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Opening of First International Congress of Women at
The Hague, 1915. Left to right: Mrae. Thoumaiam, Armenia; Leopoldina
Kulka, Austria; Miss Hughes, Canada; Rosika Schwimmer, Hungary; Dr
Anita Augspurg, Germany; Jane Addams, USA, President of the Congress;
Eugenie Hamer, Belgium; Dr. Aletta Jacobs, President of the Dutch
Executive Committee; Chrystal MacMillan, Great Britain; Rosa Genoni,
Italy; Anna Kleman, Sweden; Thora Daugaards Denmark; Louise Keilhau,
Norway. The Congress created the organization named a few years
later The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom.



INTRODUCTION

NEVER BEFORE IN HISTORY have women made history as they are making
it today.

There have been other feminists in other times. But never has the
women's movement moved so extensively and pervasively, —nor has the
promise of its impact for change been so compelling.

Official recognition of this worldwide phenomenon was given by the
United Nations' designation of 1975 as International Women's Year, and
its initiation of action projected for the following decade.

Its goals, "Equality, Development, Peace" are revolutionary con-
cepts. Their attainment implies radical changes in our lives and our
institutions.

Is our collective consciousness sufficiently raised? Are we pre-
pared to change our lifestyles and our thinking as well as the need to
break through institutional rigidities? Do we recognize the scale of
the opportunity before us? Will society be any different if and when
women 6btain equal voice? . '*\ •

The sceptics say there will be no difference. The reigns of
queens and "presidentas" have been indistinguishable from those of
their male counterparts. Women are just as competitive and violent as
men, they say.

Optimists see an unprecedented opportunity for women to make the
difference between a world society marked by blatant discrimination,
economic injustice and rampant militarism, to one that more nearly
approximates the ideals of equality, development and peace. They see
women as potentially the largest and most dynamic pressure group,
which by united action, could turn the tide. Either guided by natural
attributes (whether biologically or sociologically determined)„ or
simply as enlightened observers of the manmade horrors of the present



scene, women have the numbers, the capabilities, and the emerging
power to change the course of history.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom opts for
the optimists' view. Even without certainty of success, the struggle
gives added meaning and high purpose to our lives. As WILPF begins
its seventh decade of action for the goals expressed in its name,
(goals conceptually interchangeable with those of the International
Women's Year) we rejoice in the promise of the International Women's
Decade. Feminists in action since the early days, we look forward
to the later day when the principles of our international women's
movement will be so woven into the worldlife network that its organi-
zations will no longer be needed.

Until then, they may be the energizing force from which basic
change is made.

This booklet is an attempt to help people listen to significant
women and women listen to one another. To the extent that it iden-
tifies leaders it is not for the purpose of exalting individuals but
simply to present their ideas in the hope of encouraging all women to
exert leadership in the cause hopefully defined by Friedan as "the
shortest road to humanism."

The women in this contemporary sampler represent differing ideo-
logies, regions and perspectives. Each is amply qualified by expe-
rience and achievement to speak. No one, however, including the
editor, could be expected to agree with all of them. Their signifi-
cance is multiplied by their awareness that

there cannot be equaii-ty where there is injustice and war
there cannot be development where there is war and oppression
there cannot be -peace where there is oppression and injustice

I am grateful to each and all of the women herein who took the
time to write down their thoughts as they go about making—and
changing, history.

Kay Camp



Pictures of Vilraa Espin de Castro, Justice
Annie Jiagge, and Elizabeth Reid are United
Nations photographs.•

I wish to express my gratitude to Barbara
Armentrout and Mary Jensen for their help in
the preparation of the material, and to Ruth
Seeley for the cover design.

ABBREVIATIONS

IPRA International Peace Research Institute
IWY International Women's Year
ILO International Labor Organization
NGO Non-Governmental Organization at United Nations
UN United Nations-\ :
WIDF Women's International Democratic Federation
WILPF Women's; International League for Peace and Freedom
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W n m o , ., 3f anmeeting at the 25th session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of
Women, held from 14 January to.l February, 1974. The session recommended the convening of a

World Conference during International Women's Year.



KUSALA ABHAYAVARDHANA

Member 6f Parliament_, Sri Lanka.
Attended a Buddhist Girls' School,

University of Sri Lanka and London
School of Economics. Studied Social
Science. Social worker in Londony,
then Colombo. Contested a seat ".•
for Colombo Municipal Council.
Eleven years later was elected to
Parliament! where she voted for
agrarian reform even though losing
most of her land. ].
President of Sri Lanka WILPF.

Instrumental in forming National
Committee for IWY3 first Joint [.
Secretary.

A headline in little Sri Lanka announcing the designation of
1975 as IWY read "UN Sponsors Women's Lib." It sounded a bit flip-
pant and I hoped that it did not distort the true purposes for which
this year was so named.

In my country,, for over 30 years, girls have had access to free
education as much as the boys» As for the women, if they needed to
improve their status in society, they have had the use of the vote
since 1931. Therefore, as far as I am concerned this year is not
only for women's liberation but for the liberation of the whole of
our society from the shackles that keep>us imprisoned in our poverty
and unemployment. Nature has endowed tfii's little island, as well as
the world, with plentiful resources. There is no need at all that
poverty and unemployment should exist anywhere,,

We feel that the aims of IWY have been formulated to give great-
er emphasis to this total struggle; this is why in;Sri Lanka the Na-
tional Committee for IWY is comprised of men's as well as Women's or-
ganizations. Together we endorse the idea that when we achieve
liberation for our society, women'• will be liberated not once but
twice over. May International Women's Year be the harbinger of real
peace and freedom for my country and the rest of the world.



BELLA ABZUG

I salute the gains that women are making in education, develop-
ment, human rights, and civic improvement. We are finding that we
can unite and work together around the world to make substantial
changes in living conditions.

But in the most vital area, world peace, no comparable progress
has been made. The most basic decisions, determining the life or
death of the human race, are still made by men. In almost every na-
tion, in the United States and in the United Nations, all-male war
councils still set and pursue the strategy of deterrence through mu-
tual 'terror. Centuries of conditioning have set their minds in pat-
terns of nationalism, bluff, and bluster. But such games are far too
dangerous for a world which can now be blown up by accident or mis-
calculation.

Nor can there be any major improvement in the lives of human
beings so long as the world is willing to spend $250 billion a year
for armaments. Societies geared to war cannot use their resources
to better peoples' lives. They are locked into a pattern of threat
and counter-threat, regardless of the tremendous waste involved.

Women have had a different conditioning, with species survival
their primary concern. We must begin to interpose this awareness be-
tween the acts of men and their disastrous consequences. We must
become part of deliberations on the highest levels of government in
every country. We must press for genuine disarmament, not merely ag-
agreements that actually raise the level of nuclear weapons. And in
the process, we must never lose sight of our universal sisterhood and
the oneness of the human race.

United States Congresswdman.
Chair_, Subcommittee on Govern-
ment Information and Individual
Rights. Chair} Democratic Study
' Group Task Force on Women. Out-
spoken proponent for womens' '•-
rights and other humanitarian1

c a u s e s . ; ; '•'•".• ;

A founder of National. Womens
Political Caucus. Member . : .
National Commission on Obser- :
vance of WI.. Candidate for ^,
United States Senate. , •-,-.•.'•:.-.. r
' ' ' ' '
, Married, with two daughters.



HORTENSIA BUSSI DE-ALLENDE

•-V- '!

The exiled widow of the martyred former President, of Chile3 Sra. Allende
is a leader of the worWMde resistance to Chile's present military govern-
ment and of the struggle to free Chilean political prisoners.

On behalf of the Chilean women who are suffering the horrors; of a brutal
dictatorship, I salute all 'organizations which engage in consistent action
toward fulfilling the role of women in a complete human,-sense.-,' Our battle, as
women, must be part of the daily social, political-and - economic- struggles
toward equality in all human relations, and toward;releasing'human energy in
a world of peace, because only in peace may we, and .all members of society,
stand to our full human stature.

In Chile, our Popular Government was
fully aware of the need to break the habits
and patterns of domination. Our effort
toward the release of the full potential
of women has been interrupted by the fascist
manacles of multinational corporate imperi-
alism. : ; v .•'•-

Today in Chile's terror chambers and
prisons, our people are subject to the most
devastating abuses conceivable. The treat-
ment of women goes even beyond the conceivable.
The torturers unleash their sexual sadism on
our companeras mercilessly. y

They have made a concentration camp of ":"
my country, giving our women the especially
difficult role of keeping together what is
left of their families and communitites, when
hunger and survival are the daily considera- • ."
tions. These women of the working class, the
vast majority of Chileans, who are carrying a
double burden, represent the finest qualities
of women anywhere in the world. Only by
demonstrating active opposition to fasfep.sm
in Chile can we pay tribute to the courageous
women "who maintain their dignity and morale inside and outside the concen-
tration camps are are the strength of a resistance movement which is alive
and growing and fighting despite adversity.

The knowledge and analysis of the oppression of women must be trans-
lated into anti-imperialist actions; we must turn the pain of oppressed
women into indignation and channel it effectively into an organized world
solidarity movement which will fight for the liberation of all oppressed
peoples. We will not falter until freedom is won for all.

• - * - .



RAHANTAVOLOLONA RAZAFINDRAKOTOHASINA ANDRIAMANJATO

First Malagasy woman engineer.
Chief of Division of Water in the

, Ministry of the Economy and Commerce,
Madagascar; responsible for food and
water for all cities.

1 Received diploma in Engineering
, from Women's Polytechnic School in
Paris and certificates of higher .-,-
education from Faculty of Sciences
in Paris in Fluid Mechanics and

1 Applied Aerodynamics.
First Malagasy woman assistant to

theMayor of Tananarive. President
of the Tananarive section of the ...
AKFM political party (party of the
Congress for the Independence of

Madagascar). President of the EGO Malagasy Committee for Inter-
national Women's Year. Member of' the Mission and Evangelization
Commission of the World Council of Churches in Geneva. Member of
the Council of the WIDF. Mother of four.

From my personal experience and in the context of my country, I think
that the liberation of women can only be conceived in complete synthesis
with the struggle of its people;against colonialism, neo-colonialism, im-
perialism and for the construction of a world of justice and peace.

In the framework of the theme "equality, development, peace," I would
like to express the following wish:

"That the women of the capitalist world be not only absorbed
in the struggle for equality", but that they also know that the
rights which they have, or which they ought to have, make them
adult and responsible persons. Responsible toward those who are
being killed, if they ever want to be out from under the yoke of the
the capitalists and the international trusts.

"I hope that the women of the capitalist world will be able to
find in their countries, with all men of good will, the radical
means to stop the exploitation of people in African, Asian and
Latin American countries, and that our tears of grief will dry up,

/thanks to the combined efforts of all the forces burning for justice
and peace." , ' .'



ALICE APPEA

National Organizer and Director of SOS
Children's Village.
First General Secretary of Women's Section

of Convention People's Party3 led by Dr.
Kuame Nkrumah. Organized Market Women's
Association and Women's Section of the Civil
Servants' Association of Trade Union Congress
6 f " : G l a c 6 r i x u . .•'••• 'y-,----- . • ' . ••••:, • • ••' . •

Active official and organizer of Voluntary
Work Camp Association of Ghana. Served'as
National Matron3 Camp Commandant and Regional
Organizer of the Workers' Brigade. Did rehabi-
litation work for flood disaster victims of
giant Volta River damming.
Has participated in many UN and UNESCO con-

ferences and projects3 such as Voluntary Work
Camp in the Cameroons and UN Seminar on Civic
and political Education of Women in Ghana.
Regional Coordinator of Africa and General

Secretary of fHe Ghana section of WILPF.

I believe that this is a woman's world. Much of the striving by men
may be traced to women as the primers of the hidden strings of action in men.
And, when a man, by dint of inspiration from a woman, Wins the laurel, he
brings it proudly home and places it at the foot of the woman in his life.

Traditions such as marriage, funerals and other rituals are sustained
today as they were yesterday by-women.

Even the practice of polygamy has its roots in woman's instigation. The
wife felt unable to reap all the fields a man had cultivated and permitted
her husband to add another wife to help her. , With the introduction of educa-
tion, Christianity and industrialization, the attitude toward polygamy has
undergone some changes. Yet there are still women who, despite their educa-
tion, would rather be the second or third than the only wife; they do not
regard sex as exploitation of the fejfrgle by the male.

I believe that women are cut out to play distinctive and differentiated
roles in society. They are physically, psychologically, biologically and
temperamentally different from men. For all his exploits, a man cannot
bear a child. , :

Among the Akan there is a queenmother for every king. Succession and
inheritance are through the maternal line. This is not to say/ however, that
women in Ghana already wield the power they want/ --though they are more
likely to want to wield influence.

The rights women aspire to can only come about through the skillful
leadership of women themselves. Using their natural gifts of persuasion
and influence, women can bring about social transformation.



JOAN BAEZ

World-famous folksinger, musical artist
and social activist. Singer at festivals,
marches, demonstrations, sails. Visited
Hanoi under tombing s.

Founder Institute for the Study of
Non-violence.

Lives her beliefs3 speaks her mind.
"I had a choice of whether I wanted to be
a millionairess.,.but I think it [s point-
less to have stored up X-million dollars
when they could be put to use somewhere."

Life is a struggle, and an upstream one. I think it involves much
pain, and many things that we may sometimes consider:to be sacrifice. Work
involves faith, for if we are, to build a world that will give us a future,
it will be the first time that world has ever been built. It means wemust
be ready to live for it and to die: for it when the time comes. I think;only
when you recognize that you are intimately related to every living being on
the face of the earth, only then are you being honest with yourself; Being
honest with yourself gives you a cornerstone on. which to begin a vital,,:
frightening, exciting and joyous attempt at living. There is pain, there is
pain, there is pain, and there is joy, there is joy, there is joy. ;And per-
haps, when we do our work well, there will be little patches of peace.

I'm a pacifist. I have absolutely no faith in the nationstate. ,al have
no faith in the armaments. You and I have to be serious about refusing to
pay any income taxes; there's no way to gripe about B->52s and pay for them
at the same time. Non-payment of taxes has to move from a symbolic act to a
necessary reality. There will have to be and there will be more who refuse
to fly and drop bombs.

We must begin to understand that we must take chances and risks. You
may choose a life that is convenient to you, that may or may not be half a
life or a quarter of a life or hardly a life at all. Or you may choose a
life which involves tremendous sacrifices and is a very risky life, but it's
only if you and I decide that we're going to choose a risky life that we
have any meaning to the people we're killing all over the world today.

So I must ask you to join the front lines of the war against the stone
age mentality of passivity, fear, and violence, and live a life where you
at least choose some of your own risks. We are truly our brother's mothers
and our sister's sisters. Now with weapons of truth, love, compassion^
intelligence and imagination, let's prove it.



EDITH BALLANTYNE

We women aspire to peace. We know that peace is essential to healthy
human development, and we know that equal rights can be more easily —
and perhaps only — achieved in conditions of peace.

We also know that so long as the big military establishments and the
arms race dictate the priorities in national planning and budgeting, the
structures and facilities needed to improve our situation as women and to
permit us to play a full part in the life of our society will not be crea-
ted and financed. In these circumstances, only a privileged few can hope
to advance in limited areas.

And we know that peace, equality and development cannot come about
without our full involvement. ,

To improve the situation of women, especially in the developing coun-
tries, is in itself to work in favour of peace. In addition, direct ac-
tion by women against the political and economic impediments to peace is
required if all our achievements are not to stand in jeopardy of being
diminished or wiped out by heavy armament burdens or by war.

Alongside our struggle for improvement in our condition and equal
rights, we women can and must take energetic action against the arms race
and for disarmament, against,waste and pollution and for rationality and
a healthy environment, against( oppression and for freedom, against war
and for peace. ,

We women can draw on centuries of experience in organizing and in
communicating. Leit us all join to devote this knowledge and art to
building a healthy,society free of oppression, of hunger and of war.

WILPF Secretary General and United Nations Representative in Geneva.
Born in Sudetenland, family made refugees by Munich Agreement. Went

to Britain, did agricultural labor in Northern Canada. Aided by WILPF,
studied, worked for Cooperative Commbrtwealth Federation.
Editor, UN World Health Organiza- : •

tion and WILPF journal. ••',.,
Secretary of Subcommittee on, ,*•-*•

Racism, Racial Discrimination,\ .
Apartheid, Decolonization of Special
NGO Congerenoe Against Apartheid
and Colonialism -in Africa, and Inter-
nationalNGO Congerenoe on Discrimina-
tion Against Migrant Workers in Europe.
Member Liaison Council of World Con-

gress of Peace Forces. Member WILPF
Mission to Middle East. Executive Com-
mittee of Preparatory Committee for
World Congress for International
Women's Year. ,
Married, four children.

• . . . . ' • • • • " " \



SIRAMAVO BANDARANAIKE

Prime Minister], Sri Lanka

I share the conviction implicit in the theme "Equality,
Development and Peace" that"a civilised world order can be
built only through the joint endeavor of men and women.

I have first-hand experience of problems concerning
women's rights, through a decade of involvement in the
mobilisation of rural women for roles of leadership and
service, followed by a decade and a half in the sphere of
national politics and international affairs. This exper-
ience leads me to the belief that it is not through equal
opportunity for employment alone that women's potential for
social progress can find full expression. Women do, and
must, have not only equal rights in opportunity, but an
equal share in responsibility as well. Our priorities
would have no link with reality, especially in the world's
developing sciences, if women's place in the social fabric
were to be viewed solely in terms of equality in paid
employment.

The harmonious ordering of life in the family and the
community, and the integrated development of individual
personality, are as vital to the progress of the society
as is material growth. Questions of legal and economic
equality, important as they are, should not be allowed to
monopolize our attention. We should broaden our vision
to vijew the ̂ potential role of the woman in a total per-
spective-the need not only to secure an enhancement of
the material standards of living but also to impart a
sense of maturity and wholeness to the process of devel-
opment itself.



ELISE BOULDING

Professor of Sociology, University
of Colorado, Chair of Conflict and
Peace Studies Program; Project'Direc-
tor, Institute of Behavioral Science,

•First editor of the IPRA Newsletter.
Former international Chairperson of

WILPF. Associated with founding of
Consortium for Peace Research and Edu-
cation, and of new Section on Sociology
of World Conflicts, American Sociological
Association. Research in areas of world
order and transnational networks, sex
roles, family life, and futurism.

Efforts to create the conditions and machinery for peace have been
divided between the work of governmental officials and the formal
structures of society, largely men, and the work of non-governmental
voluntary workers outside all formal structures, largely women. The
strength of women's contributions lies in their freedom to be creative
about solutions to international problems from the outside, and to the
fact that women scholars and activists work together in these outside
organizations. The weakness is that both activists and professional
women have been compelled to remain on the outside without linking
mechanisms.to feed their work directly into policy-making bodies.

The new public commitment to increasing women's participation in
development and peace offers a two-fold opportunity for women scholars
and activists. First, a long overdue process of creating internatiorial
rosters of women specialists in the social and physical sciences with
expertise in development and peace problems can be started. This will
make visible and accessible the large number of qualified women who
have been excluded from official roles because of the systematic bias
against women candidates for policy-making positions.

Second, it is equally important to link the highly relevant compe-
tence of non-scholar activists to decision-making at both national and
international levels by making full use of the Nori-Governmental Organ-
izations consultative role to UN agencies. As nation-states display
increasing rigidity in international problem-solving, the 61 women's
NGO's which represent such large reservoirs of untapped competence
must become increasingly important actors on-the world scene.

NGO's, however, are also a kind of elite which stands in the way
of the even broader participation that the world community requires.
It therefore becomes a particular challenge for women's NGO's to form
linkages with the excluded minorities among women of every country -
the rural and urban poor, the single heads of households, the ethnic
minorities. Deprivation can only be effectively dealt with by those
who have first-hand knowledge of its social geography,

9



FREDA BROWN

President of the Preparatory Commit-
tee for the World Congress for Inter-
national Women's Year.

Vice-President of the Women's Inter-
national Democratic Federation.

President of the Union of Australian
Women. :

Represented WIDF at the United
Nations Status of Women Commission, 1974.

Activist in struggle for rights of
women and for peace.

When the Women's International Democratic Federation first sug-
gested the concept of an International Women's Year, there were many
reservations and even outright opposition. However, when it came to
the United Nations General Assembly, because of the discussion and
dialogue, 1975 was unanimously proclaimed International Women's Year.

Gradually the idea caught on» Women's organizations grasped its
possibilities. UN, trade union, peace, youth, and public organiza-
tions embraced the idea and developed their own programs.

International Women's Year gave expression to women's demands.
It provoked, aroused, and mobilized public opinion. It united and
gave confidence to women, and it involved men.

In some countries, women have made basic gains, confidently mov-
ing into new spheres of employment and political power. But there
are still places where women must carry drinking water four to five
kilometers; where the birth of a girl-child is regarded as a tragedy;
and where mothers see their babies die of starvation and curable dis-
eases. There the greatest achievement for IWY would be a water-tap
in the house, a light that switches on, and sufficient food. Till
all have these, "equality" has little global application.

Liberation of women must mean the liberation of humanity from
poverty, oppression, and war. The lesson of IWY is unity—of women's
organizations, of men and women, of young and old.

In the years to come, let us take steps to continue and expand
the dialogue and unity initiated in IWYr--unity to inform and arouse
public opinion and make it heard and heeded in the corridors of power.

10



CARMEL .BUDIARDJO

Inteinational Women's Year can only become a landmark in attain-
ing the ideals of its theme if it helps to unlock the tremendous po-
tential existing among women to contribute to the common effort for
the elimination of war and the eradication of injustice.

It is unfortunate that the IWYtheme does not also focus on the
work for human rights because this too is a matter of direct signifi-
cance in unlocking women's potential. There are thousands of women
around the world incarcerated as political prisoners and hundreds of
thousands of families suffering enormous economic and political hard-
ships and social stigmatizatibn because their menfolk are being un-
justly held in political detention.

I would urge all women's organizations to devote major attention
to the human rights problem, for is it not by abrogating these rights
that repressive governments endeavor to stifle the struggle of men
and women alike for the attainment of equality, peace, and develop-
ment? Ironically, even some repressive governments are paying lip
service to IWY and expressing their support. They must be shown in
no uncertain terms that IWY is aimed at developing the struggle of
women against repression wherever it exists.

Co-founder of TAPOL3 British Campaign
for the Release of Indonesian Political
Prisoners. Former Administrator WILPF
British Section office.
Born in London. Graduate London School

of Economics. Married Suwondo BudiardQo;
two children. Secretariat of Interna-
tional Union of Students3 Prague. • Eco-
nomics researcher3 Indonesian Foreign
Ministry. Graduate University of Indo-
nesia in international economics; taught
economics at two Indonesian universities'^
Member of executive committees of Univer-
sity Graduates Association (ESI) and •••••
Women Graduates Association. &j-r'..
After abortive coup of 1965 was crush-

ed3 many organizations were banned, in-
cluding HSI. Was dishonorably dismissed
from Indonesian Foreign Ministry3 lost
teaching posts and right to publish.
Husband arrested 1965 and3 with excep-
tion of two brief periods3 has been in
detention^ without trial 3 ever since.
Arrested3 1968s because of membership

prior to 1965 in HSI (then a legal or-
ganization) s and detained three years.

11



JOAN CHILD

Member of the House of Representa-
tives of the Parliament of Australia.
Committee member of the Australian

Labor Tarty for many years. Stood
for the seat of Henty and was narrow-
ly defeated. Stood again and won. •
Greatly interested in the'tielfareof'
handicapped people and in allaspects
of care and compassion for people,
and in equality of opportunity and
world peace and. cooperation.

Widow with five sons. •„•.•.•;- ' v ;\

If women's consciousness is raised to working toward equality, dev-
elopment and peace, this time should be a vanguard towards a new way of
life. There are many still unaware of their vital responsibility to
others whose right to eat, breathe clean air, have shelter, freedom of
choice, and a future for their children is as valid as their own.

Women should not isolate themselves, but commit themsleves to as.-
sist those disadvantaged through poverty, war, oppression, and natural
disaster. Aid and technical assistance should spring from genuine con-
cern; involvement should be on a non-profit basis and therefore should
contribute to the bonds of international friendship and understanding.
Greed and self-interest are the scourges of our time. Self-identifi-
cation with all human beings should be pur goal.

Don't heed media which diffuse ideas and dehumanize those who
blindly accept generalizations without question. Examine and evaluate
all facts and statements for yourselves. Make support reciprocal be-
tween men and women, otherwise patriarchy is strengthened. Retain a
sense of humor mixed with a love for others and a willingness to serve
and to share with tolerant good temper.

We cannot survive unless we cooperate on a global level and help
each other. We do not deserve to do so if we remain elitist, permit-
ting our nations to exploit paternalistically those areas which des
perately need encouragement, compassion, and aid, rather than alms
paid for through economic gain and political strategy.

To achieve peace in our time may be a gigantic task, but now it is
hoped that women join forces against repression and through democratic
political processes work towards the liberation of all the oppressed
and wretched groups throughout the world--irrespective of sex,
nationality, color, or creed.

12



ANGELA DAVIS

Co-Chairperson, National Alliance
Against Racist and Political
Repression.
Member^'pf\'the''Central':C6mniitee3'

Communist Party, USA.
Former instructor± University 'of _.

California, Los Angeles. V
Acquitted, in famous trial, of \

buying weapons for courtroom shoot-
out; received extensive popular
support.

International Women's Year 1975 has provided the opportunity for
women all over the world to voice their determination to obtain a
good life and a better future in a world at peace.

Here in the United States the fight against the special oppres-
sion of Black, Puertoricalm, Chicana, Indian and Asian women is es-
sential to the struggle to gain equality for all women. And the
fight against the exploitation of working women is a key to the
struggle to gain equality for all workers.

' • - • • ' - , ^ - • . \ • . • • • . . . . . • • • .

Now is the time to root out the economic crises, repression, crime,
racism, pollution, drugs, and political corruption. The causes are not
found in our streets, but in the corporation board rooms and in the
corridors of power. The fight against racism, for women's rights, for
human rights in the US is part of the world-wide fight against imper-
ialism.

Now is the time for public opinion to tip the balance in favor of
detente, of expanded trade between the US and the socialist countries,
especially the Soviet Union, of disarmament and of peace.

Now is the time to renew our pledge of solidarity with .'the' women
of the world-with the women of Portugal and Indochina and Greece, and
with the women of Africa whose countries are tasting freedom; With the
women of Chile, Puerto Rico, South Africa, and Spain; and with the
women of the Soviet Union and the other Socialist countries that are
leading the way to equality through Socialism, the only and inevitable
answer to the problems of the world.
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FANNY EDELMAN

Secretary General of WIDF.
Born Cordoba Province,

Argentina. Abandoned musical
career to work -politically.
Imprisoned several times.
Rallied support for struggle
against fascism in Spain; went
there with, medical team to ;core
for wounded.
An organizer of Women's Victory

Council3 for solidarity with
Soviet and other people invaded
by Nazis.
A founder and Secretary General

of Union of Argentinian Women;
active for rights of women and
children, national independence
and peace.

The United Nations and the world have acknowledged that without the
full integration of women in social development on an equal, footing
with men, humanity would not advance towards progress and a peaceful
future,

This realization has come against the background of bitter Strug-
gles waged by women themselves and by all the progressive forces of the
world. Although the Industrial Revolution drew women into the social
labor force, they have still been the victims of social and economic
inequality, discrimination, and dual exploitation up to this time in
most countries of the world. We can see women's equality under socia-
lism where they have equal opportunities and access to all spheres of
life. Women played a major part in the struggles for national inde-
pendence, and this has brought new opportunities for themr

After the end of the Second World War, there emerged a powerful,
worldwide women's movement condemning war. The foundation of the WIDF,
was one expression of women's aspirations to peace and equality.

The women's movement grew stronger as the UN propounded the basic
principles of human rights, the'elimination of discrimination against
women, and the rights of children, and adopted resolutions on decoloni-
zation and against apartheid.

The International Women's Year unleashed tremendous forces in women
and in society to translate the proclaimed principles of the United
Nations into reality. But nothing short of changes in social patterns
can guarantee the full equality of men and women and create a world of
peace and unhindered progress.
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VILMA ESPIN DE CASTRO

In order to realize the high goals of equality, development and
peace, it is necessary that men and women join forces to achieve the
most cherished objectives of their people: liberty, independence, and
national sovereignty. When people undertake the development of just
economic, political and social structures, new perspectives are
opened to the woman for her full participation in all areas of life.
She is able to dedicate herself to the well-being of the community
and to a society which guarantees the right to education, health and
work to all men and women.

The legal recognition of women's equality is only one step in the
fight to achieve the practical application of this indispensible prin-
ciple. For a country to advance on the road to development, it must
rely on the capacity, enthusiasm, and potential strength of thousands
of women eager to contribute their creative talents to the welfare of
humanity.

In Socialist Cuba, women actively participate in each of the tasks
of building such a new life. They constitute an important political
force serving the revolution.

If women are going to win their battle, it must be the joint con-
cern and struggle of the whole society. Only that way will it be
possible to achieve the necessary changes.

In our country, not only the Women's Federation, but the political
and other mass organizations actively participate in the fight to over-
come the objective and subjective obstacles which still prevent the
full exercise of equality.

•#>*•.*.

President since founding3 Federa-
tion of Cuban Women. Central Com-
mittee Communist Party. Vice-
President WIDF and Cuban Committee
ffpr IWY.
*Of Cuban-French descent. One of
first industrial chemical women
engineers3 Santiago University..
Massachusetts Institute of Techno^-
logy3 USA.
Protested Batista dictatorship.

National Revolutionary.Action.
Met Castro, went underground. A
National Director3 Province Co-
ordinator of Movement.
Married to First Vice-Minister.

Four children.
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FRANCES (SISSY) FARENTHOLD

We cannot presume to speak for all our sisters. But we can recount
what we have observed from our particular plateau. We women of the
industrialized west grieve for our sisters -- many held in bondage to
the land, many millions living in abject: misery and suffering. But
this too is the blight of many millions of men and children. In such a
world as ours equality alone does: not suffice.

So to our minds' eye deyelopment can conjure thoughts of a material
paradise. But has it actually been? Where we have had development it
has frequently been for power characterized by wastefulness and the
maximization of profits irrespective of effects rather than development
for human fulfillment with-humane value. Sometimes our technology
seems guided by crazed minds. So in part humanizing development re-
mains a dream. • : : > : • , :

We women have been trained for many centuries to remain mute in
public. Unless we purposefully overcome our timidity we will remain
inarticulate. If neglect and derision have been our lot as public
people then timidity has been our response.

In political aptitude we are not Athena born full grown from Zeus's
forehead. Political aptitude and growth have come in the doing and the
stumbling, through error and retrenchment, through redefinition and re-
newed effort. Whatever our background and culture our roles have been
secondary and ancillary in the power structure. Therefore I believe
that, with less trauma than our brothers, fathers and sons, we can de^
tach ourselves from the trappings of our particular milieu and relate
to the universal human experience. Perhaps, just perhaps, that will be
our path to peace.

First President of National Womens
Political Caucus, USA..
Lawyer and law'teacher. :.
Elected to Texas Legislature, two

terms. Candidate for Governor
twice. Polled second highest number
of votes for Vice-president of USA
in 1972 Democratic Convention. •"
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^FRANCOISE GIROUD

France 's Minister for Women.
Born in Geneva. Through family

misfortune, left school to work in
bookstore3 movie studio.' Became
France 's first woman Assistant
Director; wrote'screen dialogue.-
During the Wary was part of Re-

sistance network;.arrested, im-
prisoned. Later awarded "Medaille
de la Resistance."
Editor* of new women's magazine>

Elle. Co-founder L'Express, then
Director.
Published memoir, I Give You My

Word.

"Woman, in a literal sense, embodies the promise of peace, of
joy, the end of violence, tenderness,receptivity; sensuality...hard-
ening has been less complete in the case of women. They have been
used on a lesser scale than men in the material process of production.'1

This thought is a man's thought—that of a famous intellectual
of contemporary society.

But who are these women, and what do they do in the life of the'
society? \ ' " • " ' '•••" ' ' "":-•-' '. - •"•'• • '• <"•'• '•••'•

Apart from the fact that they are numerically superior to men, a
fact which interests only demographers...and male politicians, they
are not more intelligent, not more -generous, not more active than men;.,
on the average, they demonstrate ̂ appreciably the same characteristics
as those of the other sex. Not "more gifted" but not "less, gifted ...
is what women need to acknowledge noWi'\ , K . ...

No need for a grandiose production in order to broadcast a spec-
ial message or to assert a general in^iinatioii-to save humanity. . ;

Women,want only to exist for all Society and not just for and
through the single family unit.

Need for autonomy, without a doubt, in relation to men; need to
exist through action on the social level.

This stifled power must, like all potentiality, be expressed.
It is perhaps in this way and quite naturally, without attempting to
lay-claim to it, that women will bring something new to humanity in
the way of peace, development, and equality.
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JOHANNA REUTZ GdERMOE

Norwegian economist and author.
Graduate Teachers College and

University of Oslo, Economics.
Head of Statistical Department,

Confederation of Trade Unions.
Executive Committee, Norwegian Labor
Party. Norwegian Delegation to
League of Nations and ILO. Govern-
ment Committee on Social Legisla-
tion. Worked for ILO. Former
member WILPF International Exe-
cutive Committee, Chair Committees
on Peace Research, Middle East.
Research on nonviolence.
Wrote Socialism, Morality and Re-

ligion, and Culture and Peace: Soro-
kim's Social and Historical Philoso-
phy; many articles on economics,
politics, women, peace.

More and more people realize, that we live in a major transitional
period. Technology has created undreamed of possibilities for si. tech-
nically perfect society, but it has also produced the possibility for
destruction of the entire Earth and all human happiness.

Politicians, military leaders, the Church, the UN and the peace
movement have not fully realized that all aspects of life must be...ad-
justed to the new outlook. If mankind is to survive the atomic age,
the work for peace must take entirely new forms.

Till now, the peace movement has been mostly concerned with re-
moving economic, social and political injustices, protesting and work-
ing for disarmament and peaceful' settlement of disputes. This has
been right and important, and has achieved some success. But we who
lived through two world wars and took part in labor's struggles know
that this is not enough if the: goal is to do away with war and violence,
and not merely to put other groups or political systems into power.

We need a new way of thinking and acting. We must change man's en-
tire mentality. Values must be altered from power, competition, and
prestige, to faith, trust and compassion. : s

Women's work for peace is closely connected with their struggle for
emancipation. Their work for equality (recognition and acceptance of
their specific qualifications) has not had much acceptance in a system,
which acknowledges might as right, and in which discrimination is the
order of the day. Cooperation between women and men is essential to
build a new world without war and violence.
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IRENE GREENWOOD

Traditionally Australia has always been a male-oriented and
hence a male-dominated society. The egalitarian ethos proclaimed by
Australians does not include aboriginal people, new colored immi-
grants, or women. The dominant sector is almost exclusively a white,
masculine hierarchy.

Only recently have conventional attitudes been challenged, and
young women are the claimants for change. Like their sisters the
world over; they are questionihg the roles set for them in their
society.

They call for new life-styles. They reject the mores and customs
that perpetuate sexisiii within economic and political life and all its
systems — the educational, the promotional, and, above all, the power
Structures. When they attempt to climb the ladder of upward mobility
with their male counterparts, they find a barrier inscribed "So far,
no further." They look down and see the majority of women milling
around in the lower paid posts.

While these women desire a place in decision-making, it is not
for status for themselves so much as to change official policy and
get rid of the sex discrimination that limits all women. Their call
is for equality of opportunity for treatment within the total economy
and recognition of their value as workers and contributors to the com-
munity as a whole.

There has always been a core of women's organizations who, as
NGOs, have seen hope for economic and political equality for women in
instruments of the UN and work for follow-up national legislative
adaptation. The Government supports such action. However, requests
to the Government for millions of dollars reveal areas in our so-
called "affluent society" that must be upgraded before we can claim
to be truly egalitarian.

Author, activist for peace and
women's rights, Australia.
Former Federal President3 Federa- &

tion of Women Voters.
As member League of Nations Union,

worked to prevent war through League
sanctions; promoted post-war recon-
ciliation and reconstruction; Lec-
turer s.'broadcaster•. Charter member
UN Association. Editor Vedce and
Freedomy Australian WILPF; Honorary
Life Member, Fellowship of Writers.
National Advisory Committee for
IWY. Writing social history of wo-
men in Western 'Australia.
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