-
”ffmtc fbrce fbr peace. "o
. Chair, Executive Cammzttee,
“Nutzonal Couneil on Women' and
DeveZopment.p




TANO JODAI

Former President Japan Women's
Uneverszty, Dtrector, Honorary
Professor. |

Graduate Japan Women's CoZZege, went
abroad "because it was the only way ”
for a woman to study further during .
the Meiji period". Studied at Wells,
Newham and Smith Colleges, Harvard and
Michigan Universities. Awarded Phi
Beta Kappa, first Alummae Award of
Wells College, and Honorary LLD by
Snith.

Professor, Department Chatr, Dean,
President, Japan Women's University.
Directorships, International Chiistian
Untverstty, Institute of Research on
Women's Problems, Institute of Democratic Educatton, and Intercollegzate
Seminar House of which she was the founder. Trustee, Japanese Research
Institute; Board Chairman, Tokyo Friends Girls School; Organizer of

"Small Kindness Movement', with 80,000 school—age members .

- Organized Japan's first peace group in 1921, Japan Woman's Peace
Association, which soon became Japan Section WILPF HeZped found Japan
United Nations Association; appointed UNESCO Council member. President
and Honorary President, Japan WILPF; organized Committee of Seven to
Adppeal for World Peace. Only woman of eight sponsors of Hiroshima Bomb
30th Anniversary Forum and World Conference Against Nuclear Weapons..

Looking back over the past thirty years since the end of World War
II, we find that women have achieved much in the way of liberation,
peace and general welfare. But now it is time to reflect on what must
yet be -done.

Women must get more interested in government work, be w1111ng to .
- take positive part in cooperation with men, and work toward a common -
v1dea1 in a more vigorous, active way, w1th courage and confldence
And this much-needed cooperatlon should grow and broaden into a world—:
. wide cooperatlon . Women particularily should ‘actively work for peace
whenever and wherever possible to create a strong world oplnlon .
agalnst armament and warfare. : . .

Japan haV1ng experlenced the horror. of atomlc bombs has a

. special reason to abhor war. But only international: cooperation can -
ZJprodueeypeaee_ This should be the main goal for women everywhere
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JAE “HEE "KIM ™"

Director, Division of Information
and. Publications; “Planned ‘Parent- -
hood Federation,: Republic- of Korea.

“ Degreesin.soctology, ‘journalism,
Seoul National.University.: FeZZow‘
ship in Communications:

Reporter, colummist, edztor, trans—
lator. Consultant progect dzrector,“.
for PPE. w:. .- -

Attended. tnternatzonal conférences,
commnications, -UN. World Population.

Married, two children.

B Though -sexual equality is far :from compléte in‘:Korea, steps:have
been taken. . At ‘the start of the century, the division between the
sexes was 'virtually complete and in the capital ‘city of :Seoul; men -
were- supposed- to -stay home in the jevening so that- upper “‘class women
could emerge from their sequestration to do errands and meet friends -
for a.few hours without being seen by ‘the other sex. One historic
advantage that Korean women have had, however, is the simplicity of
the Korean alphabet, which has: resulted in almost universal literacy.
About one in every five ‘college graduates . is :a:woman, but few of them;
have the chance to use their newly acquired knowledge. :

Accordingly,-the goal of -the movement for sexual equality is.
aimed primarily at overcoming :the:Confucian-based:traditions .of.a
male-dominated society. Various women's groups have begun to help
alter negative social attitudes and encourage women to strive to rea-
lize their potential. Two of the best known activities are the 'No
Pregnancy Year' and '"More Male Participation in Contraception™ cam-
paigns. --..one designed to free women from the fear and burden of un-

wanted pre mancies and’ the. other almedﬂat men to encourage them to
_‘espon51b111ty in famlly plannlng

Lawmakerslbf both sexes,;supported~by a number of women's groups;”
have acted to remove. the legal basis for “the dlscrlmlnatlon found

“# =Women" s groups and others are working to alter publ1c opinion’
towards understand1ng the des1re of all women to develop themselves
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“moral

CORETTA -SCOTT, KING

ave not‘been ‘a part. of :the .leadership that has

e present. time to:the very:brink of disaster, -
ortunity to save-it. The conditions for devel-
ow, .enabling the. deve10ping nations: to achieve
with:.other nations and be respected as equals,
to achleve a harmon1ous communlty

as this is

’ory; I belleve that women are belng challenged-
£ ‘reatlve .caring, compa551onate, dedicated and ‘**'
hat ¢an’. 1ead towards-solving many of the soc1a1

ave plagued manklnd throughout the - centurles

_Ac
-to. give:

~ problems that

: 'fe the rewardlng 11fe rests, in the f1na1 ana1y51s,
- in serving others. . :

‘It was.a:creative, -dedicated minority that followed Jesus Christ
who said that He had:.come to preach-good news to the poor and set at-
liberty the captives. -It:was-a creative, dedicated minority that fol-:
lowed Mahatma Ghandi. and. emanc1pated India. from the yoke-of British
‘oppression. It was thousands -of :lovers, ‘totally committed to the
cause of freedom -and justice, that followed Martin Luther King, Jr.
and’ gave to the -South and the ent1re American nation a mew social order
in which souls, minds, and bodies were liberated from the chains of
discrimination and segregation. . These humble people were exalted be-

- cause they chose the ''high road": of ‘the loving and concerned.

Women, who are lovers by mnature,’ for biological and sociological
reasons, can transform the ‘world:by putting 'love into action." *
What a great destlny 1t may be ours to fu1f111 .

President, The Martin Luther
King, Jr. Center for Social. Change,
Atlanta, Georgia, USA.

Graduate Antioch College; stud%ed
New England Conservatory of Music.
Popularized song of. hope "We ShaZZ
Overcome."” .

Spokeswoman - fbr nonvwolent aotton
for social changes; supports farmvork—
‘ers, hospital .workers,: rural devel- -
opment unions, Blacks, women, peace.. :

Widow of nomiolent .activist, -
eivil rights leader and winner of.
Nobel Peace Prize.

Mother of four.
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- KAY :MacPHERSON

‘Past ‘President of Voice of Women;
delegate- to international women's
and peace meetings in Europe, Viet

‘ Nam;”USA““Isran"'USSR' “Organized
International: Wbmen s. Peace Confer—_‘
- ence,: Mbntreal
vow Representatzve on the. Nuttonal'
a\Actzon Cbmmtttee on the Status of
yfhbmen."“ Rt »
- Past Presedent of the Assoczatton
of Women Electors of Toronto and- -
Official Observer at the Toronto
Board of Education. Candidate fbr'
-;1publte offieev.i .-

 -Former 'Chairman, Ontar@o Board of .
Directors: of Physiotherapy; Execu-
tive Board of the Canadian Physio--
therapy ‘Association; University
Settlement in. Toronto. Board, Cana-
dian Civil Liberties Association.

“Married; mother of three.

When we began worklng for. a peaceful world it all seemed so sim-
pleo- ‘Almost ‘everyone would be better off with peace. ‘Our children;
we thought, would learn to settle:itheir differences without violence.
Then they ‘would continue to live. peacefully-ln the adult community of
peoples and natlons. S :

We soon found that the problem was not 51mp1e at all. _Equality--
among men and women, classes and groups, and among nat1ons—-does not
exist. Development often means. deve10pment for the few at the ex-
pense .of the many. Peace is considered an 1mpract1ca1 ideal., Exploi-
tation of one group by another is carriéd out by coercion, violence,
and war, Profits, often from arms saleg‘ are more important than
people.n ,

Hlstorlcally the conservers and pyotectors of life, women have
led‘ln working for peace. We discovered that we also need power to
make economic, social, 'and political .decisions.,” To:do this we must
educate and' promote women, combining our efforts ‘iniorder:to take
power, Our dilemma is how to attain power without using the violence
and divisive tactics that' have for so long been used by men., Women
everywhere ‘MUST -unite." ‘Some willineed-to“use force;. -but who are we -
to condemn those on whom force has been used for SO long7 ‘

We must have 10 1llu51ons._,lmp flallsm 1s ourfenemy;T;Multl na—iF'
tional corporations, backed by military power, decide “the fatée of na-
tions. Women have had no place in this male domlnated system.

When women unite to demand equallty, as equals with men, then
their voice will be heard and a peaceful world can be achieved,
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JUDITH WRIGHT-McKINNEY -

Poet and writer. ~Eight books. of:verse,
‘one noveZ four books fbr chtldren, short

Cbnservattontst Prestdent thdltfé Pr
Queensland. - Past . councillor,: Australian
Counczl for the Arts, and Australtan Natz

anorary D, tht Untversztzes of Queen
F.A.H. A, Encyclopedza Britannica-Writers'
Low, - Australzan Natzonal Unzver3$ty, Nati

'Ihquzry

What we do, and what:is done to-us, h
what ‘we..are. in ‘ourselves: ‘and what: we want
Women's:..Year “is. to-be more than» Just anot
women will have to-look hard and well at
the world and its. problems of war, .inequa
and the death of earth and seas -

The human race is really and 1nescapably one. Yet we lay empha-
sis on the divisions, not on the unity; and we blame others for the
problems in which we ourselves have so large a responsibility. One
thing we should know by now is that the way-in which.we treat our
children is by -far the.greatest:factor :in what they- become ‘as -adults,
Women, then, have madeé this world at least :as much- as ‘men. have. (Chll-_
dren pick up much more from what we actually are ‘than from what we: ’
tell them: our attitudes, our expressions, our responses; and .with- .
'drawals teach them far more than the words we: _use, ‘which may and often
do contradlct what they really know about us. If we enjoy and. respect4
our children, that will leave them free to enJoy and respect us and
the world. If “however, unconsc1ously, we resent and dislike thenm,
that . too will come through -and w1ll mark and 11m1t them and through
- them,. the world 1tself

Women often like to. think of themselves as ncn-aggressive and as:
sources -of love in-a loveless world. The truth:may be very different.
We have made this discordant and aggressive world, just as much. as . ,
men have. True, it'has often been in. ~passive,  even negative .ways;:
but these can be at least as’ destructlve -as. the. p051t1ve ‘ones:

The world holds up a mirror . to us all ~An. whlch few of us. areré
honest enough to recognlze ourselves - Not-to, speak out against-vio-.- .-
~lence, injustice; greed, -and the rape of ‘the earth is.as bad as. t0.¢~'ﬂ
enact them, but to speak as though we ourselves had nothlng to do
w1th them adds dlshonesty to all the rest B

In International Women s Year, let us 1ook at ourselves,
" in that mrrror : L i : SR N "
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CHARLOTTE -MEACHAM: -

Women must grasp: the 1nterdependence of p011t1cs and econom1cs ,
in todays world and take a stand for ethlcal world economic’ p011c1es,$
which can establish the basis for our IWY goals of equality, develop- .
ment and peace. A geographical vantage point in the Third World con-
vinces me that only a radical reordering of society--the transforma-
tion of both structures and attitudes--will suffice.

Two Asian perspectives stand out: (1) that the real crisis is:
unequal distribution, not merely of the world's wealth, but also of
an international economic and lending power which: is used to benefit
the economies of rich lenders rather than poor “borrowers; and (2)
that politics and m111tary spending, wvather than- populatlon are at
the root of world poverty and hunger; ~

When women in Bangladesh are naked\because they have sold the1r
clothes for food, women everywhere must Taise consciousness -beyond:
personal oppre551on to political opp535510n “'We must- comprehend ' that
famine today is not 51mp1y crop failure, but failure to organize our
world economy rlghtly ‘We face radlcal change or unendlng war.

_ Women now have an 1nternat10na1 movement--in- 1dent1flcat10n and

in some shared goals--but we:share no common comprehension from which
to demand a reorderlng of world: priorities. - We must use. our small.
groupS' study, un1te struggle, experlment 1earn and act” together.

“The' women"s rebelllon can pose a radlcal crlthue of SOC1ety, 1f
we dare--a "utopian announcement of another world'" where present pat-.
terns of human relations, the most practical and the most ‘profound,
are transformed for the beneflt of a11 » :
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MARGARET ‘MEAD

Curator Emeritus of Ethnology, Amer-
tean Museum of’NaturaZpH%story andf:

years living with
" peoples, and. wro;

the .US and abroad g
Also co-authoved.

Wnter: My EarZzer Years, and Ruth
Benedict A thgraphy. :

. International Women's Year provides a framework within which the . .
hopes of women in many different circumstances all over the world may
be explored and plans made for their realization. Equality of oppor-
tunity means very different things to ‘non-literate v111age women and
to women scholars in industrialized countries who are discriminated
against when they try to enter a professional field in the universi-
ties. Development, both the modernization of less 1ndustr1allzed
countries. and the alteration of wasteful and exploitative life styles.

in industrialized countries, will. demand the full part1C1pat10n of .wo-
men at every level of activity, The participation of women in the
planning and in the execution of plans at the 1nternat10na1 national,
regional, and local levels is especially important in such flelds as
the 'production, distribution; processing, and. preparation of food to-
meet the -nutritional needs of human belngs, rather than .in the purely. .
economic considerations . of 1arge scale’ government and agrlculture.» -
This participation by women is also vital if population increases are
to -be balanced with. resources. which will allow for optlmum condltlons
for. all children who are born.

Many statements about Internatlonal Women s Year stress women's
grievances against systems which are unjust and repressive, I would
like to emphasize the vital contributions that women have always made
to the preservation of life, the survival of the family, the cultiva-
tion of human concern, and the hope of peace,
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SYBIL MORRISON

The day when on International Wimen's: Ye’é
International Men's “Yeariwill be'the day whe
‘of opportun1ty and of status has been won:

Peace, however, is® edlfferent ‘matter.:
more peace- 10V1ng than ‘men-and:less likely: t
- alization-that has. little ‘evidence to supp
hurried. to‘301n the- Forces“ln bot tWorld

by peaceful means armaments will contlnue t‘ ‘be: manufacthred nd:
terrorism. w111 be used o

It has 1ong been con51dered a man's duty"tof 1ght to protect women,
how is it that women's voices have scarcely ‘béen heard “in protest at -
being made the excuse for men to go to war? Even if it were true, as
it is often argued, that wars have brought them their freedom, they
should scorn to use such monstrous and immoral means. Let women 1n51st
that the ends. should and must determlne the means.

Cblumnzst fbr Peace News, and- Vice-
Chaarman of the Status of Women in
Bngland. Vice—Preszdent fbrmer
Chair, WILPF. o
-~ Joined Soczal and’ PaZttzcaZ Unton._

Ambulance driver in World Wap I.

"In London in 1917, I saw a Zep-
peZzn, which we knew carried a.crew
of 60, coming down in flames. Sixty .
human. beings were slowly, burning .4
alive, and in the streets of London,.
ordinary, decent, good- hearted Bpi~ .
tish people were clappzng and cheer-«‘*«_i
ing and dancing. as though at a play
or a circus. I had seen plenty of
pain and suffering while driving
the wounded and blinded, but I sud-
denly .saquw. that war made yet another
impact upon human beings;. it depriv-
ed them of their humanity. I became
a pacifist then and nothing has hap-"""
pened stnee. to .alter my conviction
that war is a. crtme agaznst God and
Mann/" S

Arrested and amprzsoned for preach—
ing pacifism. Became Executive, How-
ard League .for Penal Refbﬂm Former =
Chair, Peace Pledge Union. co o
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ALVA:MYRDAL

, Sweden s Mtntster For Dtsarma-
« ment. .Chief Delegate.at Confer-
- ence fbr Committee on Disarmament,
¢ Geneva, 10 years.

::. Former. Member, Parltament Am-
. bassador to India, Burma, Népal
~,Ceylon and At Large: .-

“Many. posts.in UN.-and, UNESCO
Chazred national and internation-
al commissions on population,

- equality, disarmament matters, in-
- .eluding .UN. Commigsion on. Disarma— .
- ment: Its Eeonomic and.Social .
Consequences. .
Author, educator, Zecturer.
Married to Gunnar Myrdal.

We know that the’ world is.in a very deep crisis. Nations are de-
votlng great resources for the most horrendous waste of all, the waste
which goes into weapons and into war. They feed the war machines in-
stead of feeding the hungry. They now are using for military purposes

* as much money as is totally available for the poorer'half”of'mankind.
We -are more and more living in a weapons culture. We are spreadlng '
arms around the globe, and promotlng the power of military juntas in’
country -after country. ‘Young men are being conditioned to brutallty
Has the army taught them respect for ne1ghbors for ch11dren for women?

5 We must struggle agalnst war and waste. We must deal not only w1th
qul~t1t1es ‘of .arms _and of ‘money, but with a change in values. We must
_turn the:tables at ‘all levels: on mllltary budgets on technologlcal
wet ind also in" arousing: Tepugnance against ‘war. - We must outlaw’
area bomblng " We must let the bombadiers know they have a right not
to release’ the1r bombs and will be protected as conscientious objectors.
_Reglons must form nuclear free zones, and nuclear nations must pledge °
0 We must call for conversion plans

the rule of law A world dlsarmement conference 15
_have a. duty to help strengthen the Unlted Natlons
sarmement come about . R

- explode myths fortlfy publlc op1n10n aga1nst
wars: and.’ becomlng truth squads that learn about the issues and’
bore’ through the false arguments of m111tary and pol1t1ca1 leaders.\“'

The task is urgent if we are to have a world where - manklnd can

not only survive but where all people work together for progress for
everybody ~

32



JENNIFER JANE NEIL-

tw—aparthetd and

Joaned the Black

Educating' people to live in'a peaceful society does not happen
overnight. However, I believe women can change society by getting

out there and doing it their way., It has not been women who have cre-
ated the nuclear stockpiles or thé aggressive attitudes ‘towards other
nations, people, and ideologies. We have to encourage all people
that it is worthwhlle to share our resources, preserve our environ-
ment, and guarantee our human- Tights, 1 have always been-an ‘activist
in my approach; writing letters to politicians seems to be a waste of
paper. Dialogue between people is very 1mportant in improving rela-
tions, 1deas ‘and 1deals°> ;

All this sounds very. 1dea115t1c, but I know there can be non- VlO-
lent change if some-of the followlng_%éeas could be tried: o

--A complete change in our education system to include education”
for _peace, without discrimination against any group or nation,
and’ by all means of informati®ds. This should be an integral
part of learnlng in the home, in schools, colleges, and univer-
sities, as well as in programs of contlnuous educatlon through—
“out llfeo_}'“ ‘

--A change in.our 1anguage. glrls and boys should not, always
--hear. about. MANkind and HIS great achlevements._ ~

—-An end to the streaming of women and men into stereotypie g
fields of activity, which 1nev1tab1y leads to a reproductlon
of the abhorrent status quo.

”f--The guarantee of human rlghts all over the world w1thout
which there is no peace and freedom.

‘Let's unite our sisters all over the world in pursult of a more
peaceful society,
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'MME. NGO BA:THANH

Fbundér, President, Vietnamese
Women's Movement -For The: Right To
Live, Now merged. ‘with PRG Women's
Union; Internat@onal WILPF. _

‘Doctor in Law; Un'vers’twes of
Paris and Bavcelona, MCL, :Colum-
bia University, N.Y. . = .

Ex-zntern at- UN Director of

_Sc”

several years in prdson for out-
spoken. views- for peace and inde-
pendence. Symbol of wo _dwtde
campaign for ‘ \
ese political prtsoners..;

- "Signed Peace Treaty with US
women. _ o

Author: The Women, Architects

of'Peace.

~ Married; four children.

Living in the center of a society at war, women have received .
in silence all the effects of injustice and dlshonesty, of faith-
lessness. and incongruity in the ‘huge slaughterhouse of ‘an atrocious
war. Women have suffered many cruel spectacles which are clamoring
to wake up the conscience of humanlty : ~

Being the center of sPiritual development of the family and so-
' ciety, women represent the soul of the nation. And this is justly
the favorite and preponderant medium of women to a nation as well as
a human belng._Though the hand and brain aTre necessary, they are in-
sufficient; the soul is more decisive.

...Women can understand they want to understand before taklng ac-~
tion-and then use their living natural aptitudes for actions to serve
and support the rightecus causes of the nation. Indeed, we are deter-
mined not to be the sacrificial chessmen to anti- -people schemes, not
to be accomplices in internecine slaughter, and not directly or in-
directly play thefrole'of casting more oil on the flame of rancor....
Let us women be the stone that paves the way to our people's: hlstorlc
struggle for peace 1ndependence and freedom.

Let us unlte all good w1lls, overcome all obstacles, mob111ze all
efforts to crush the bulwark of rivalry--that manmade frontier that
has confined the people in- pern1c1ous dissidence--heal the wounds of
war, and unite the adversaries in mutual concession and mutual:pro-
tection, so ashto_testlfy before the world that"WEST AND EAST, WOMEN
WANT PEACE."
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MILDRED SCOTT OLMSTED_'

:E%ecﬁtfue‘birf“jor EMerttus, USA

Doctor Humane Letters, szth CbZ~ .
lege. :
Marrted Three chzldren.

These great obJectlves, essent1a1 1f human belngs are to surV1ve
require from women enormous determlnatlon and w1111ngness to break’
away from trad1t10na1 patterns. We must not only win our personal

‘freedom but use that freedom dlfferently than men have used thelrs.

f It 15 1mportant to free ourselves from - government domlnatlon't
i.e. to learn to face problems dlrectly, not looking at them through
the eyes of our officials. This requires courage because governments:
do not like independent thinkers.

It is essential that we disown violence and depend only on- non-
violent methods. Otherwise we destroy each other. This is dlfflcult
since. most of us have grown up in communltles based on force and power.

It 1s desirable that We meet together frequently, both 1nte atlon-
ally and regionally. Also in. smallér un1ts such as teachers,’health '
workers , students, artists, scientists, so as to exchange 1deas and f
to develop confidence in one another ‘,gf. Lo ;;\gg I E

o It is vital that we know the facts of our world problems uncolored
by propaganda and spec1a1 commerc1a1 or:political. 1nterests.
be useful to contlnuously c1rcu1ate 1nformatlon.

. We must stand together as women ready'and“w1111ng o he'p _

. ther.ﬂ We are all in the same boat-Earth. If it continues. on. its
- present competltlve course . we shall destroy the resourcesf '
we all depend for. life, or we shall k111 off each other wi
_cruelest of weapons. c ; ‘

. Women are at 1east half of mankind. If we are w1111ng"to break
-w1th the past and turn this into a c00perat1ve ‘world we can do- 1t'
Hlstory p01nts in this d1rect10n ‘and we shall suceeed. R
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YOKO ONO

Artist, composer.. Born cn
Japan,’ :

A Zeadzng spokeswoman fbr
Women's Movement; «active in
‘opposition to Viet Nem War

Author, Gragefrutt

Married to "Beatle", John
Lennon )

In their past two thousand years' effort, men have shown us the
failure in their method. of running the world. Instead of falllng in-~
to the same trap, women can offer something that society never had
before.becausevof male dominance: the feminine. direction.

"What are fem1n1n1ty and mascullnlty?” The stereotypes have noth-
ing ‘to do with the true nature of men and women; most people show both
* masculine and feminine tendencies. But, men and women, believing in
‘their. own myths, have enacted their stereotyped roles. So-called mas-
culine and fem1n1ne teridencies do prevail as characterlstlcs of our
soc1ety

v I am prop051ng the feminization of soc1ety the use of the femi-
‘n1ne tendenc1es which, up to now, have been suppressed or dismissed
as shameful or even as harmful, impractical, and irrelevant in the
»maklng of soc1ety——as a positive force to change the world. Contem-
porary society is competitive, 1og1ca1 (inasmuch as the society at- .
‘tempts to base its thinking on logic, or pretends to), and power-
or1ented in its’ structure. Hypocrlsy, violence, and chaos are the
~ result. With feminine intelligence and awareness, we can change the
’ soc1ety into’ a ba51ca11y organic, non- competitive one, based on love
Bt than reasonlng Balance peace, and contentment w111 be the

We:can evolve rather than revolt; come together rather than claim
"1ndependence"and feel rather than th1nk Now, these are characteris-
tics. Wthh are considered feminine. But have men done so well by av01d—
' evelopment of these characterlstlcs w1th1n themselves?

What we need now is the patience and natural wisdom of a pregnant
woman--an awareness and acceptance of our natural resources and of the
ex1stence of our bodies and feellngs. The aim of female revolutlon
will have to be a total one, eventually making 1t a revolutlon for the
whole world. ‘

F
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SAIDIE PATTERSON

Only the blind or the very selflsh are .content with the world.as
it is. Mass poverty, hunger, war, racial confllct cry out for:a: solu—,
tion,  Man can fly through space, walk on the moon, calculate w1th .
computers, and transplant hearts, yet seldom has he felt more trapped,,ﬂ
by processes he cannot control. O

: "The hand that rocks the cradle rules the wor_d" may be - true butfﬂ.;
we must help women to play thelr part in bulldlng a better world '
starting with themselves and thelr own count y. g;' R

Throughout my life, I have had direct. contact with about 90 000
women and the first thing I had to do was to help them to see that
they counted, as they do, and had much to contrlbute to. soc1ety."

We are all free to choose what we llve for and want to ‘give our
energy, talents, and imagination to in creat ng ‘a new soc1ety.

The women learn daily that a person's character is more impor-
tant than the color of their skin or where they worship, or don't, on
a Sunday. In every nation, there are forces at work which create b1t-;
terness, disunity, and destruction. We all want peace, but we have -
not yet paid the price for peace--the price, of faC1ng, w1th God'
help, where we and our nation have been wrong. °

I ask the leaders of every nation to unite in a program which
puts right the past and reconstructs the future.

. Our Women Together have a single message:
If you face a wall of hate, climb it with help in your
hands and hope in your heart

Chairman of Women Together, Belfast,
uniting opposang fdcttons in Northern
Ireland. L

Left school early, faetory worker.
Involved iwn struggle. for a decent ZtU—f~V~
ing for textile workers. . - o

Firgt woman Chairman, Northern Ire—‘-xﬁ
Land Labour Party; member, Training .
School Committees-and Licensing: Com=:i =
mittees; Vice-Chairman, Belfast:Girls': . :::
Club; only woman organizer, Textile .
Workers of the. Amalgamated Transport
and General Workers' Union; Treasurer,
Standing Conference of Women's Organi-
zations; member, Management: Committee,: .
Ulster Hospital; Executive Committee
‘member, Business and Professional
Women's Club: Chairman of People To= .
gether; awarded the M.B.E. by Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II for work
for textile workers and children.




FUNMILAYO RANSOME KUTI

Pmnczpal of Grcmmar SchooZ
»Abeokuta, Nigeria. .
Civie leader. . =
Ran for Legtslature, not sup-
_ported by. Party because of her
.sex;: fbrmed a PeopZe g Party.
i Active in: Yeconciliation
<_~effbrts after Nigertan Civil
“War.: .. -
Aettve zn WILPF and WIDF

”What a Joy' What an achlevement' ‘What a dream come truel!"
It is a wonderful occassion for women to think that a special day and
a year are set aside which can.be called 'Women's.'" T heartily con~
~gratulate all ‘the women all over the world who have contributed to the
struggle against women's suppression, insult, and subordination.
Women must enjoy equal rights, equal privileges with men in all spheres
of 11fe. :

They are also endowed with the honor and respect due to them as
vmothers., ‘Babies are born and bred by- them"they -are chlefly respon—
51b1e for h,‘upbrlnglng of these children. Mothers must be-wide "
“awake ‘to ‘the- ‘big. respon51b111ty allotted- to them :in shaping the be-
havior of their children. A .child must be brought up .to know his or
‘her rlght “ttltude towards other children .at home, at: school ~and _
wherever they’may meet .. No matter what their status, rellglon .race,
or -color, children must be taught to be friendly, tolerant, elfless,v‘
.and helpfu -to‘one another, for it is. through this peaceful attltude .
peace w111 ‘be ensured throughout the world; they are ...
; Frlendllness among chlldren all over the




‘HELEN ‘REDDY

Equallty, Development and Peace? Words like that sound wonderful
but what do.they have ito-do with my life? = Yes, T know ‘the world is in-
a mess, but what can I do about it? T don't have any power or 1nf1u-
ence to change thlngs.i I'm just one woman :

Dear s1sters weﬁareleach of us 1ust one woman maybe the separa- o
tions that d1V1de us . should be .Seen . as-an opportunlty ‘to: develop 1nd1—g
v1dually A woman who develops ‘her talents to ‘the fullest 15 not only

increasing the ‘amount f”sk1ll she ha Sto g1ve to the world he is
also chang1ng herself. : - ‘

A wife who th1nks her husband i's” too 1nte111gent not to change his
attitude about her, changes her’ marr1age because she realizes that be—
fore men and women ‘can ‘be equal in- 5001ety, ‘they must first reach-
equallty w1th1n the marrlages wh1ch are a mlcrocosm of the1r SOC1ety

A mother who glves her ch11dren an 1deal to emulate prOV1des the
education and" sp1r1tua1 values they W111 need to overcome harmful out-
side 1nf1uences, such as telev151on whlch promotes nutr1t10na11y
def1c1ent foods’ for the1r bodies and v1olence for the1r m1nds.

A homemaker who starts a vegetable“garden in her baCkyard is do-
ing ‘something. about global famine .in .the-same:way.that a-secretary who.
stops smoking and-uses:her tobacco allowance to buy an 1ndoor plant is’
doing something about .air pollutien. - SR :

Each of us worklng to develop ourselves and 1mprove our 1mmed1ate
environment can spread into everw1den1ng 11rc1es until’ ;

5

301ned together in equal pursuit of peace on Earth

Singer and author of I Am Wom~
an, called the "theme song of
International Women's Year."

Daughter of Australian enter-
tainers; debuted at the age of
four. at’the‘TivoZi‘Theaterginv

Perth. s R
Came to the USA; has had e
erous hit songs;: appeared in :
movies, -and. appears frequentlyw¢w
~on television;. active in Demo-
eratic Party polities. -
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ELIZABETH REID

: ‘The needs of women, the problems of women, and the life patterns
“of women vary from culture to culture, from region to region, How-
'*ever,gthey have at least: this in common: that there are-‘cultural prac-
‘tices and-attitudes which harm dlstort and 11m1t the potentlal of ‘
women s divess S S

Perhaps the most important objective we can have is to attempt
to reassess and challenge the customs and practices that harm women,
;"and'the attitudes and assumptlons ‘that soc1et1es make about women s
-1es, weaknesses, strengths, and 11ves.

: If we. are to bu11d the kind of soc1ety 1n wh1ch women are no .
-:longer dlscrlmlnated agalnst either explicitly or 1mp11c1t1y, then we’
must refusg to ‘accept general assessments of what women are like., A
society Wthh recognizes the particular abilities, and potential of
each.’ 1nd1v1dua1 woman. and, man, regardless of cultural expectatlons,.
mustbe our aim. - Many of the assumptions held about women in our so-
ciety, wh1ch have ‘been passed down from generatlon to generatlon, are
- false and 1nsu1t1ng. These need to be challenged and discussed in or-
der to-assess thelr validity., Too often the mere fact of being a wo-
‘man gives rise’ to ‘assumptions and expectations about our abilities,
‘our personallty, and our. behav1or ‘which become so imbedded within the
1anguage and the culture of a society that we ourselves begin to see
‘them as natural. This low self-esteem, this lack of self-confidence,
leads us. to consent to and thereby reinforce these myths..

We must ‘cease to see ourselves as others see us,: We must cease i .
to 1ead our lives through the lives of' others. Our lives-and our hap- ..
pinéess must be determined and controlled by us, - Now we can begin to !
_exist in our own right,

Special Adviser ‘to The Prim
Minister on Wbmen 8 Affatr3'
Australia.

Head of Australtan DeZega_
tion to UN.-World Conference -
for the Internattonal Wbmen s
Year. E
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- JEHAN ‘EL-SADAT "

First Lady of Egypt.

Founder, Chairman, Arvab-African
Women's League.

Founder, Director, Talla Society,
to help village women.

MHafa'a Wa Amal"- (Faith and-Hope)
Rehabilitation Center, integrated
city. for. handtcapped veterans and
etvilians.. - . =

Conecerns tnclude tmplementtng fam-
ily planntng programs, . ‘eradicating
illiteracy, passage of Civil Rights
Law,: :more - rzghts to women and secur-
ity to family. - ‘ :

Molding struggle fbr women's rzghts
to meet strictly Egyptian needs. Not
challenging family structure, .but bat-
tling fbr greater feminine partzctpa-
tion in public life. :

Member, Arab Socialist Union.

Attending Cairo. University's
Faculty of Arts.

Mother of four.

So much has been said ‘and wrltten already that one feels it is
futile to say any more. Action must be taken by men and women all ,
over the world to improve the lot of mankind, for that is what equal-
ity means in the end. It means a happier fanlly, a happier society,

a happier world, - ‘ '

The International Women's Year is an expr6551on of the world'

~ growing awareness that woman must assume her rightful place in the hu=-
man:-quest. for ultimate happlness...and harmony.: - For what .is happl—-
ness? Is it not simply to feel at harmony w1th oneself and one's sur-
roundings? - . : Jux : : Lo ;

It i5 my sincere belief that woman' s main function on earth is
to create and keep the harmony. A function that for so long has been
neglected and must today be realized’ By us all. It is not a battle ‘
against man; it is not a desire to be better; it is a yearnlng for’
part1c1pat10n for self-realization, for fulflllment

It 1s extremely .important that we direct our energles where they,'
would be most useful; not waste them in hysterical cries for revolu-
tionizing--and, in the process, jeopardizing--the man-woman relation--
ship. It is important to realize and to prove to all that we are.
partners not competltors in. the struggle for a better world; that
we complement not contradict, one another. That is best done by dis-
covering our true realm and functlonlng wholeheartedly within it,
with the 51ncere conviction that each grain of energy exerted, each
little result achleved contributes to the whole,

We must now initiate a concerted effort for untimate harmony
... and peace,
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NALEDI SERETSE:

Treasurer; Botswana Counczl of
Wbmen, Zater affiliated with*:
International ‘Council of Women.

Junior Certificate of Nurstng,

-South Africa; three jears in '
General Nursing, continued at.
Hammersmtth Hospital, Ehglaﬂd

‘Delegate to UN Seminar on the ;

Civie and PoZztﬁcaZ Educatton of
31Wbmen.~“ g

Sister: of Preswdent of Botswana

Mbther of five.

International Women's Year coincided with the inclusion of the first
two women in Botswana's National Assembly, my country's highest law-
making body. Eight years ago when we gained independence, it would have
been a dream to think of a woman sitting in the National AssemBly, but
thlS has happened in most countrles of the developlng world.

The Chinese adage has it that a journey of a thousand miles begins
with one step. What might appear to be an insignificant step forward
often leads to a breakthrough. I therefore have good cause to be opti-
mistic about the future, not only for my: part of the world, but for:all
mankind. What contribution can:-women make toward the equality of the"
~races? - In the years ahead, women should be more practical in solving -
racial problems. We should play our effective role in the family by’
teachlng our young ones, the future leaders of the world society, to
give more thought and attention to the sufferings of the deprived and
underprlveleged members of society. We should frequent more mixed .
social gatherings with them ‘than we have prev1ously done,

Economic and social development of any 5001ety is not an exc1u51ve
obligation of the men. "Official recognition of women's rights should
be enough-to‘reassure all women‘who have been dbubtful’ébout-their”rdles,

We can contribute towards peace by evaluat1ng our past performance
in various women's organizations. Have we been hostile toward‘other
movements? - Let us bury our differences--whether protagonists of the
women's domestic role or of women's 11b—-and strive for a unlted force
so we can bargain for peace, eguality, and freedem from a DOSltlon
of strength.
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- HELVI SIPILA

; Qeeretary-GeneraZ International
Women's Year;.Secretary-General,.

World Conference for IWY; UN Assz-
tant Secretary-General for Social
Development-Humanitarian Affairs.

Lawyer; Supreme Court Judge, »

Finland; honorary. law. degrees.__; L
: Fbrmer Finland UN Delegate; Chazr
Third Comnittee; Chair, Conmission
on Status of Women;  Special Rappor-

" teur on Family Planning. - s
 Former Prestdent: Internatzonal
Federation Women. Liaw
Prestdent Internateonal Couneil: of
Women; World Girl Guides, Scouts.'

‘Married, with three sons. T

Since the UN began in 1945 a great deal has been done to improve -
the situation.and status of women in the world... Age-old.traditions,
attitudes and practices are still, however, slow to change - and the
gap between law and reality remains very wide.. ~

The percentage of women holdlng pollcy making posts in the 1oca1
national- and international areas still remains strikingly small...
Women remain in many countries seriously disadvantaged at every: levelz
of education... In the field of civil law, and espec1ally family law,
the principle of equality has not yet won universal acceptance,..
Policies which attempt to give women an equal place with men in eco-
nomic life, while at the same time confirming women's traditional re-
spon51b111ty for the care of the home and children, have no prospect
of fulfilling the first of these aims... How can we improve the qua--
lity of life of a human being born to an illiterate, economically de-
pendent, malnourished and over-burdened woman, whose health may leave
much to be de51red and who gives birth to one child per year?.., ’

o -~ Excerptg from UNESCO Courler March 1975

The UN 1s‘noth1ng when it comesvto 1mp1ementat1on.’ It cannot
change your laws, your education,’ y5ur economic plans. You are. the ,
ones: wh can‘elect ‘people to the parliaments and the mun1c1pa1 coun—
11 the dec151ons are made. You should be 1nvolved in. o

T

,.thlnk t_ere is any country 1n the world wh1ch is developed
11 underdeveloped and women are the most underdeveloped

-~ Excerpts from remarks to Tribune of'IWY.'
Worid Conference, Xilonen, June 23, 1975
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AGNES ZENA STAPLEDON

"What more compelling evidence could there be for the need of In-
ternational Women's Year than the thousands of millions of pounds the
~national governments propose to spend on armaments in 19757' Even the
British Labour Government alone is to spend 3700 million pounds.

When things have gone 'so-wrong with world relatlonshlps as they have
at present, surely thosé-who have ‘borne the'burden of decision-making
would positively want’ others to” ‘share the respon51b111ty -and. take a
1ook at the 51tuat10n through fresh eyes. » =

all,
tltude ; ‘
selves: adequately tralned to functlon. With such auqulred skllls add-
ed to the intuitive qua11t1es fairly general in women=-sympathy,ima-
ginative understanding of human reaction, down-to-earth assessment of
what really matters for 11V1ngw-they could make a p051t1ve contribu-
tion toward a peaceful world,: B :

The least we can hope ‘from International Women s Year is the eli-
mination of the most’'blatant discriminations against women--in law,
'in economic parity and independence, and in equality of opportunity
for training and promotion, The day has yet to dawn when the average
man will cease to-undervalue characteristics in women which differ
from his own. That will be the end of "second-class citizens!"

There will be no moré need for International Women's Year.

President, British Section WILPF.
Born in New Zealand. Spent 25
years in Australza, went to Ehgland'

- after marriage.

Two incidents in early the in=
elined her to work for pedce: as-a
child seeing Australian troops‘em=
bark for Boer War; as adolescent’
taktng part in reférendum on con=_
seription-in World War I. ‘

Joined WILPF in early 30s and
-served ‘on local and mational céom-
mittees, and International ‘Frxecu-
tive Committee..
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ETHEL TAYLOR

An organtzer of Commtttee of .
Liatson with Families and“Servzce-
men Detatned in North Viet Nam,
after visit: to North Viet Nam. .
and International PZea fbr Peace.

HMother of two.‘_

Women sometimes band together at dangerous 1ntersect1ons to pre-_
vent traffic from proceedlng until the authorities promlse ‘to prevent
death or injury to innocent people especially children. How much great-
er is the need for women to band together 1nternat10na11y to prevent a
nuclear collls1on.

The very immensity of the problem tends to numb our capac1ty ‘to act.
Yet it is possible that a nuclear explosion will take place somewhere
within the next five years either by acc1dent or de51gn - :

Lip service is given to deescakatlon of nuclear arms and’ dlsarmament
by governments. Nuclear weapons and nuclear countries 1ncrease. ‘The pro-
liferation of nuclear reactors, osten51bly for energy use, can cause a
like growth in the number of nat1ons with nuclear: weapons potentlal

Women just 301n together in international 51sterhood to demand of
governments-an end to the development, testing and productlon ‘'of nuclear
weapons and ‘the destruction of existing stockpiles. There must: be an end
to the macho dream of nuclear superiority and 11m1ted nuclear war if our
children are to have a peaceful world. - S

If these times are to have any meanlng then they must 51gnal the be-
ginning of the total involvement of women in the liberation of their:
country and the world from m111tary domination and nuclear expansion
which can destroy us all. Only in this way can human needs be met and.
only in this climate can women realize true equality and development.
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INGA THORSSON

Member of Swedish Riksdag; Under-
Secretary of State, Ministry for
Foreign Affairs. .Swedish Disarma-
ment Delegation;: Head: ‘Negotiator:
international population,. interna-
tional technical. and sczenttfic co-
operation;.: and envzronmental L8sues.

Chairman,‘UN Non[Proszeratton
Treaty Revzew Conférence

Degrees in general aﬂd"physzcal ed-
ucation. . Former - Chazrman, Soetal Demo-
cratwc Unton of Wbmen, Commzssaoner for
Socaal Affairs, Stockholm County Coun-
eil; Consultant, Ministry for Foreign
Affazrs,,Ambassador to Isvael; Head of
United Nations - Dzvtszon for Social Dev~
elopment. = '

Author of numerous publtcattons, in-
cluding Abortion=Why, No To Swedish
Atomie Weapons, A Society More Fit for
Human Beings, International Sweden,

The Social Situation of the Developing
Countries, and For Sweden in the World.

All around the world, meetings and symposia are held and expert
- groups are working to find formulas for the solution of today's burn-
~ing global problems of mass poverty, populatlon growth, energy and
food crises, and the dangers to wh1ch we expose the human environment.,
A growing number of people seem to agree that, if left unsolved -
these problems will constitute a threat to human survival,

As the Swedish representative in international negotiations on
.disarmament, I have been struck by the comparatively small amount of
time and. space given in the international debate on resources, envi-
‘ronment, and himan equity to the greatest misuse of resrouces ever
seen in a world in need and suffering, i.e., the armaments race,
Quite beside the danger of extinction, always imminent in a world .
where the qualitative nuclear arms race continues year after year,
and where proliferation of nuclear explosion capacity is again taking
place, we shall of course never have sufficient resources to cope with
-food, energy, and other urgent problems without considerable reduc-
thDS in spending on armaments and the corresponding transfer of hu—
-man- and natural resources to development ‘and peace-building, '

As manklnd's future is inextricably linked with drastic change.

- in’resource-use, and as this decade is the decade of development and
disarmament, I hope that all concerned groups of people will find
‘ways and means to bring pressure to bear on this world's big and
.mighty to reduce, soon, the burdens of armaments on mankind and there-
by ‘brighten:the human prospect.
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VALENTINA NIKOLAYEVA TERESHKOVA

First woman to fly in space. Cos-
monaut, aeronautical engtneer. :Hero
of Sbvﬁet Union.. : :

Chairman, Soviet Woman's Commzttee‘

Member Presidivwm, -Supreme Soviet.

Represents USSR and SWC at many
international conferfences..

Married, one daughter.:

"Equality, development peace"
They are inseparable.

- Without peace, there can be no
progressive development of mankind,
nor full equality of women, no mat-
ter in what country they live,
Peace is the grand achievement of
mankind, To implement peaceful co-
existence of states with differing
social systems has been the primary task of Soviet forelgn policy.

To make detente stable and irreversible, to deliver mankind from the
threat of a new world war and to eliminate'tension caused by aggres=
sion, nations must vigorously work for it, This problem cannot be
solved without women's participation. : '

_ Soviet women are ardent champions of peace. Having lived through
the horrors. of invasion which cost the Soviet state 20 million lives,
our women, equally with men, consider themselves responsible for
promoting peace. Nothing unites women more closely than the common
concern about peace and the destlny of our future generatlons

: Women s equality has come true in our country. Soviet law pro-
_clalms the equality of women in. laboﬁx the family, and society. In a -
~ short -time, our country has reached great achievements. An indispen-
" sible- condltlon of swift development is the active participation of
women in all spheres of society's: Tife that is ensured by socialism,
‘such participation being the source of great moral satisfaction,

. Soviet women are making a considerable contribution to the devel- -
opment of their country. Half of all employed in -all branches of the
national economy are women, They make up 70% of doctors, 73% of workw
‘ers in education and culture, 40% of researchers and 32% of englneers.
_Among the deputles to the Supreme Soviet, one third are women.

Through their 1nsp1r1ng work, Soviet women create material wealth,
transform their native land and take part in administering state af—
fairs. For this they enjoy prestige and the love of all our people.
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MARTHA TRANQUILLI

Honorary Vice—Preszdent USA;
Seetion WILPF. .

Nurse; went from north to N
Mississippi to work in BZack
hospital.

Refused to pay income tax =
for Viet Nam War. Arrested,‘f.:
tried, imprisoned. S

WILPF representative. among -
Oglala Sioux Native Amert—"
eans. - ,
Mbther of three, grandmother.i

The news fills me with foreboding. The Times carries a front page
headline, '"Police Train for Food Riots.' They are training with M-1
rifles. Addiction to food (eating) is widespread, so I suspect anyone
interested in obtaining food is going to obtain guns first--after read-
ing that headline. And I doubt very much if the hungry women with hun-
gry children are going to be interested in what we write about. '

The astronomical figures involved in studying the economy benumb me
much the same as the overdose of violence has blunted the sensibilities
of our citizens. With unemployment rising and plants operating far be-
low capacity, this is an . ideal time to convert the nation from a war to
peace-oriented economy.

With Mr. Nixon's resignation which prevented an investigation of ‘the
misuse of Presidential power or the illegal use of that power the insi-
dious growth of fascism is becoming visible. What is not visible is the
awareness of the people. : a

Perhaps that is our, job as women; exposure of the erosions of our
Constitution. (Question: why do the Arabs with all that oil need a nu-
clear reactor for energy?) Is exposure enough? Must we not, as givers
of life, teach by example? Refuse to nurture the machines of death?
Refuse to feed it with our money or our sons? Tax money channelled in-
to alternative pro;ects or shared with others who need it is bette? spent
than tax money given the government., :

The last Depression taught us that money in a bank was not securlty
From the ceoming Depression, we will learn that by ignoring the needs of
developing nations or of our own people, we will destroy ourselves.
Shuffling men in and out of Congress will change nothing unless we de-
mand the change.

~--Excerpts, Letter from Terminal Island Federal Prison
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KATH WALKER

PR

et. Australian Aborigine

Men, women, and children should be encouraged to respect their
own identity. Women who try to ape men in the desire to be equal
are defeating their own object. They merely pander to the already
overblown ego of their men, Women cannot find equality by aping
their men.

Women of the world should work towards educating their sisters,
to break their ropes of bondage placed .there by men, Men can be
trained at home with the children to share the work load. Rotating
the work load prevents boredom. Men, as well as children, should be
encouraged not only to select a menu but also to cook the meals, A
child of three can and will answer a phone just as well as mum or dad.
Dad is as clever as mum when it comes to changing baby's diaper., Wo-
men are as clever as men in mowing lawns., Besides it is good exer-
cise for all the family. This sharing of the work load at home does
lead to peace, harmony, and unity. S

It's time to come to the human relationship conference table and
to talk about the sharing of all work, Be it house, field, industry,
or professions, all people can share the load. Never refer to any
work as being men's work or women's work or children's work,

After women have educated the home field, it will only be a mat-
ter of time before they and their educated men and children will be
out educating the other fields outside the home. It's up to the wo-
men to show the way by teaching.

SO GO TO IT, WOMEN!



IN ABSENTIA

L(lli
Some of our sisters never received
our correspondence.
RETVEN .TO 3330
nxpawﬂb»‘ 99‘“’* A I o

Others were unable to respond.

It is not easy for us to write . . . because of the exceptional
situation we are living through . . .

. . . names of persons who formerly beIonged to a now illegal
organization are placed on a list and teey are then subject to . . .

. « » here in this warfare situation there is no time to write or
even to thlnk « oo

. . . Unfortunately we are precluded from being quoted . . .
nothing that I say can be quoted o o .

.« .. only official 1nd1v1duals appointed by the authorltles can
participate in 1nternat10nal act1v1t1es .« . .

You understand it well, I hope . . .
My thoughts, hopes -and prayers aie with you all . . .
« « « Love to all of you, dearest friends, for all of your devo-

tion and loyalty to principles for which so many millions of women
are standing with untiring and increasing determination.
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