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The Institute for the Protection of Lesbian and Gay Youth, Inc. s
a not-for-profit tax exempt organization composed of professional persons
working to protect the interests of lesbian and gay youth, to prevent their
exploitation, and to promote their physical -and mental well beipg. The
Institute is made up of a Board of Directors, a professional staff and a
corps of volunteers.

The Institute was established in 1980 by Emery S. Hetrick, M.D. a com-
munity and social psychiatrist and A. Damien Martin, Ed.D., an Associate
Professor at New York University, School of Education, Health, Nursing, and
Arts Professon (SEHNAP). It opened its offices as a full social service
agency in November, 1983.

The Institute has the following goals:

To promote and monitor appropriate services to gay
and lesbian youth;

To foster coordination of existing services;

To retain youth in their biological, foster, or adoptive
families; :

To prevent delinquency;

To educate the general public, youth serving agencies, and
other concerned groups about the needs of lesbian and gay youth;

To identify the specific needs of this population and to
encourage research about lesbian and gay youth.

Perhaps the major difficulty faced by gay and lesbian teenages is isolation.
Their isolation is not only secial, however. It also includes the cognitive
isolation that comes with a lack of access to accurate, supportive information.
This book, and those that hopefully will follow, is an attempt to reduce that lack.
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