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Introduction

The idea of a Women’s Peace Camp in this country in solidarity with the Peace Camp movement in Europe and
the Greenham Common Women'’s Peace Camp, in particular, was born at a Conference on Global Feminism and
Disarmament on June 11, 1982. The organizing process began with discussions between Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom and women in the Upstate Feminist Peace Alliance (NY}, to consider siting the camp
at the Seneca Army Depot in Romulus, NY.

The planning meetings for the Encampment have since grown to include women from Toronto, Ottawa, Rochester,
Oswego, Syracuse, Geneva, lthaca, Albany, New York City, Boston, Philadelphia, and some of the smaller towns in
between. Some of the tasks have been organized regionally and others have been done locally. Our planning
meetings are open, and we are committed to consensus as our decision making process. Committees include: land
(purchase)}, site and logistics, civil disobedience, fundraising, program coordination, handbook, and local ocutreach
{Seneca County). We have two regional offices, two staff people, and plans to hire three more.

As a planning committee, we have seen our.task as organizing to provide a structure: a location, logistical support,
and resources for women participating in the Encampment. It is our hope that many women will join us, each with
her own perspective and creative energy to share knowledge, learn new skills, and to try, through non- v1olent action,
to stop deployment of the Cruise and Pershmg II weapons in Europe. We offer this handbook as a resource to all
women to read, discuss, and share with your fmends In addition to logistical materials, maps and suggestions about
what to bring, we include articles about the issues, the connections, the ideas, feelings, and beliefs that bring us
together as a diverse group of women working for peace. Also included is information on non-violence, direct action,
legal issues, consensus, affinity groups and support.

We have always had a strong commitment to creating a safe, legal encampment for women to come together. You
will not be risking arrest this summer unless you choose to do so. However, we invite you to consider that choice, to
participate this summer in acts of non-violent civil disobedience at the Seneca Army Depot. Perhaps it is in our acts of
non-violent resistance that we sow the seeds of hope for a future of peace and justice.

We invite you to the Seneca Army Depot, the U.S. point of departure for nuclear weapons to Europe. Stay for as
long as you can, part of a day or several weeks. Bring your dreams, ideas, skills, resources and creativity to make the
Encampment a powerful witness and a strong community. The Encampment will be our own creation. Join us.

— The Handbook Committee of the
Women’s Encampment for a Future

Credits of Peace and Justice.
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- 8 upstate New York: In 1980 it had a population of slight-
ly under 34,000 which included the residents of the Seneca
T Amy Depot The populatlon is 98% White, and 1% Black
. -and 1% Hispanic; most of the Black and Hispanic residents
" live near the city of Geneva, which is just outside of the
county line: The major éthnic backgrounds of the people in
Seneca’ County are, respectively: English, Halian, German,
“and Irish. Most residents ‘are conservative Republicans, par-

- txcularl those who live in the Southern part of the county.
S0 Th county can be divided geographically into two areas:
T North and South. The northern half of the county includes
v the towns of Waterloo and Seneca Falls, where over half ot

the population of the county lives. Many of the residents of

. these two towris work at either the Gould Pumps plant or
= " Phelps T.V. Tubes. The southern half of the county is largely

* farmland. Although many of the farms are large (over 1,000 -

- acres).agri-business operations, there are a growing number
- of small farms owned by Amish farming families who have
~ -, migrated to the area from Pennsylvania. The Seneca Army
- Depot and the Willard Psychlatnc Center (a State Psychiatric

- "Hospital) are the primary employers in the area.
“Seneca County is'economically depressed The area has a
.12% .unemployment rate; ‘and in 1980 the median
 household income was: approximately - $16, 500 although
that ﬁgure may be lower now, due to 'the present economic
* climate, Many local farmers feel they are land poor (they
‘own amily farms but lack the money to pay taxes). Since tax
rates are based on property values, and ‘many of the local
“farmers have’ large land holdings, they pay higher taxes than
of the' residents in"the county’s more urban areas,

' although they tend to use the county serv1ces less frequently ‘

the area durmg WW II and the Korean War were

ecame an Alr Force Base in 1950, and then in

f;’remde sisan 1mportant factor to recognize and be sensmve

eca County is a sparsely populated rural county in

> onthe. county Many of the current resxdents first -

n to ‘the” lo élf economy:- After the ‘Naval Base,"

o ic. eﬁendence on. the Depot by local
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Seneca Army Depot

~ he. Seneca Army Depot (SEAD’) is one of se’yeral;
facilities .tised to ' store nuclear weapons for. the:
Department of Defense. 1t is located on 11,000 acres of rural -

land in upétate New York and is operated by the U.S. Army.-

The . earliest . known .use of SEAD for nuclear

weapons-related work: was in 1944 when uranium was

stored. .at the depot for the Manhattan Project {the.

governmerit project which developed the first atomic bomb).
Eleven of the storage bunkers used ‘were found to be
rradioactive in 1980. These bunkers have since been sealed
off.-

In 1957 the Seneca Army Depot. began storing tactical
(short range) nuclear weapons and in 1961 began
distributing “special weapons” items and repair parts both

here and overseas. Nuclear weapons are routinely referred .
in -Department of Detense ‘

to as “special weapons
documents.

It is the policy of the Department of Defense (DOD)

neither to confirm or deny the presence of nuclear weapons
at a partxcular location. However, evidence shows that
SEAD is a major nuclear weapons facility and is the. only

East Coast “transhipment point” receiving nuclear weapons
from the Department of Energy (DOE), the manufacturer of -

the weapons, for eventual deployment in Europe.

" Evidence includes:

—Seneca Army Depot has a storage area essential -for the
housing  of " nuclear weapons. It consists of 60 to 70

reinforced earth-covered bunkers as well as a 28,000 square

. foot earth-covered, temperature-controlled building essential
for plutonium maintenance. (Plutonium ‘is. the "explosive
element common to most nuclear weapons.) -

—This nuclear storage area is guarded by 200 to 250
military police who are authorized to use deadly-force in
order to prevent intruders from approaching the bunkers.
These ‘police officers have received anti-terrorist training:
The 1982 military constrtiction hearings include a request to
increase the number of military police at SEAD. -
—lncluded ina 1967 SEAD employees handbook isa list of
‘four occupatronal skills™: “nuclear weapons officer,”
“Nuclear weapons assembly techmaan,” “nuclear weapons

-maintenance technician,” and “nuclear weapons electronics‘

specalist.”
—A 1975 techmcal manual mcludes SEAD ina. llst of
mxlttary first “destinations”

‘an-element used to trigger nuclear warheads). .- -
—A July 1980 DOD/DOE planning document identifies
SEAD as the East Coast transhnpment pomt for nuclear
“munitions, -

- The’ Seneca Army Depot’s 1982 1983 operatmg budget

exceeds 30 million dollars.. Over 80 percent- goes to pay the »

wages of civilian and military personnel. -
:The depot provides nearly-1,400 jobs; 800 of the jobs are

held by civilians while the remaining 600 jobs are closed to

civilians. Many of the civilian jobs require a high level of skill

or security clearance and are filled by persons who are-

brought to the depot from outside the Finger Lakes region.
Many of the low skills jobs are filled by family members of

military personnel stationed at the depot. The end result of -

for the receipt of nuclear
- weapons and “limited life components” (this refers to tritium,

a

thrs employment sxtuatlon is that only a small percentage of )
all the jobs at the depot are open to local people -

‘SEAD is a federal facility and therefore pays no sales: tax
or property-related taxes. The depot occupies about 4% ‘of

‘Seneca County’s land area: The depot’s land and bulldmgs ‘

are reported to have an assessed value of $250 million: and’
could be’ paying over $8,000,000 per  year in

property-related taxes in Seneca County. A. private

enterprise would also be paying millions of dollars in sales
tax on the materials it would be buying for its operations.-
The depot has within its boundaries a department store,

restaurant, two bars, a lunchette a grocery store, hquor store,

bowling alley and gas station. These nine enterprisesare:
included in the depot’s property tax assessment of over

-$250 million ‘and are for the use of military personnel and "

their families. Sales made in these busmesses are‘not: subject
to sales taxes. '

Vrew of encampment Iand from roadsxde Photo courtesy of

- Nuclear Times.
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Less than 1% of the ‘military personnel at the depot own
‘homes in the community and pay any property-related
taxes. 67% of the military personnel and their families live

on the depot: in military housing. These persons do not

 contribute rent or sales tax revenue from utility: bills. to the

- local* ‘economy. :

: “The: ‘presence ‘of: the Seneca Army Depot in the Fmger
Lakes region represents many direct hazards to the area:

- .=The presence of nuclear weapons at SEAD. makes it, and

- the surrounding atea, a-prime target for nuclear attack: Civil
-defenise evacuation plans have never been rehearsed and
“are widely considered absurd:

- =—Inaddition to the radioactive bunkers noted earlxer SEAD v

- poses hazards to the area and to the workforce because of its
“handling” of ‘tritium;’ a - radioactive element -used: in the
triggering: device: of nuclear weapons. The depot replaces

these devices routmely ‘because tritium is so. shortdived.-A
" .recent report: on- tritium noted: “People- who make- it.-or

handle it - soak it-up’ like- sponges:. .théy cannot avoid
breathmg ity swallowmg it, and absorbmg it through the skin.

I

3 ‘, .v ‘ J AT g . : I
through the ‘area, - “and has ‘since’ the 1940s. The
transportatron most likely includes the shipping in and out of

tritium;- uraniam “and. components’ and- assembled nucléar -~ 7

weapons. These materials are transported by truck;:train: and

-aircraft; through'and over the Finger Lakes region; Thereisa’

possibility of ‘an accident.- According to'the:-Center- for -
Defense Information, “An accident involving an airplane.or
truck tranporting nuclear weapons conceivably could result -

. in breakage of a weapon s protective casing and the release

of deadly radioactivity.” The Pentagon acknowledges that it

‘is during”transportation that nuclear- weapons are’ most.
" vulnerable to- accident. They also: admit" to -32 +huclear.
. weapons acciderits and ‘over 100 mcxdents mvolvmg nuclearﬂ

weapons over the last 30 yéars. -

~According to SEAD’s public ‘relations manager;: Robert
Zemanek: “Nuclear emergency plans exist ‘for “on- -base: -
personinel’ .only. - There " are no- smrlar plans for the :
surroundmg commumty o S

- In 1982 83, a- survey of attztudes about the Seneca
Army Depot. was: conducted by the Finger Lakes
Peace. Alliance .in 7the communities surrounding the
'Depot. The: responses, of the_ three distinct groups

. surveyed—the residents. of ‘Romulus, Geneva,. and
-faculty -of Hobart and’ William . Smith  Colleges in

- Geneva—are dzscusse\ “in’ the mformal observatxons
below e

- '?'-Most people in Romulus have hved there for a good
part-of their lives, 'many all their' lives,. whr]e the

‘ me nbers who worked at the Depot although almost
eryone knows someone who works there Only 9

P
~at-the: D pot Romulus people mostly by word of
wfjmouth Geneva people .by rumor ‘and media; and

SurveyofSeneca County

-50% concerned, and 50% did not respond. Faculty |

~ of 50 did. 31 out of 50 from Geneva did. And 8 out of G
‘Geneva tpeople averaged under 20 years and the o

- conclusive, but I hope they will paint a picture of some

" posesto theirlives are influenced by the closeness: and::
- purely conjecture.upon my part, that a sense of dpathy’.
- dbout -the: Depot -comes from “trying to block: out:
. extreme fear and has to do with having lived:with the
~ conpersation with. someone, . you  will. see: that the
- cancerns-are-there, just below. the surface. -

- concerned, -active; :somewhat-divorced ﬁ'om-xtaa'The.

towns.closer to, the Depot

faculty ‘mostly through media. Most. .people did feel . :}:
that the -information about nuclear ‘weapons. at. the -
Depot was true.: k :
—Romulus people, in - general, . somewhat
concerned about nuclear weapons at_ the Depot, but -
don't think about it much. Geneva people were about. " -

BN

were almost all very. concemed Y 5
—Romulus people. were: reluctant to put themselves .
on our mailing list to. receive more information, 5.out

17 faculty did. . S
- My mterpretatxon of the results are not meant to be‘

of the people you are going to meet.-I think that in. |
general, people:in the Romulus area.are pretty-friendly
and open to-talking if they don’t work at the Depot.
Thezr ‘perceptions. of -what.-kind: of  threat the Depoi

seeming.permanence of the Depot. I think, and this is-

-Depot for so long. By getting into- any -extended
‘Further away, in Geneva, there is. enough drstance :
for- people to form an-opinion‘about:the Dep

Depot is not anintegral part of their lives the. way it is.
_Jor.the .people of. Romulus Vanck Ovid and other .

Women’s Encamprﬁent Handbook
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’41 Rural Organizing

; ¥ n any . rurai aiea organizing is a long, slow process: of
- developmg dialogue with.people.-Those of us in Wayne
County (north of Seneca County) have worked specifically

~on several pt’O}eCtS The ‘Lakeshore Alliance, focusing

P -around. the " issue’ of nuclear  power;’ draft/regxstratxon
O - counselmg and counter-recruntment the Nuclear Freeze
' “Campaign. We have had some degree of success in: all of

< these 'endeavors, gaining access to institutions’ such as

churches, town council meetings and school systems. While

, the political sense of ' the county has not dramatically
~ = .changed, we have'been heard and listened to. The longer
‘ **history in this area of active involvement in the underground
. railroad and women’s rights prowdes us with arich tradition

from which to work. -
- Vis a vis the Women’s Peace Camp, we feel the most
1mportant thmg to be remembered is that no one will be able

to come in for.a week or two—or even two months. and

. expect to change thelocal community. Unlike an urban area
where the influx of new ideas happens at a fast rate; change

- and exposure to new concepts is slow to happen. People’s
o - priorities are much ‘more centered- around. their local

..community: . If ~you haven’t been further away from
‘home than -Rochester, - it's difficult to be concernied

.ocean in: Europe.-The. large number of people ‘coming
mto the area-'is -going ‘to. be a threat to the folks who
“live there and to ‘their way of life. This is ionly a- ‘natural,
~human response. This fegr needs to be respected as such

: to be the responsibility ‘of the women at the camp to keep
- interactions positive.

In-a'sense, people mvolved thh the camp. w1ll be actmg as
P - ambassadors to the area. More important thian what is said is
Ca how it is said; If people feel that they are respected for who
o _they -are, then with time they will listen~they may not
» 0 . necessarily’ ‘change their minds. This doesn’t mean  that
: nothing has been accomplished. Dialogue and developmg
mutual respect are the first steps towards change.

b  Given the short length of the Peace: Camp compared-to
! " living in-an area, all interactions with the community’ will. be-
' important; tips to the laundromat; grocery. store, etc. 8] the =~

' “women Yoy meet:at thé laundromat remember you -as

,subsequently the Depot, will be influenced.
" Animportant thing to remember is that thereis a’ country

slowror stupld Be careful of this- and hsten carefully

bably: are,”

ispeak thoughtfully to the

Yoo 7 Kyou come from a large urban: area, your way of hfe is -
B totally foreign to life in this area. ‘Farmers, in particular, have
Tt work extremely hard "'hey, more hkely than not, don t

-+ about the rest of the US much less people across the

“‘and nottranslated into an “us-and them” situation. It is going-

: pomt in terms of the Women’s Peace Camp..We ¢an’t

, tsympathy is: desxrable and: certainly- makes  working on

 caring/easy to talk with, her attitude towards the camp, and
o ;Depot easxer But ultlmately they dont have the pos

" way of talking that could easily lead one to think of peopleas- -
what! L

1ack of outsuie exposure——but the feelmgs t the -base <

- know -about cultural affairs, haven’t read very much and
- haven’t traveled. However, they do know -how to-grow.

‘crops, read the weather and fix: Just about anything. They
often don’t have time to work on “causes”™ as they.certainly

.don’t have 9-5 jobs. (The aspects of rural vs. urban lifestyles

-+ -have been characterized in an attempt to make a point;'rio
" one. -anywhere fits into ‘a strict mold) Summertime, ‘in
* particular, is not-a good time to expect much from:farmers. .~

. They will already be spending long days in the field, working
-on putting food up, ete. It may also be difficult for-them'to

accept/understand how anyone can itake so much time.off
in the middle of summer “just to camp out.” This is-another

‘reason why it is.so ilportant for people involved- with the

camp to be able to know and express their convxctlons about
what is being done at-the camp S .

Up to this point as local activists, we have maintained:a

' positive relationship with the local. police: Anytime there has

been a demonstration or vigil we have made a point to go

"and talk with them and show that we realize that they have a

job to do and that we respect that. This in turn relaxes them
and makes them more sympathetic in' their dealings.

* Women at the Peace Camp. can build on this relationship.
- Understanding - and -respect can only make for - a more.
_positive experience all around. /

- It is important to' remember that the Depot is the foc' l. ~

orgamzmg strategies” being used with the local communi
in'the context of the Peace Camp. Commumty suppo

legécy ‘behmd you You wxll o
omes/)obs/ hves and the Peace Camp wxll have een yet

being’ laid by their predeeessors and those: of us living in the
area count on being able to follow through with the ongoing .

" work that needs to be done with a project of this size.

. —Kathryn Shmng & Betsy Pamter o

\

The Loéal Area

L J;-Wbme,n’sEnéampmeht]—landbogk, c Ty v Lo c 7




eace organrzmg work in: the 1980’s began at the Seneca

" Army Depot when awareness and concern about the <

likelihood -of nuclear weapons storage - at the. Depot
_‘motivated* a small: number of people to. begm holdmg
penodlc v1gtls . St

" 'The presence of nuclear weapons at ‘the: Depot was
-,confrrmed after extensive research into Department of_
- Defense documents was done by Rochester journalist; Mark

_:Hare. In October of 1981 he. published the material’ in
\Rochesters City Newspaper His article was re—prmted in
several newspapers across N.Y. state.

‘ Concern about Seneca Army Depot’ grew once’ thrs '
s mformatxon was made pubhc In November of 1981 people

“from various cities and towns in upstate .N.Y_, representing
drfferent peace and social justice -groups, gathered in
Geneva ‘to discuss what could be done. Much. enthusiasm
" was voiced for different levels and approaches to peacework
at Seneca Army Depot, and after much struggle with internal
politics the group formed the Finger Lakes Peace Alhance

" (FLPA).

In December of 1981, FLP.A.. sponsored 1ts first vxgrl at
the main gate of the depot, atiracting over 100 people Since
-then many other actions of varying types have occurred at
" the Depot. A Rochester based group, Catholics Against
- Nuclear Arms, has held a number of small civil disobedience

actions that have made a sngmﬁcant impact on the base.
In April of 1982 F.L.P.A. organized a three mile “Walk For

Life” that culminated in a large rally at the main gate of the.

‘Depot. Also during that Spring women' from "Syracuse,

"~ Rochester and lthaca, forming the Upstate Feminist Peace

- ‘Alliance; organized a Women’s- action at the Depot. Over
~ *300 women from across N.Y. state gathered on May 15 and

;cmhan and Army Workers Other ongomg pl‘O] cts. ¢
" Alliance include surveymg in the cor 0

“we wrll be heard

about the Seneca Army Depot Ongomg peace orgamzmg
work has been the primary focus of the Finger. Lakes Peace

Alhance In the last 'year FLPA has written a_fact sheet

the Depot, and research into conversion possnbllrneé

“The future of peace organizing work at: Seneca Army
Depot will ‘continue to encompass a variety of. approaches‘ ,

" “and tactics. The Women’s Peace Encampment will matk an
‘important beginning.of new and creative ways of protestmg :
‘and. will bring international attention to.the Depot. Another

latge-scaleé action is planned for October of this year at;the
Depot which: is likely to-attract thousands. of people:- This
action: will coinicide with the international’ days’ of - protest
against the deployment of Cruise and-Pershing Il missiles,

~during October 22 thru 24. Mobilization for Survival and the
“Nuclear ~ Weapons: Facilities ‘Networking - Project. "are:

sponsoringthe action and orgamzmg is. already underway m? -

-N.Y: state.

It is-hard to pro;ect the rmpact that all of thrs wrll have on
the - Depot: Buf; clearly concern:is- growing. As we -join

_our.,voices to_the - millions :worldwide - who say* NO “to

nuclear weapons and YES to a future of peace and justrce

k'deen’siEncampment'Handbook. U
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: 'f The 51 “dcre ‘Peace Encampment near the Seneca ArmV

'jDepot has been farmland, probably fot years. Are we sure

that a peace camp is the best use for this land—wouldn't it be
better left in agriculture? This question. is asked 1o elicit
. respect for the land and to insure that a women s.camp will
“riot ruin the soil forever.
Simple numbers of people can rum soil— thousands of
feet ¢an compact soil as surely as giant tractors. Compactlon
“‘can render the soil forever unfit for farmmg and can totally

~ - inhibit the'soil's ability to soak up water. Some farmland in

" ‘the ‘Finger- Lakes region ‘is’ among the’ countrys ‘best and
' ‘good soil s’ the basis for NY’s bountiful agnculture Your
. neighbors, many of them farmers, ‘will ‘judge you partly on
* Your treatment and development of the Tand.
-These Finger Lakes are the water-heart of ‘the" Iroquors
: confederacy and bear names of some of the six nations. To
- the Iroquois, these lakes are the ridges on the turtle’s back;
* the turtle is our earth. Much of this area’s land is ‘claimed by
~ Native Americans right now in ‘¢otirt. You _may hear about

" this land claim from local people who are very threatened by

it. .-

" This land'is important, productrve and sacred. 1t was not
created to be a ‘playground- for: city. ‘dwellers. If women
trample the land, if cigarette filters are thrown in the dust to

" remain for years to come, the earth will soon look like a

. ﬁreman s carnival that stayed alt summer.

Jlama local white redneck who grew up on a dairy farm in

this area: 1:do not want to.romanticize-my: people. Many

. white country folks here are’ intensely racist; some are hostile

- o outsrders, some.of us abuse the land ourselves But there -
- . arereasons for our jokes. about, crty slickers. If you think you
ff»are better. than us, have no. respect for- our ways, we will
" know it.

Thrs apphes to. our workmg the land Commercral and

',,orgamc farming, cutting trees.and drammg land  are all

- commion activities and all can be done for good reasons and

‘with some sensitivity. On the other hand, the country is not a

-paradise ‘with no- environmental prob]ems of the cities.

Herbrcrde run-off, toxic waste dumps and polluted wells are
d

As‘well as peace among peoptes the Seneca Women's
k Peace Camp has the potentral to teach us much about peace
wrth the Iand T . :

, 1000 - feet. back an -abandoned railroad’ track - ciits - the
_property. The two smaller back fields, shlelded by trees.and
invisible from the road will be prime camping space: Please 7
" be prepared to carry your gear, supphes and water back-to

| The Site

‘ The Encampment srte is a 51-acre farm located at the

:edge of the village.of Romulus on Rt. 96. The Depot : fence is

our back’ boundary. /wrth a'small tranler park and farms on the
other sides. There is an old house close to the road whrch

* will be used as an office and perhaps as a medical area. The

land itself consists of flat fields which are poorly drained (be
prepared for mosquitoes and bugs). The front frelds wrll be-
used for parking, workshops, and the reception area.

this area; as it will be accessible only to ‘emergency vehicles.-
Thereis an open soil conservatlon dramage ditch whi ch runs
behind the camping fields. Fifteen acres of woods separate

the drtch from the depot fence

BouTE At 'ﬁﬁmu\u\.us o VePof MMN u«e———a—-
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,,,:’F!’q Wright *.

The site. Graphic by Laurie Goldm‘qn. - L
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Dn‘ecnons . )

From NYC and states to the South by
Find Interstate 81, and follow North thro

‘Whitney Point Exit [about 20 miles]. Exit and take Rt 79
. West to Ithaca. Stay on 79 through lthgca untd junction of .

Rt. 96. Take Rt. 96 North. Several of the small communities
along here are speed traps, be careful. At Ovid (a blinking

-red light) Rt. 96 turns to the right. Follow 96 around the
Depot and through Romulus. The Encampment is‘on your
left as you leave the village. .

 From Boston and the East {by car):

" Take ‘Rt. 90 West (NYS Thruway). (Routes 5 & 20 are
-~ parallel to the Thruway and free, but much"slower )
" fine bike routes.) Get off the Thruw: it 41= Seneca
- Falls—take 414 South-to Rts.” 5 & 20." Tumn right.
- Continue untrl ]UnCthl'l thh Rt 96 South in Waterloo,

{on your nght )ust as you; entei' Romu)us
From Buffalo, Toronto and West (by car):.

o Take the NYS Thruway (Rt.-90) ‘to’ Exit 42. Follow signs to

. ‘Geneva. At Generva, take. Rts 5 &: 20 West Contmue unitil
_junction with 96A South. Take 96A South for s several miles.

* Turn right onto 336 East (There is a sign for the main gate of -
_the; Depot). Turn.right at Junctton with. Rt. .96, South The -

) (Encampment is on your right as you enter Romulus L
By bus:
The bus from Bmghamton to Rochester/Buffalo stops in
_ Geneuva. Five or six buses are scheduled -each day Call in
advance if you need to be picked up in “Geneva, Geneva is
also on the Buffalo to Boston bus route: You would need to

..take an Express bus to Rochester or Syracuse and transfer to. A

d local bus to Geneva Three buses a day travel from
Syracuse :

2

anmg On the Land

We are. respon51ble for. the Iand we use this summer. It is

ours to respect, to improve, to 1eam from, and torestore. The N

number of women that the land ‘cari sastain; in‘an. _ecological
and: healthy way, is limited. If you are coming in ‘a.group-of
any'size, and are planmng to camp.on the land, please let us
-know in advance; so that we can plan for your arrival; Write
or call the. Women s Peace Encampment 5440 Route 96,
Romulus NY 14541 :

14

Accessnblllty

"The Iand can be consxdered mlmmally accesmble ‘to
moblhty m}pan'ed women; ‘since the reception a
‘*'~workshop area, and one end of the camping area‘

: accessxble vans, at this. pomt
Differentlj-abled women- who have spec1f1c 1
~to make their stay at the Encampment and their parhcxpatlon
n the achons possxble are asked to: call ahead to determlne if

en 10 and 15 mxles sout

.;Orlentatlon Sesstons Sl

“will share basic information.abs y. uvorkmgs of the
\Encampment .and:-our.. responmbllmes, upcoming
events, and Iogistxcal questions. Sessxons will also

" include information about the  local area, .role. playmg,
*_strategizing about outreach, .and* sharmg 1deas about

actions and- events to plan during . your stay. -The
_onentatlon workshops will: provide women coming alone a

chance to get to know other women )ust arrxvmg at the

Encampment

Buildmg our Commumty
< We ‘will all. need to work together to ‘make the Peace

Encampment run smoothly. . Besides planmng actions,
‘workshops for ourselves and the commumty, street
" theater, leaﬂetbng, etc. at the Seneca. Army Depot thxs wxll;

include cooking, orienting new. arrivals to the camp. set up,
washing up  after’ meals, childcare, garbage dxsposal

_gardening and land work, and safety. There may. also be
. carpooling, and supply runs. -

We can all expect to share the tesponsxbxhty for the many

: tasks of encampment ‘maintenance: Your input on how to

share these tasks is welcome. Perhaps we will have. mformal

- communities designated by camping area, or afflmty groups,

and divide the chores by day- or week. Whatever. the

_ arrangement the encampment is all of ours. Expect to: 101n

" Non-Violence Preparatlon

" Non-violence preparation‘for civil disobedience and d\rect
action will be available regularly throughout the summer.
“Groups or individuals considering potential arrest situations
should ' take “part in. non-violence : preparations. It  is
encouraged for all women participating in the Encampment.

Sesstons ~will " include  theory - of non-violence, quxckfk
egal and jail -

décision making, role playmg, feehng ‘sharing;,

mfbrmanon Shorter update: sessions: will - axlable,for

© gréups: that ‘have “done’“civil: dxsobedxence direc

before 3 Women who want to help thh _non:violence

D osE

and. others with backgrounds in altematw medzcme Your” e

' contnbut;ons of ‘any :medical : supphes are: appreciated;: as

well as your services if you are a 'healthcare worker (let us
: know in- advance so we can'count-on you) \

‘Wom ‘n s Encampment Handbook
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pnmmve ‘camping’ condmons with minimum factlmes
ncampment ‘will provnde port-a-]anes, and ‘water for
drmkmg, cooking,: and~ washmg Showers * on-site are
“unlikely. Electricity will only be avatlable m the house/off ce
and workshop area.
- We'ex ect women o be mostly self sufficient in. terms of
food “equipment “and “supplies. “Food and camping
“equipment and some cooking’ equiprnent will be donated to
the Encampment. (Contact us in ‘advance if you will need
basic camping equipment—tents, sleeping bags, etc.): You

will be spending most of your time outisde. The temperature

will often be quite hot dunng the day and cool at riight. It will

‘rain. Bring warim clothés; a camping:style sleeping bag, rain
gear “Unlike commercral campgrounds we vmll not spray
w:th insecticide: Expect mosquitoes.

- Few foods keép well in hot weather; don’t take nsks Brmg
food that keeps well: Ice will be available in- nearby towns
You may want to borrow an ‘ice’ chest to bring.

‘Please read over the list of what to bring before: you |
Check to see that the equipment you have collected is in
" working order.-Set up your tent before you leav’“ to make
_sure it is-waterproofed ‘and not missing parts. -
“Ifyou haven’t camped before, don’t worry, few of-us
"experts, and ‘everyone will forget 't bring something; ‘ou
“may-want to borrow equipment from friends, or come with‘a
<group of worhen‘who ate sharing equipment together:If you
are coming alone, consider: askmg a fnend who' has camped
to help you pack

»Womens Peace Camp, Va!kenburg, HoHand Photo fro
Fotografxe Reﬂex ’82 SO

What to Bring =

‘rain gear (poncho tarp, or plashc)

’ Non-perrshable foods (bread peanut butter, fruit, etc) :

~ mosqunto repellent (not spray)

- garbage dxsposal quxet time, efc.

Lrsted below are  items’ that “you will rieed - fc
“encamping,” in ‘addition to what you would pIan to’ bnng
for any uert of the Iength you are antxcipatmg :

: Sheltet

tent, ground cloth or plastlc
sleepmg bag C

Clothing . , '
sturdy shoes, two | pai 'f(not sandals or clogs) . ‘
warm clothes for cooler weather (cotton or wool will keep
you warmest) )

hat or bandanna for sunny days

Food’ and Cookir‘lg ‘Equi'phient .

utensils, plates cups, efc.
water jug - .
cookmg equxpment—~stove, gas pans, pot holders etc (opt) ‘
camping knife - -
blodegradable soap

Othet Equlpment A

- Small pack

flashlight and battenes
clock: (optxonal) »
coolerorice chest (ophonal)
clothes line

garbage bags .-
torletpaper

chairs, or blankets to sit oni A t
shovels, or brooms (longe,r stay); P e

Health/Personal ltenm - S '. ’, q “ -

_First aid-kit (band-aids, tweezers packs, antlblotm allergy S
medicire, herbs etc) ' S
needle, thread . Coe ConT ' : '
suntan lohon
‘towel -

Miscellaneous :
money for gas; ar repan's food donatlons to the

You:will be sharin the Peace Encampment thh women
of varying backgrounds, - lifestyles, ages and - “experien
--Please have consideration for others camping near you

to'the agreements we make as a camp about cookmg, ftres‘

“Things' toKnow:
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| ; 'Differences and Dialogue

.. The. Women s Encampment is meant to. be.a place of
safety for all*women, a place where women ‘can gather -

strength to protest the nuclear threat. Women of all races;
classes, religions, ethnic backgrounds, sexual preferences,
- are encouraged and expected to participate. It is with this in
" mind, that we briefly discuss the issue of homophobid (fear
~or discomfort of lesbians and/or gay men) as:it pertains to
. lesbianism and as it relates to the visions of the encampment.
- One vision of the encampment. is that it will provide an
‘environment where women are free to be themselves. For

.- lesbian women, this'means a place where lesbians can feel

safe and unself-conscious ‘about their sexual choices, a place

L where lesbianism is apprecnated as’ one of the many life

chonces that women make.

“Another vision ‘of the encampment is ‘that it will be a.

model for ways in which Women can work together, a place
where women can share plans for a peaceful world. In such
a world, all would be welcome, lesblans would not have to
hide.: - .

That isthe kmd of énvironmient we hope the encampment
will offer, both to women who are camping on the land, and
‘to'men‘and women Wwho come to the reception area. ‘That is

the'kind of environment we hope the encampment will offer

_ to lesbian women. It is important that we make the camp a
place of safety, especially in light of the fact that the land and
the Depot. are_located in a conservative rural area.

 People in the adrea, who might be opposed to women
protestxhg at the Depot, may want to undermine women’s
sense’of unity—by- singling out certain women, such as
lesbian woman, to harass or attack. No women at the

" encampment need. suffer harassment; all women at the
encampment will need to be supportwe of each _other, 'to
keep-such harassment from happening.

And overall, it will continue to be important that we

‘remember why we come together—not to be disrespectful of

“each other’s'lifestyles, not to be judged on our differences;
we come together to protest nuclear destruction; we come to

share plans for'a world where all of us | have choices, where,

all of us are safe to be ourselves

Chlldren o T

'

Chlldren are welcome at the Encampment (boys up:it
and including. age’ 12). 1f you are planning to bring: children;

. please have someone from your area contact one .of the

offices. for ‘an update and details on facilities, safety anc/i
expectations. (A check of the site is bemg done concer "ng
possible radiation hazards)) : s

..One of the tasks women will be encouraged to take part in
is childcare at the Encampment. Childcare will'be shared in
shifts, in an effort'to make it enjoyable for all and not a bur- -
den for a few. It will allow parents or the responsible person
more freedom to participate and allow children to participate
in Encampment activities at the level they choose. =

Local encampment. groups should talk: about how:- they
would like to be involved with childcare at the site or in their
own . communities before  arriving. - Although - children :will

‘probably pamc1pate in many Encampment activities and

actions, all women are welcome to seek out and do spécial
programming, games, “and . songs - for “children-. at" the .
Encampment and in. the Commumty Do you . know ‘of
clowns, puppeteers or organizations that mlght want t6 do
programs or take on childcare during major-actions? Please
‘let the upstate office (Women’s Peace Encampment, 5440
Route 96, Romulus, NY. 14541) know of any children’s
activities you would like to schedule. Feel free to bring or get
donations of toys art supphes or other things chxldren mxght ‘
need.

While we are .committed to- provxdmg chlldcare at the
Encampment .we must remember that this is'a protest action
and childcare will depend heavily on the number of women
in attendance at a time and camp conditions. The Women’s
Encampment is neither highly structured nor a vacatlon
camp and condxtlons may be rough.

Men, Mlxed Groups

and the Encampment

The receptlon area of the Encampment w11l be open to

supphes - camping”
-are welcome .and - needed!

Support in the form of *food; -
equ1pment, money . efc.
Orgamzmg to coordinate. donations of these items is also’
needed. Contact your local group or the Geneva offlce if -
- you can help S .

5
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he ‘ongmal homeland of the Cayuga Natron one. of the

Ont :o to: the Susquehanna Rlver In 1789, this

jug Lake ln two later land transactrons (1795 and
)7), the' Cayugas lost/additional lands. It is the legality of

bel ved that New York State, in purchasing- reservation
.'lands without féderal authority, vrolated the Nonintercourse

Act (1790) which’ affirmed that the federal governmient had

exclusive control: over the . extmgulshment of -Indian. land
titles. While' they may  have lost possession. of their lands, the
Cayugas believe they did not lose title to it. Since 1849, the

- Cayugas™ attempts to regain a portxon of thelr homeland -

’ have been unsuccessful

In 1979 80 local, state, and federal officials’ negotlated a’

* settlement with Cayuga leaders, Frank  Bonamie . “and:

the nation, w:th a 5,480 acre reservation on former state and

Nations ‘in. the Iroquois Confederacy, extended

wo transactions hat is being disputed. The Cayugas |

}set‘tlement

. demonstrates dramatically the need.to use land for life
Vernon Isaac, a compromise proposal which would provrde ,

federal park land and an $8 mxllron trust” fund Natlve

traditionalists objected to the extend of state- ]unsdlcttdn and .-

acceptance of money in exchange for much of Cayuga land

represented. by the compromise proposal.- ‘Rep. Gary Lee B
- (R-Ithaca) successfully led opposition to even this settl nt

in Congress, leaving the Cayugas no_choice but to filessuit-

_against 7,000 property owners in .Cayuga and*Senecaf

counties.. Another  attempt “to settle: this land:¢laim
controversy is now. underway “A task force of government-

officials and representatives of. the Cayuga-Indian Nation™

met in May, 1983 to establxsh procedures for: reachm a -

A successful land clarm would provrde a. foundatxon for*,

rebuilding the now scattered Cayuga. Nation and ensure o

their. survival as a people. The. Cayuga clai

cormnmunity-building rather than for harboring mstruments of '
death and destructlon DR :

Natlve Women Se“ek Justlce |

.,creatron is endless. We watch the seasons come.and.

: cycle 15 evrdent in the abuse of sterilization techniques in
- recent’ years estrmated that between 24 and 42 percent,
roughly one third, of ‘all Indian wamen have been 'sterilized
thelr consent or full consent Dr. Connie Ur1 found

cleft. palate and clubfoot, ds much higher than in the genetal

‘ populatxon ThlS can be attnbuted in large part to uramum ,

g Je native women remember that “The life cycle of the A
, - exceed maximum federal safety levels. Infant mortahty ra
nto | orever “The child becomes parent who then
' becotmes our respected elder.” The. disruption of this life-

_ forces of nature. For: we carry w

- Reservation 8 percent pf the pregnancxes reported to the;
" Pub 1c'Healt ‘Service Hospital resulted in miscarriage: This

‘was ‘séven: fimes the national average.- Of -those children:
~born, the incidence of a variety of birth defects; including’

‘ Ontano St Lawrence County, :

mrnmg in the Black HI“S where radxoachve water

in that area are twice the natronal average. The situa
srmrlar in the Four Comers area of the Southwest ‘wh

women honor our close relatzons,x

. ‘=Remernbering Qur:Roots'f :

Wormén’s Encampment Handbook”




: Through the mrddle of the reservatron runs the St. Lawrence '

* River, often called “alphabet soup” by scientists because of .
the multitude of chemicals that large industries~“ALCOA, =
Domtar Paper Mills, General Motors and Reynolds Metalsff!

Co disrespectfully discharge into it.
“Since 1959, when the Reynolds Metals Company was

" built 1000 feet from Akwesasrie, the Mohawk people have -
’ been: exposed to high levels of flouride emissions. (In 1973, -
due. to pollution ' control equipment, Reynolds - reduced -

“etnissions from 300 Ibs/hr to 112 bs/hr)) In spite of lengthy
‘bureaucratic delays (on the part of both US and Canadian

govemments) and broken promises, they have pressed a

demand that fulllength studies ‘'be ' undertaken °
demonstrate the effects of these flouride emissions.

“In 1979, Korro, a Cornell University veterinarian, after

v'con‘dﬁctmg extensxve dnagnostlc and pathologrcal testmg,

ere;so hrgh that many farmers have been forced' to
ip.-rajsing cattle. The Mohawks’

\ ln‘estyle which
- in¢luded: fishing, farming and hunting has “been totally.
dlsrupted In February, 1980 the. St Regrs Mohawk Band!

, 50

Madonna Thunder Hauwk of Women ofAIl Red Natxons L
Photo by Ellen Shub. N

) olltlon in Central New York T e

olitionism in Central New York developed along three v

lmes First, polrtlcal abohttomsts sought to agxtate

'both groups were excluded from the regular polmcal
process Third, many abolitionists included non-violent and.
ms of ‘resistance to civil authonty, frequently
reaking the law: Aslegal means of redress were
losed to the, tank- and file: abolrtlon movements

o resrstance ‘increased.

Women and blacks were at first commrtted to the
o non-violent wing of the-abolitionist movement. ‘Women were
“deeply grateful to the. leader of the non-violence,
anti-political abolitionists, William Lloyd Garrison. Lucretia
‘Mott of Philadelphia and Elizabeth Cady Stanton of Seneca
Falls remembered Garrison’s. championing of the rights of
he 1840 World Anti-Slavery ‘Convention in
he “Woman Ques'non” splrt the Amencan

. after. 1840 free Blacks played an. mcreasmgly 1mportant role
.‘m th ant1~slavery movement They also began supportmg

Je; began his'c career in New York by opposmg ‘the m:lltant ‘

r’ghlandfGarnet m the 1853, Natxonal Conventron of

o Slaves f the United States” was re)ected by the Convention
. astoo radical but was repubhshed six years later privately by
John Brown By 1847 however, Douglas had moved away

. his loyalty to'the Women’s Moverment, -

4 Railroad in Central New York provided an opportunit

-sympathetic whites. The passage of the Fugmve Slay

'Congregatronal Church'shocked even abolmomsts by callin

vfrom Garrison both physxcally and- emotionally. He began

agitating for slave insurrection in Rochester in his newspaper
“The North Star.” But from Garrisor, Douglass mamtamed,

A nonviolent tactic advocated ‘widely wnthm abohtromsmf

.was economic boycott. Merchants in Central New York;

such as Thomas -McClintock and Richard Hunt of Waterloo,
formed Free Produce Societies to enférce a boycott of slave
made goods from the South. They staged “Abolitron airs”
to sell both their free produce and their ideas. For on such’
fair, James and Lucretta Mott’s chxldren wrote ‘the’ followmg'
couplet: ’

If Slavery comes by CoIor whxch God gave ‘
. Fortune may change and-You become the Slave. .

Nonv1olent cooperatron in-developing the’ Undergro“ d

Black “conductors” such as Rev: John Thomas, Harriet 8
Tubman, and Sojourner ~‘Truth’ to ~work alOngside' S

changed the tone of Abohtlomst actrvrtles untll Vr

to v1olently re51st the return of fugl 5 .y
famous Jerry rescue in Syracuse led by Samuel osephj May;/

a Black man to be their. mmlster And in 1856 the Sout o

The issues “of women’s rights and. Black nghts are always' ‘
connected despite all efforts from the estabhshment to pxt

~ them agamst each other.
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in July, 1848
n for a.reunion wrth her old friend
Thé two. women had met in
World ‘Anti-Slavery Conference.
: Amencan women delegates had
. been excluded from the ‘meeting and forced to listen from a

special section of the hall. Stanton -anid Mott had been so
- dis rbed by this: exclusion ‘that they had vowed ‘to call ‘a
‘ ntion to discuss rights for women when they returned
United States." The claims of family' and polmcal
had intervened, but the tea party:at which they met
‘Waterloo would prove- the spark which. set. off a
American . revolution. That revolution is - still
unfinished, but its roots can be seen in: the Seneca - Falls

fconventlon -and; thev Declaratron of Sentlments and‘

~Why such a momentous event should have occurred in
Seneca Falls is explained in part by Stantons residence
" theére. Two years of dornestic isolation-in a frontier ‘region,
with little domestic help and less intellectual stimulation had
aroused her sense of injustice concerning women's political
and social position, her own most of all. It was this frustration
which she poured out at Jane Hunft’s house. By her own
. description, she aroused her listeners and they decided to
finially’ call that meeting which ~Stanton and Mott had

_discussed eight years earlier. Present in addition to Hunt, - E

Mott and. Stanton were Martha erght Mott’s sister’ and
Mary Ann MClintock. M'Clintock was experienced in
abolitionist organization ¢ and offered to help Stanton frame a
declaration and resolutions to consider- at .the meeting.
Stanton put the ¢all announcing the meeting in. the local
paper and secured the_ Seneca Falls. Wesleyan Methodrst
kChapel as a meeting place.

Vith little more than a week's notrce, the meetmg opened'

on July 19th to.a large ¢rowd. During the two days, more
than“three hundred people . attended * and.-one hundred
women and men - signed the Declaration “of Sentiments,

based on the: Declaration of lndependence This. document'
and a series of resolutions adopted by the convention were

.. ‘given widespread publicity from-a-sometimes mocking press.
The meeting. had “confronted issues ‘which 'had troubled

iany. people should come to a'meeting in a small ;upstate

examme i

' p parmg to select deleg\ es. to a conventron in Buffalo later
s group attended the Women s

legal reformers who had been active
Ma ed Women s Property Law m New York in the: sprmg

_ ellgrous orgamzatrons had been contendmg wrth the
questtons of women’s participation;- and slavery -again

1en-and women across the country. To understand why so -
- village,the polmcal and )retorm context of '1848. must be ,
I dtalogue over slavery had become drvrslve enough to' ‘

~had spht over:the issue: Many/ signe

the passage of a’

ought this issue to the fore: In 1843 :Abbey Kelly: spoke in’

in an orchard because none of the local churches would
allow - her to preach there) became the basis. for an
excommunication trial for Rhoda Bement, a member of the
local Presbyterian Church. Bement’s right to request her .
" minister read. announcements for abolitionist -activities. was
the 1mmednate cause of her trial; but her challenge to church
authority was the basic .issue. Bement and her husband .
attended the conventron and - srgned the Declaration of‘ '
Senhments .

tronted the role of -
ropriety. of support for. .
Genesee Yearly Meeting -

Area Quakers had more recent ;
women in the meeting and' the pr
abolmomst activities. In Jiine; t

document were atea. -Quakers: Htstorlan Judy -Wellman_ of
SUNY Oswego who is writing a collective biography of- the
Seneca Falls signers has concluded tha hese: political splits -

between Quakers lrke Mott, polmcal abolitionists and. legal k -
reformers Stanton’s’ acquamtance wrth abolmomsts because R

)

whom Were . ,her father: s iassociates’: fa’nd , former ,law

: Seneca Falls: and attendance at her lecture (Wthh was held

Women s Encampment Handbook 2
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brought’ people to the meetmg no other mdmdual could\' I
‘ have . C e .



The lastmg results of the Seneca Falls Convenhon‘ are’
found in the documents it produced.. The. language of the: * .-

‘Declaration of Sentiments reminded readers of the natural
law tradition on which the country was founded. The
’orgamzers conscxously ‘put themselves - in " this - tradition,

~where the truth of equality and nghts for women were"

declared self-evident. The grievances listed paralleled the
 ‘usurpation of power the colonists had addressed to King

.o+ - George almost 75 years earlier. The resolutions adopted by’
o the. group built on the Declaration and suggested * that

. womenact’ to gain natural rights denied them, including
access to professxons politics ‘and the pulpit. They called for

an end to the double standard of morality and behavior.

~ These resolutions still provide an agenda for the women’s

‘movément. Although suffrage was achiev d after nearly 75

equal.:

n‘which reads Resolved that women of this country
nnlxghtened in regard to the laws under whrch they hve

-years of‘struggle, the resolution which asserts That wornan is:
.was intended to be 50 by the Creator and the. - »
good' of ‘the .race demands that-she should. be”
~:as' such still remains a polmcal goa ';The‘

want stlll applles to the €l
Famxly Protectlon Act.

State: suffrage campaign.

Wesleyan- Chapel in Seneca
~ Party gathered in Seneca Falls

Amendment the Lucretla Mi

opted the E
mendment as they

Cdrmen Lucxa like M ther Jones Elzzabeth Gurley Flynn
'a Lemlich, the women of | Lowell ‘MA and the women:in
‘ade unions today arepart of a proud and fiery tradition

ing. condmons ‘equal pay, child care, and an.: end to
itation. for the sake of proﬁt contmues

. Imagine. 1 37 A group “of female clerks dressed in whlte
with red'sashes on strike; standing in front of the 5 and
me, their employer. The problem: wages. Their strategy: a
ine preventing  warehouse ‘men _from dehvermg
ucts. Their strength:‘ womanness, and fthe;spikedfheeled'
s:they held in thelr hands, prepared to strike anyone
) ine. We can’t kzll them. . xf they
‘we'd ftg’ t~ but women. .. how are we going 1o
t:vmen7> We re .not going. to haue our heads broken

'faetory At 16 she was orgamzmg
Clothing'\ Workers. - :

ented by the exxstmg labor - movement.
ent; she claims; stemmed from" men who felt that ‘shie
Faking on a Job ‘which' they: had vnewed .as 1mp0551ble
use! clerks were so diversified, they were too much of a
> ‘ge to orgamze :

‘working women seeking justice. The struggle -for safe

_rmen Luc1a helped to orgamze many dlfferent umon’

: San Francxsco she:
The '

foundmg strength were moi
stores such as Woolworth’ ¥

them with mformatlon, ‘ent
kept watch over the surround
could advnse and take adva‘

‘was dlfferent from ‘men’s
. approach workers at their h

was called upon to establxsh
organizers: had faxled

b

-Women’s Encampment Handbook

f ' Rem be ng OurRoots




The History

s.he’ United. States and Sovret Umon representmg

11% of the world’s population; have spearheaded and .

shaped global military competition since World War II. They
“spend half 'of the world’s military budget, export 58% of the

world’s . mtematronal arms. frade- and control 96% of, the

~world’s stockplle of nuclear weapons. .

The nuclear and conventional arms race is not a new-

- game to the supetpowers. Since the end of World Warll, the

US and the USSR have been playing military hardball, often -

. utilizing . their aligned ~nations, members of NATO/
WARSAW and the third world, as the playmg fields for this
competmon

‘. World War 1 ended in. 1945 From 1945 to 1949 the

groundwork was laid for the “cold war.” In 1949, twelve .

“nations. formed the North Atlanhc Treaty Organizatlon
(NATO) ~formally. establishing -a collective .defense - to
“prevent -aggression .or ‘to repel it, should it occur, ? to
“safeguard the freedom, common heritage and civilization of
their: people’s, founded -on the principles - of democracy,
individual liberty and the-rule of law.” In 1953, the Eastern

Bloc countries followed suit and estabhshed the WARSAW '

Pact

- programs.

activities from 1978 82, worldwxde This translates i

‘ equally 1mportant for cxvxl:an and mllltary sectors o

: fought on the temtory of 49 nahons

e ]?.:erulse, Pershmg II and the Arms Raoe

advanced ICBMs and short range systems brmg the world
much closer to a nuclear holocaust. -
During the 60’s and 70’s, the US defense pohcy was based

" on the theory of Mutual Assured Destruction (MAD); that.
nuclear war would be deterred because neithet- country

would strike first fearing massive retaliation. lNow, the USis -

developmg new, and rmore accurate ‘nicle =

systems. with the capability - of knocking out the- rmlltary .
installations of the Soviet Union in one blow: before«they can

retaliate.  The Soviet Union ‘is responding - .
developing comparable weapons. Thus, the US strategy for -

deterrence, based on MAD is; bemg replaced by a strategy of e

Fzrst Strike.

TheHumanCosts S TR
Technologxcal advances in weapon systems and & «stantf.
changes in strategic doctrines have made disarmament prob-
lems increasingly complex. For example, there has been no -
downward trend in nuclear testing since the Partial Test Ban ‘
Treaty was sighed in 1963. Clearly, as the technology:
advances, more tests are required and the. danger- to our.
lives of a nuclear accident or sickness as'a result of fallout
increases. Means for verification and negotlatlon are’ ‘not able
to keep pace wrth the skyrocketmg nUC expansmn‘

Over 16 trillion dollars was spent on mllntary ‘rélated

miltion dollars : spenton weapons every minute of every our
of every day of 1981.1In' 1981, an estimated 3 to 12% of the
global production of " 14" particular” minerals, whxc '

»resourc's dlrectly competes for resources which ¢

otllerw ¢ be ‘vaxlable for soc1al and econo

money is bemg used for mxhtary purposes In 32 cou
mcludmg the‘?‘twov superpowers the governments

repres

"liing"isf?COﬁneded R
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- approx1mately two~th1rds of the world’s populatxon
,Presently 40 conventional wars are underway. Conventional
~'wats are on the rise as is the international arms. trade.
Twenty years ago, developing nations accounted for only
.10% of the world’s military expenditures; their share has
" now doubled. Arms imports of developing countries have

risen sharply, amounting to $20 billion, three fourths. of the )

, world’s arms trade.
_While the conventional and nuclear build up is not ne
.what is new is the nature of the . weaponry. ..More

sophrshcated and deadly weapons. are being transferred

" around the globe every day. The difference between nuclear

and non-nuclear begins to blur'as we: perfect the destructive - ;

power of conventional forces and develop mini-nukes to be
‘used in small regional “skirmishes.” A’ conventional war
already in progress could be the spark that ignites the flame,

the conflict which - will . put to use: these tools of mass

, destructlon :

Strategic Parity

" Given this: tense srtuatlon thh tnp-wrres spanning - the .

' ‘globe, ‘why would the superpowers continue to escalate the

. nuclear arms race? The ptesidents of both nations have tised -

rieed tocatch up—close the gap-—as-the rationale for
these' escalatlons In laying the groundwork for the NATO
- decision. ‘to ‘accept 572 new:: missiles, western ‘military

- planners contended that'the ‘Soviet Union ‘has-an edge on-

medium and tactical range nuclear forces in the’ European

Theater. Slmultaneously, the State Depariment in 1978

* declared that “in terms of overall strategic nuclear power, the

two nations: are roughly: equal” ‘Furthermore, the fact of
ﬂstrategtc parity “befweeri the* two - ‘countries has been
“acknowledged repeatedly by “responsible” US government
officials among -them, former President Carter, -former
' Secretary of State Harold Brown, and Arr Force Chref of
: -Staft Lew Allen Jr.. :

ATO Decis:on .

“Despite claims of “parity, ‘the mlmsters of NATO in
= December 1979, agreed to a “dual decision” to deploy 572
ong range theater nuclear weaporis: {LRTRNF).in five
NATO countries starting in- December 1983; if Intermediate

Nuclear Force (INF) talks between the United States and the’
-8 ‘et Umon fanled One hundred and etght Pershmg ll

' Germany and 464 ground launched Crurse missiles would
ationed in the. United Kingdom, the Nethetlands,

Sovret Union) ‘and the unvenﬁable nature,of the.. Ground

, fto contend that he is senous about arms control

_doom-our planet:to catastrophie.

k pf the qovernments mvolved to lmplement

m, ltaly and West Germany Although the 1979"

' Frrst Strike Escalation '

o can get their rnxssrles out of the:r launchers ThlS is due torth

speed and accuracy of- the Pershmg (8 rnmutes 10..

\ ‘m 3 hereby, the Sovrets release thelr forces if. they‘
perceive a US attack. These systems. are. highly dangerous_;
in hght.-of present and future arms negotlatlons Beca se of

Pershmg i mrssrles it'is contradrctory for Pre51den
as'i

" The deployment of. these new. systems coupled
mdependent upgrading of the French and Brmsh forces, v
force the Soviet Union to ‘deploy their own versions: of

- Cruise and:Pershmg II' missiles. - Escalation such as. thrs 3

deployment,"threaten the future of arms negotlatrons and

“For this reason, the l'iuromissiles have: become the focus L
of an international controversy. Whrle the United" States and.
the Soviet Union. conduct an extensive propagand war
over these systems and/or proposals a huge broad- based,,
dlsarmament movement has taken root in Western' Europe ‘
to prevent the ‘deployment. Marches across. Europe, direct,.
actions at installation sites, peace: encampments_ and.major
political party ‘and labor union: activity ‘continue to. fuel.a.
quickly :growing grassroots ‘opposition - ma he.
deployment of these new systems: ‘much.more- drffrcult fo all

' Everything is Connected- .




1 Labor Connectlons

hose who attempt to reach out to mdustnal workers and '

" technicians on the - dlsarmament issue - are’ often’
confronted with serious doubts and questions: “I've'made a-

. moral decision not to cooperate with- the military;, why can’t -
- they?”; “They're not important, we need to convince
management/ legislators to change.”; “Why won’t they do' -

. something to stop the ‘arms race'?” “Don’t--they - care?”
- Clearly there are reasons' why most working people ‘have
not joined our movement. And if we-don’t take the time to*

sort them out, our work in this crucial area will be ineffective.
" One of the major causes of militarism is the powerlessness

‘of working people to affect change. The great dreams of our -

parents who began to organize for better wagdes, and

‘ goals of the progressive wing of the trade: union. movement
is'obvious to those who are faniiliar with our history. - ‘
In the. United: States only-20% of the ‘workers are
‘ orgamzed, in Canada not much more than 30%. . History

clearly s
organized::

“should work toward allowing working people, as well as

ofhers, the ability to affect change. The fact remains that .
moral’ decisions are tied .to economic ones; the . abthty to |
make moral- decisions - rests .on ‘free. choice. If we are

blackmailed by ‘economic dependence on military contracts,
moral choices are perverted. Convincing management

and/ or the government to make minor changes may only be. .

in the interest of capital. We need to continvally examine our

strategies to offer ways that everyone can become a part of ~

, themovement

ive world But there is

ng conditions are :still unmet. Their  dreams -of
- remedying . the social ills created or “exacerbated - by

capltalism—patnarchy, ‘environmental degradatton, war,"rg
racism=-are barely touched. That these were and are the

WS that people have little: power unless they are -

ong-term socnal change is one of our’ goals then we

ethmg that we alt_*

ese horrible weaponS;

;;Sale of the North' - blockades and plcketlmes By. the same token

' strikebreaking - legtslatlon The" lack’ ‘of laws

efconnections ‘We will avoid tnvnahzmg and tgnormgv

productton that wxll meet the needs of our commumtxes that -
is, more worker -and: community control of the workplac :
We need to study the conversion strategtes being used : .
and -proposed. ‘What aré ' the successes: of the Lucas =
Aerospace workes in Europe? What has been the effect of
their alternative use campaign? What strateg1es have b :
put forward for workers contrel in [the capitalist countnes f] :
Europe; Canada and the United Stateés? =~ ‘ ’

We need to ask ourselves if we harbour <lassist attttudes"’ S
Do’ we: feel that we have to educate workers:about the
issues? . Most working people are just-‘as capable™ of
understanding the complexities. Do we trivialize the role that
production - workers can .play or ‘do we ‘support the

- contribution' they can make? Do ‘we - ‘understand - the'

privileges-of higher' education, _economic security, et thatt :
some of us have received? Do we make real efforts to make'
‘our Qroups acces51b1e to workmg people?

There is no substztute for actua] expenence in me}
workplace. It is often not until one works ori a’ product'” n.
line or at menial office work in an unhealthy’ atmosphere‘ o

_that one learns how powerless people can feel. Only after we .

have worked through these discussions-and self- educatton
can we begin to build up\the trust that is. needed for thts in
of organizing. - S
. We are forcetully askmg mlhtary productlon workers fo.

ou_r support to. thetr strugglest We- can do 'o

stnkebreakmg during a’ legal strike has resulted in‘t
of one United Steelworkers member and: arbttrary ar
ptcketers wtth repressxve ba11 condmons

'are"usuall Ademocrattc structures :

ng’tsConnected, .




roductron" machinery andv resources from mnlltary to :
 beneficial civilian use. It is a way to:create jobs, job

ty txlxze our resources to meet human needs and plan

ns: have already endorsed the .
e 'lntematlonal Assoc1anon of .

;an pr vxde‘ moré fully for peoplevs needs o

solar pro;ects mclude deep an, :
systems, mdustnal process solar stea‘
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Cour present mxhtary economy s not posmble without™
conversion work at the local level addressmg local weapons
‘ ‘fac1ht1es There area number of eonversron prO)ects‘ actrve 1n

- No such’ »legrslatlon has ‘yet- been passe
(HR 6618) 1$ pendmg in the House ,

contract cancellatr
also “has “the.
possrbrhtles And insteal

,conversnon plannmg and
towards peace can also
sensible: economy.
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Non-Vlolent ClVlhanDefense

N on- v1olent Civilian Defense or socnal defense isa non‘

“violent alternative to’ military defense. It is based on

wndespread polmcal _economic and socxal noncooperatlon in

- order to oppose mlhtary aggression or political repression. It
uses methads such as boycotts, refusals to obey, strikes, -

- demonstrations, and setting up alternative government.

‘Social defense is based on the principle that no.

“regxme—-whether democracy or. mlhtary dlctatorshnp—can

- survive without the passive support or nanresistance of a .

large fraction of the populatlon Since ‘social defense relies
-on resistance by large sections of the- populatlon, it is the
nonviolent equivalent of gquerilla warfare. :
- ‘Social defense acts as a deterrent by appealmg to fhe
"civilian  population in the aggressor country througﬁ itsbroad
base, its nonviolence ‘and the justice of its cause. The

methods of social defense maxnmxze ‘political opposmon'

within' the aggressor country. ‘ x,{. .
Social defense is not automatxcally success{ul )ust as

“military * defense s .

effectiveness can be inproved by advanced planmng -and

‘prachce Although social defense " is based entirely: on .

nonvxolent methods, violence and suﬁermg caused by the

aggressors is still hkely Social defense is not an easy road to .

‘peace ‘but it does offer some hope for creatmg a world in

“which socxal struggle  continues but large scale, war and

’ wolence are greatly reduced
The rhetonc of those who' advocate spendmg money on

weapons is that' mxlxtary hardware is needed in order to deter’
potential “aggressors, or invaders. But is- the goal of
- deterrence best achieved by expendlture on weapons? After
a great deal of mﬂltary expendlture by many govemments, ,

' the threat of war is as great as ever.

Socnal defense is an. alternative to military defense whtch,

he threat of invasion in a number of ways. .

publzcly fﬁsed,gdn‘df“r'hahy were arrest
to concentratzon camps Bqt

_ fraction of the population.

not -automatically successful. lts -

~.economic - system:-

hey contmued to restst‘

and fmally the Qu:slmg govemment worried about angermg'*»

the Norwegian people too much—released the teachers:
The schools were never used for Nazi propaganda e

Even in .Nazi Germany itself, nonv:olent resistance was
effective in some .cases. In' 1943.in Berhn .thousands - of

" non-Jéewish wives of Jews arrested. by the: Gestapo

demonstrated outside the detention center. Eventually the
prisoners were released Nonviolent resistance also has’ been .
used with some success in the Soviet Union, for example in:
prison labour camps at Vorkuta in 1953, . ~

Even the. most ruthless dictatorship_ depends for its
existerice on passive support or nonresistance by a large‘

Social defense can’ be successful agamst ,
repression. But the methods and tactics used need to be,
specially chosen if repression is harsh More use can be .
made of - qulet “mistakes” in carrymg out . tasks andi

“misunderstandings” of orders And when support for’ the "
resistanceis w1despread open defiance becomes p0551b1e o

Social defense is at variance with our. present political and
It advocates ‘shared control  as “a‘
replacement for the military defense hierarchies which keep:
power and knowledge in the hands of the minority:: The -
continuance of -the miilitaty: system is in the interests of a
powerful few, ‘including weapons manufacturers, ‘top

' govemment bureaucrats and other vested interests.

< A\'second reason is that the idea of social defense is fairly
‘new. It is true that the methods. of social defense; such as.
strikes, boycotts, demonstrations and #go slow” campaxgns R
have been used for ‘many centunes Furthermore or g

severe L



he anti-wat iovement has been an: 1mportant force in
o T ouir'society for challenging U.S mlhtarlsm international-.
 ly. It has helped to make peace’ and disarmarmient pressing”
- issues. for'milions of U.S. citizens. And yet, it has not fully

:recogmzed the links’ between mlhtarlsm and racism, and it

‘has given relatively less’ attentron 1o the effects of ¢ economic
'm)ustlce These have been serious drawbacks We want the -

. peace movement to be'as powerful and effective as possible:
~ In-otder for this to happen, however, it must become func-
- tionally multi-racial and focus 6n racism ‘and economrc in-
' justice as well as international mllrtarrsm

“While the causes. “for parhcular wars often appear

complex, racism has played a prvotal role in virtually all

‘military conflicts. There are six ways in ‘which we understand
racism militarism and economic injustice to be inter-related:
1 Every mrhtary conflict has been over controlof land and
‘resources. Hrstoncally, people of ‘color have borne the brunt

of the world’s great wars of domination; for it'is the land,

jresources and human labor of the Third World that’ the,
Western powers have constantly. fought over.
2. The abrhty of a country to wage war-or to conquer

another people. depends on i ‘stilhng “enemy thinking™ i

the mids of the. populace. Enemy thinking, in turn depends
on racral and cultural stereotypmg ’

’ human services are given over to the mlhtary

3. Because of racrsm the US “armed services ]
portronately made up of people of color. Since most f

“economic.conscripts”are unskilled; they end up in:th

. lines of battle, victims of the whlte generals and p
who wage: the wars.. '

‘4. Wars are undertaken at the expense of those wh

least afférd themupoor people in ‘general, and p
color in partlcular-as budgets whxch would othe

5. Ptoductron for military use has proven to
mﬂatronary and * job- reducmg Racism in" U.S.
guarantees that the ‘majority of )obs created in the
sector will do. to skilled,  educated "white workers,
remforcmg exrstmg racial and: class inequalitic

6. Poor people of: color have not been- v ible. e -
mamstream peace ‘movement because they are. alr ady .
expenencmg war in thexr own commumtles

about stoppmg the ‘war machme and estabhsh
peace understand the racist nature’ of w
comcrdence that former Presrdent Carter

They realize that people of c‘o,or 1 ‘g e Co
fight agamst' their: brothers and srsters m Thar
countnes -

‘We are encouraged by srgns that the peace move
concerned ‘about ifs white;" mrddle-class image. We't
concerned not only : about the i image, but about the z
‘and  strategy whrch flows from ™ white, mi
leadershrp We are convmced that it'is drfflcu]t fi

racism, Wthh

and keeps,th

Evergihing s Connected
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;“ii}lf.uropean Dlsarmament Movement

n December 12, 1979, NATO Defense and Foreign

) Ministers agreed to deploy 572 Cruise and Pershing II

© Missiles in ' Great Britain,.  Italy, West Germany, the
" Netherlands, and Belgium. While Norway and Denmark,
,both NATO members also, have banned nuclear weapons
from their soil, they could be called upon to provide support
“functions in the event of a NATO emergency. Both Cruise

ﬂy undetected, below radar, with an explosive force 15 times
“more powerful’ than the bomb that was dropped on
‘Hiroshima, and the Pershmg 11 will be able to fly deep into
th Soviet Union in 6-8 minutes with pinpoint accuracy.
NATO’s Dec 12 decision, -along thh President Reagan’s

referénces to a “limited nuclear war” in’ Europe, have been ~
t fcatalysts for the raprd growth of the European disarmament.

“t'movement therally tnillions of people have been mobilized
* in an effort to stop the deployment The purpose of Pershing
L and Crurse “missiles was to ‘reassure’ Europeans and to
- acl rebe umty h NATO: They haven’t. They are causing the

rgest demonstratzons in ' modern " history ‘across Europe,
“and" Europe. is: dnftmg away. from the U.S, In ‘England,

Belgium, - Holland, Norway ‘and W. Germany, public

5. ng Il and Cruise Mrssxles Spreadmg the
Haos, Clerg‘ and Laity Concerned)
‘Many, Europeans see the U.S: and NATO as one and the

eir govemments will have httle or no
, ‘However, while many activists perceive
n countnes to'be fhostages of the U S in thrs respect

wor]d ‘wars’ on ., ‘their “continent; ‘this is
5 'S governments

" ~and Pershing Il are First Strike Weapons Cruise Mlssﬂes can -

: 'pmron polls show the majority increasingly opposes the

e, eahzm that’the U S government has a much greater .

9 i :
R:as: ‘a. result of :the“shared " expetience’ ‘of the

1solatromsrn and a kind of political tunnel-vision. Thxs is
aided both by the relatively small size and the physical
proxrmrty of the European countries. As a result, there is a

clearer ‘understanding of and ;respect for the mterdepen- -

dence’ of all peoples.

In many ways, peace camps characterize the strength and
decentralized nature of the grassroots peace movement asa
whole. -Attention to’ process and well-thoughtout’ polmcal
philosophy and strateqy seem . less 1mportant than the

creation vof support and space’ for ‘people to act .

‘spontaneously on their convictions. Peace Camps tend to be

very actron—onented and often theory comes as.a result of
experience, rather than the other way around. The frrst

Peace Camp was formed when a small group of women,

mainly housewives, marched from Cardiff, Wales" to

Greenham Common, England in the summer of 1981. {see -

article ‘on Greenham) Since then abolt 14 other Peace

_ Camps have sprung up in Great Britain, a few of which are
. women-only, as well as an- International Peace Camp.in

Comiso, Sicily, site. of Italy’s Cruise Missile Base. There are
plans for Women’s Peace. Camps this summer in Germany,
Holland, Scotland, and ltaly.

‘Peace Camps often address a range of issues, including
educatlon about the connection of the military. burldup with
the economtc srtuatlon of both the specifrc country andv the

peacemakmg ‘must happen ﬁrst on a 1

,adopted non- v1olence as a foundatlo

in’. Europe, and Womens Peace Camp, :
mstrumental in furthenng drscussron and awar’

: ' conscnptron of women in case’ of war the ‘Women' s ce
. Campatthe mxhtary airbase in Soesterberg, the Netherlands
(Summer‘Fall 1982), which attempted to draw a wide. range

of wormen while mamtaming a clear commitment to being a

24 k, S - o o tho‘men’s: Encamprnent Handbooh
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' whole.

‘about the: deployment—

Bewe‘aving thejw,eb .

women- only space and women ‘in both.Great Bntam and'

Sicily who live and work at'mixed Peace Camps; attempting
“to bring those groups closerto an understanding of feminism
“and what it has to offer the dnsarmament m ement as a

Issues of how women’s peace groups that don’t come
'~ from a feminist perspective ¢
what the relatlonshlp to men should be, and whether the
“main " focus should be “on the- Crulse and - Pershmg i
deployment or on.the connections to other issues, are all
~ ‘ongoing ~ discussions within
Disarmament movement. While there”is" much dialogue
*about how to reach out to a broader range ‘of women, the

‘classism’ _nd racism inherent in a " predominantly’ whxte

middle:class movement is rarely discussed. It is striking to
see that many women became involved with Women's
Peace Camps out of a deep personal need to act against the
deployment, and have become aware of feminism as a
result. Itis also true that women who have worked solely on
{emm\st issues” in the past have been moved t6 ‘address the

‘connections between " these concerns and the increasing -
, rmlltanzahon ‘of our societies as a result of NATO s decrslont

>ploy the missiles. - _
““There does exist a greater serise of rmmedlacy in Europe
not surprisingly, since First Strike

' connect with’ those that do, . '

the European ‘Women’s

most European Dlsarmarnent groups although in many
kmstances not the sole one.: As the movement in. Eu

stoppmg ‘the deployment 1s the smgle a1
Peace Movement Thxs 1s no com i

clearlg need to. connect and colle lvel J
have the greatest irnpact.
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current Greenham ‘Common’ leaﬂet boldly declares
, For centunes women have watched men go off to war
now yvomen are leaving home for peace.

S the twenty short months since its mceptnon thousands ’

,of ‘British women:- have converged tpon the Greenham
‘Common Peace Camp, England fo pubhcly denounce the
pl,anned deployment there of 96 Cruise Missiles from the
pres nting the majority, these staunch women have
engaged ¢reativity  with relentless. persistence. They've.
‘ endure evxctlons arrests, pollce brutallty, harrassment and

.~ Force Base fence, Teddy bears picnic; and Costumed snake
_dances’ msxdethe Rase Property itself. ~

They ve con51stently, without fail, held to a prmcxple of

“non- vxolent direct action.
Ily‘ feel thqt itis not posszble to work for peace by

1 I care abo‘ut"l haue to workv for [that] future

“make dec1sxons ina very SUppOl’thG env1ronm

' everythmg I’ue struggled agamst e" ery j
: and oppressxon Tve expenenced inm y I

Women have Jomed the peace encampment because of

“other reasons, too. Many feel that it is empowering for them .

to work with women to identify the. problems of a
society structured by patriarchy. In joining togethe they

actively reject traditional roles and mmate ‘ye, -

1magmat1ve and effective action.
The Peace Camp at ‘Gréenham ‘has capt ,
xmagmatnon of people worldw1de Currently at the

youngest is 7 whxle the’ oldest is 73. Britain’s unemployed

women are joining their v01ces with the already mountmg\

voices of protest at the camp.

Then’ surging numbers reflect only a part of the whole cost
to Britain of the current nuclear escalatton—mdeed o any
country competmg in the arms race: cuts in. educat"',n
transportatxon housing, welfare; health care services, food
stamps. In essence, it is this myth of - secunty throt

weapons which demes fulflllment of very pressmg human’

needs.

About 35 women claim Greenham Common Peacet
Camp as their full- time address. Numbers of women there at
any given time may range from 6 a night to 30; 000 for the;'
. Dec, 12, 1982 Embrace the Base action. '
" Women at Greenham have: found ita necessxty to create 3
an «all women camp. Here women can deepen thelr_

I feel that one of the very vxtal aspects of the camp xs that

2% - S ', o ' Women’s-Enca‘mp‘ment'Handbo'okff
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eVent A hst of some 3 000- plus addresses spreads word *.

about actrons weaving its message among women
throughout Britain and Europe.

After a second eviction from their occupied land next
ntmue undaunted Barred ‘from settmg up caravans,

'keep themselves dry. and protected. A
es togethe and drapmg plastlc over them Donatrons of

thelr WOrk for peace.
’ ~he Greenham Common women are faced \mth other

‘brutahty has escalated Women have been

beaten’: unconscious, bruises and- dislocated jomts {from
bemg dragged around by one appendage or another).

. Appalling, still, is the fact that no independent body exists
,to investigate -the polrce, they -investigate ‘themselves and
find themselves “not guilty” "Says Toni, It’s so very
frlghtenmg because you have no recourse to the law.
.Any-and all of the mformatron .about - police brutallty
towards ‘Greenham Common women has effectively been
censored by way of a D notice issued by the government.

Although not enforceable, newspapers know of its issuance. -

‘Any paper reporting any police brutality towards Greenham
women loses, for a period of about 3 months, all
government cooperat]on
government news/information. Thus, any paper reporting
,about police brutality would * collapse shortly thereafter.

“ We feel that it if the people in*the country knew that
: womeﬁ at the'camp were béing beaten up and injured, that
support that’s already there would grow enormously. People
would be appalled by it:, We can't get (the police brutality)
pubhshed L T c 7

" The U.S: pérsonnel 'onthe‘base ‘it the ‘past, have been
armed but hiave had absolutely no jurisdiction. Recently that

changed us: armed personnel have been told to shoot on

their own initiative. = . ~

g h pollce aré not arimed. But recently a spemal polrce
as been formed in Britain called the: Atornic' Energy
his is a force of 500 armed pohce who are allowed

rald anyones home ‘on’. suspicion - of any

e_and is’ mevrtably found. gullty When she is then

5 ipeqace

path of non- violent direct.action has been rough at

s\e the spirit of the.camp prevaxled uporrthe women .

nsrsted of a rope strung between 2 trees with.
aped. over it. Benders were made by tying saplings -

~ propaganda, the ‘government backed down. Toni' mu: 5

-doing it. It’s a worrying thing but. .

h prtalrzed for internal injuries (from being klcked) being.

in- the ..way of :dispensing

nuclear weapons indefinitely.

- =Toni "

rsrve acts to: stop the'

d-is made’ avaxlable to those unable to :
ot representatron in’ coutt;: Greenham" .Common’
en have‘on many occasxons, been demed that legal a1d ,

Greenham womar mvolved in dlrect nén- vrolent actron o
eace, when arrested, is ‘charged with ‘breach-of-the-

!

the’ authormes terms nieans she is not allowed to
take part in any actual work for- peace for a long penod ’
When a woman refuses to accept that kind of bind-over she
faces a jail sentence. For some women, settmg foot back
onto the Peace Camp means a 2-year 1mpnsonment Some
women, under penalty of incitement cannot incite others to
trespass onto the Peace Camp land.:

fmmediate impact and effectlveness of the act:ons at
Greenham Common can be, measured by notmg a few
developments over the last 20 months. ,

1. Recently the government ‘claimed that it was gomg to -

'spend about 1Yz million dollars in an advemsmg campaign

to promote the Cruise Missiles! Because of the uproar in the .
country against that kind of money: bemg spent on polmcal )

But that merely means they will still do it but say they’re not
.IP’s also an mdxcatxon of :
our strength and efféectiveness. :

2. While only 10% of Britain’s populatlon knew of the"-
Cruise Mlssﬂe last year at this time, 90% now know-what a'
Cruise Missile is. Sixty-one percent of Britain’s. populahon is
now opposed to the siting of- the Cruxse stsnle in’ thexr
country . ’

3. International newspapers are covermg the actlvmes of
the Greenham activists.

‘4. Peace Camps have sprung up all over. Europe as well as :
2 now being plarined in the U.S.-Greenham Common is -
being used as a model for some of these camps.

Clearly the Women’s Peace Camp at Greenham

" Common has been very effective. How long women intend

to remain there may depend on how effective they feel they..
continue to be. Theresa claims that if she stops seeing results
from 'the actions . at Greenham that would: only.be ‘an
mspxratron for her to work harder and be more determined.
Iintend. to stay here. ...to oppose Crwse Mlssrles and

‘ —Theresa (4/ 29/ 83)

And o) the peace camp contmues, season after season,
providing, insight and- msprratron for people all over the

-~ world.

a(iing the Web
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An 1magmed thread hnked COlTllSO to: Greenham

sit-in at the ip'roposed:Crmse mlssﬂe base at Comiso. Comiso
is due to receive 112 Cruise mlssdes in 1983. A feminist
'collectxve An Catama (Ccmrdmamento per-Te utodetermina-

which ‘was then ftranslated  into - ‘English and French and
taken. to ‘Amsterdam fo an international meeting of women
“for'peace; The most important points of their statement are:
“The violence of war-equals: the violerice of rapé thls is the
historical memory that wormen have of all wars. It'is ot by

traditional relatlonshxps between the-two sexes:: aggressmn,
conquest -possession, control ‘Of a'woman or o va ' land —it
‘makes httle difference.” And again, “For women ourselves
the " war_ has already begun the . raising . of military
expend\tures ‘m ans cuttmg expendttures for socnal

e “with' Gr‘ énihiam Common wete’ estabhshed when
two Green_ Sten’ vxslted Slc:ly and showed slides of
“their peace cainp and. women’s actions. This reinforced the
will of the Catania ‘group. to work separately and to hold the
‘Women~only action on’ December 12, 1982::0On that ‘day

1983 by 307 woimnen from the Peace Camp; from: European
cotintries and the USA which blocked the entrance from 6
\am to mldday The women also dlstnbuted leaflets to explain
- why they were ‘there.

j Subsmptron for one year $ 15

A

eak Out. o’n‘ Peaee '

- Israeli Women .

recent confer ce Israel on

i brutalxty of rape and batteredwi t also the more subtle
~ and insidious formsof vxolence against’ worrien, such: as

Intematlonal Connectlons

Comxs Women Say No to the Crunse'

Comtnon on December 12, 1982, as Sicilian women held a

* Zione della ~“donna) ‘has been active’ in' the peace issue.since; 3
September 1981 when they drew up their own document

chance that war goes- through the’ same stages as the = the machinery of power—and to use this undetstandmg to

T they sat in a circle in front of the Maghocco airport with other.
womer, sorie of whom were from Comiso itself. Magliocco . .
has since had a web woven across its gateway on January 4,

. conﬂxcts

B ~reprmted from sts CP 50,1211 GenevaZ watzerland _

nal femimst ]
erence ‘was - j
to.‘cover all * - 1
he more “obvious .7

o pornoqraphy, v1olence w1thm the famxly, the vnolence done ’

to ‘women through sexist language Although these and
other workshops were well attended, a large proportion :of
women atthe conference felt: that it was unrealistic to devote
time to these issues in the current cxrcumstances,
issue to be dealt with now was women and the war, :
“ “As feminist women, we havé to make’ the’ connectlon(
between an ideologdy of war,:and our vital life interests, which.
are further and- further, regressed by a siege mentahty We
have to understarid the- propaganda of féar; of the enemy.
w;thout, waiting to destroy us—a fear exploited by both sides.
as ‘@ means of controllmg society, and of oppressmg
women.”

- What of the future'? Three courses of action were outlmed
in-the last part of the workshop. The first was to becon
involved politically, to understand the polmcal processes a

Ifurther our own interests.’
The second coutse of actlon suggested was for women to
unite and' get in‘touch with their own sh’engths -And- the..

~ third is to work with Palestl(uan women. And of course;.all-

these - courses’ of action” should “be embarked upon
simultaneously. “Our ‘strength lies in the extent to which we.
can:work thh Palestlman women,” said Katznelson...

If women' are able to reach out’ to- each ‘other, acrossr

, ‘borders, to join their strengths and find a way to make thelr

voices heard, there is'yet-hope of a better world—a world in
which war w1ll Cease to existas an ophon for solvmg poh’ncal

Canadxan Women Refuse the Cruise :

, Because we see the nuclear threat to world survwaI and‘

‘the oppression . of ‘women’ @s.: rooted. in. the - politics -of
. domination, ‘we also.see that world - nuclear disarmament

would be only.a partxal step. toward a lasting world peace.
We must chaIIenge not only the ‘arms build-up but dlso. all
the props that’ support mxhtansm as. the charactenstrc‘"
solution- to problems between mdimduals or_nations; in

“society and the. world. ‘We' must. consczously seek . out.

non: hxerarchxcal aIternat: es whxch enable us: to Iwem a’

" Womien's Encampment Handbook -
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k At the Foot of the Mountam

‘The ‘Shibokusa women ‘of Kita Fuji have developed a -

strong movement at the foot of Mount Fuiji, near a fortified
military base: The struggle for their land and for a human life
is centuries old. In the seventeeth century, they made a

modest living ‘growing beans and radishes and creating.a_
silk-worm industry. Then in*1936; ‘militarism disrupted ‘the’

fragile prosperity of the.community. First, the army executive

drills on their land. After’the war, the .US army troops

stationed on the site led to a startling increase in prostrtutxon ‘
Women were treated liké dirt on the ground:

Nothing- changed after the San Francisco Peace‘ Treaty‘ ’

srgned in"1952 and when in"1955 farmers protested, they
" Were atrested as rioters. But wide publicity following a car
accident 'in which .the chief of police was killed drew
‘attention to them and they were promised more land. Then,
‘as-menleft the land, the women took over the struggle
~against‘the military base; building a' series of small cottages
‘around the base; small bastions of ordinary life amid the
soldiers”incessant preparations for. death The woman have
now ‘built fifteen!. -
~ In~1970, the police :came to evict the women—who
decnded to stay until death. At the last minute: Kimie
Watanabe, the leader, said that they would better serve their
-cause alive. They surrendered but they learned that they had

~ nothing to lose and this knowledge makes them' strong. -

*and who they are.,

‘is our whole life. .

. They disrupt military exercises by makmg their way 1nto ‘the

middle of the exercise area, popping up in the middle of the
firing. They are often arrested, but the police don’t like their
screarning and have realized that they make trouble.

- The women have been attacked by right wing groups who
harrass them, crying “go  home, you ‘old’ wrtches, -and
throwmg stones and burning brands. The women say that
they are so old that they don’t know when they wer. born
.so they thirk that if anything happens
to them it is no dlsaster The young women who are now '
bringing tp their children will then take their places:

What do they want to achieve? They wanted to get back
their land, but now they have r-alized that the whole
phenomenon ‘of militarism is violence against the land,

‘wherever it takes place. And they added, “You see, Mount

Fuji is the symbol of Japan. If they are preparing for war on
her flanks, how can they say Japan desires, peace?”” and
“Don’t imagine our lives are miserable. It’s fun'to make a
nuisance of ourselves and eémbarrass those men. This work
.We will continue it to the end. . .Men will
not endure the worst: they have no patlence they grve up or

" get violent, rather than sitting it out.”

. “We-are not clever, most of us have hardly been educated
at all. But we are strong because we are close fo the earth.
Our conviction that the military is wrong is unshakable.” -

- —excerpted from Keeping the Peace, ed. Lynn Jones

Interventlomsm and the

t is; usually assumed that nuclear war, 1f 1t comes, wxll

| begin with a full-scale nuclear attack by one super- power

: upon the other. But there are reasons to believe-that it is

" more. hkely to grow by gradual stages out of a non-nuclear

Mocal conflict” in Asia-or Africa or Latin America into which
“fthe superpowers are ulhmately, and disastrously drawn.

‘The nuclear powers appear increasingly inclined towards

mterventxon in local Third World- conﬂxcts After Viet:Nam,

“for.a time the US government relied on “sutrogate” states -

“like Iran or. Indonesia to protect-its interests abroad. When
“the Shah fell, Washmgton changed tactics. Policy now calls
“for “direct infervention, ‘or the threat of. intervention, by
~special operations forces (like the Green Berets) the US
Navy, the. Rapid  Deployment ' Force, and". the like.
Meanwhile, the USSR has shown a, greater readiness to
ftntervene vabroad m_drrectly ‘or dlrectly, as Angpla,

\'”Camb‘odra' Ethiopia, and” Afghamstan demonstrate. , A
“current or future act of intervention could ¢ one day Iead to a

_confrontation Between the superpowers..

-and' superpower interventionism' are, combining to. make
_nuclear war far more hkely It is therefore essential that the
anti-nuclear movemenit; the: antn-mterventlon movement, the
anti-draft and - counter-recruitment ‘movements, and the

" ‘movement to ‘control: the. international. arms trade work

“together. ‘None of- these movements. can ‘achieve its goals

‘alone. If interventionism and the trade. in 1ncreasmgly lethal -

-weapons ‘continue, nuclear. disarmament - ‘will- be _either
- impossible to achieve or- 1mp0351ble to maintain. i we ‘do not

* overturn. present nuclear. pohcy, it will . be 1mpossnble to

Developments in weaponry, the growth: of the arms txade, ‘

Fmal War

: compel the superpowers to give up the practxce of interven-

tionism or to convince the world’s nations they do not need
the arms they are buying in stuch’ quanitities ' to: protect
themselves against interventionary tactics.

© Atfirst sight, the fact that these issues form an inseparable
whole may seem a formidable obstacle to the success of the
peace movement. In reahty, it constitutes an extraordmary
‘opportunity. First, it provides a- solid basis for coalmons
between' the - anti-nuclear.-moverhent ‘and “the various
antl-mtervnentxonary movements (such- as the movement

" against US intervention in El Salvador). Better still, it

provides the basis for coalitions: with all“:those
-constityencies—the poor, the elderly, the minorities;, the
handlcarfped—-who are suffering.from .the shifts of pubhc
funds from- the social sector to the military establishment.
Last, it provides -the basis for ‘linking ‘the - widespread
persistenice of . anti-interventionist ‘'sentiment (the so-called
“Viet. Nam. syndrome”) to the - growmg outpounng of
antl-nuclear sentiment;

For all of these reasons, but- most of all because of the
terrifying . litany ".described - above, .it. appears - absolutely

| essential-that the peace movement view non-intervention-
_ism and nuclear disarmament as related_goals ‘of a -unified

struggle.-Indeéed, it seems _absolutely . mescapable that the

“only way.that we can prevent an interventionary war fought

with - conventnonal .weapons from - escalating into a
superpower war fought with - nuclear weapons. is. by
preventing the intérventionary war in the first place. .

 _freely adapted from a talk by Michael Klare, 6/14/82, NY.
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F or the last 10 OOO or 50 years women have generally

’ served society as peacemakers. Women have cleaned up
up after the manmade wars. They have tended the wounded,
comforted and cared for the w1dowed ‘They have been the
peacemakers within the family, and within the tﬁzﬁmumty
Women: have raised and.trained" the young, formed-and
staffed. the charities, healed the sick; assisted  at-births and
tended the dying. Women have enriched and en‘hanced the

" living-out of human lives, in-all ages and-in all regfons of the
earth.. :

In their rightful quest for llberatron from the hmrtatlons and .
restrictions “imposed on- them by, the stereotypical roles
‘assrgned them - throughout -.most. ‘of history, .-women .

sometimes - ignore the significance of:.their noble
‘peacemaking tradition. No attribute, no-skill is more needed

‘today. Women’s. traditional preference - for. - nonviolent ‘

solutions .to human problems -deserves to be honored by

these skills.

peace societies. They wrote treatises, held- discussions and
“as”a’ reaction’ to ‘the expansion of -huge -arrhies: wielding

" nationalism, women saw internationalism as the answer, and
began corresponding across national -boundaries. Such

- Bertha.von Suttner wrote her:famous book; a call-to*Lay
- .-Down - Your “Arms.”. Shelater persuaded powder-maker

" *herself madé a Nobel laureate. b
‘The women’s peace: movement- grew out of the early

rst spousers of peace and nonviclence in'this: country The
i Jomen’s Rights Convention she co-convened in 1848

- with' the formation. ‘of the ‘International - uffrag ‘Alhance
many. of whose ‘members were pacrfrsts e
o In.~.,1915,"suf~fragists from; 12 countriés, som of whose
" husbands, brothers and sons were aughtenng each: other
, oni ‘the battleﬁeld in the “Great :War,”  came together ‘to
e protest the war and plan for peace; in the first international

~.women's peace congress. From that. gathenng emerged the

~ Jane Addams, head-of the new U.S.-Women’s Peace Party,

. Executive Secretary who had been fired from her teachmg

‘women and men alrke and greater use must be: made of‘

In the nineteenth century, women began to' emerge in
more formalized peace activity through the formation of.

~corresponded with other peace societies.- These came about -

“highly destructive weapons. In response to the fervent new-
_corresponding peace ‘societies. were well developed ‘when
Alfred ‘Nobel to. establish a:peace: pnze and stlll later, was7~~

‘women’s rights -movement. -Lucretia Mott,-a Quaker from  service to peace, becam

“Nantucket who! became aneatly activist'i in Phrladelphra in-

" the anti-slavery arid women’s rights societies, was one of the . .~ and. Protestant’ denominations - in* Chutch ;Women Umted :

-sparked a national:movement, which became international *

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, with
its first president. She and Emily Greene Balch; the League’s

Spost at Wellesley for her pacrfrst vrews recerved the Nobel »

Pnze for thelr work wnth the WILPF Tnenmal world
congresses and .international summer ‘schools have been g
conisistent features of WILPF :work throughout the years: -
After World War I, sentiment for peace and disarmament
reached a high pitch, The tledglmg League of Nahons called
a dlsarmament conference in. 1932. .So" many’ women’s.
organizations came to the conference in Geneva with ‘their
millions of petitions and signs that one New York newspaper
headlined, “Where Are The Men?” But the conference failed

. as war clouds gathered. Mussolini .invaded Ethiopia, the

Japanese invaded- Manchuria, the - I_eague of Nations
dissolved, and soon Hitler's forces terrotized the continent as
World War Il erupted. :Once - again, - the:: disarmament

- movement was ended by the ottbreak: of war.

After the War, the Women’s International Detnocratrc-.r

- Federation was formed to respond to the needs- of women:

and children; they were also strong advocates of peace and
drsarmament :
+In the late 50s and early 60s nuclear testmg in jthe

"“atmosphere by the: United States and ‘the ‘Soviet' Union

spurred a vigorous ban-the-bomb movement. When women

-discovered that radioactive Strontium 90 was turning up in

their breast milk .and ‘babies’ bones;’ they descerided ‘on
Washington. Women Strike for Peace was born in 1961, and’
a partial nuclear test ban treaty was concluded in 1963. WSP
is-currently engaged in an' “I Dont Want To Be One in 20
million” campaign. . - - :
The elegantly understated slogan “War is: Not Healthy for;
Children and Other Living Things” accompanied the birth-of
Another Mother for Peace. Based in California, -it drew -

“support from some . Hollywood;;personahtres, and sent its

unique newsletter n tionwide: -
Many church wome

peace and dlsarmament

weére: often instrumental it opening up ‘discussion of: peace
issues in thenr respec’nve church v
When ' :

“Equiality,’ Developmen, P
Mexico Crty Conference mvolvmg

the first“women’s “international - drsarmament conference,
* held “at the UN,, hosted by" WlLPF nd an mtemanonal :

congress of women-in-East Berlin. . -

~The UN ‘Special- Session . for. Disai .ament An- 1978;
spawned further action: for drsarmament as ‘new. groups
-emerged. The clarion call of ‘Helen Caldrc th: alertmg all to
the medlcal effects of ‘nuclear power an War and: utging

-wortien to organize: against nuclear. armament; led-to  the .
formation of Women’s Action for Nuclear *Disarmament,
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. recogmtlon of her work.

* Feminism and Nonfvlolence .

which features 'actions 'Such as -Mothers Day_marches. i

Randall. Forsberg founded the Institute for Defense and

Disarmament Studies, with as' many women as men on its’

Board of Directors. She later launched the campaign for a

nuclear freeze. Alva Myrdal, the greatSwedrsh dtsarmament /

minister, received the Nobel

As the new feminist movemernt developed ‘spurred from_ ' Nor join in-your armed struggle -

rebellion. 'in the ranks of male dominated peace

organizations, new women’s peace groups sprouted #Cross:
the continent and'in Europe Womnen for Peace groups from

Scandinavia collected - half ‘a million’ ‘sighatures in four
months time to present to the UN: Secretary-General at the

opening ceremony of the Copenhagen U.N. Conference on .

the Internatronal Women’s Decade in 1980. The following

Amsterdam in which 10,000 women partrapated Women

in New Zealand ran a relay for disarmament from both ends

IAm a Dangerous Woman

* lam a dangérous woman

Carrying neither bombs nor babzes AR

-~ Flowers nor molotov cocktails,

CL Iconfound all-your reason, theory, realzsm

- year ‘WILPF and Women for ‘Peace held a -march in

of the country to the caprtal A: women’s march - from

Copenhagen : to. Paris in 1981 for dlsarmament and. a
nuclear-free Europe mvolved thousands along the way. The

next year ‘Scandinavian women led a march actoss the.

amﬁcral East West bamer from Stockholm to Mmsk andur

Moscow ,

Meanwhrle the Womens Pentagon Actlon axtlculatmg
thefeminist viewpoint, dramatized feminist determination to. ,
confront rmlltar\sm in -actions  legal and illegal at -the.
Pentagon in 1980 and 1981. These actions helped-bring a -

feminist spmt and creatlvrty to the peace movement:

In 1982, ‘WILPF launched the Stop The Arms Race

(STAR) campaian, enlrstmg hundreds of thousands, and

Brussels to. demand a stop to- the planned’ deployment of

Ground- Launched Crulse stsrles (GLCMs) and Pershmg :

Ils in NATO countrles

ln ‘the fall of 1981 a group of 40 ‘women and chxldren
walked from Wales. to. Greenham Common. Air. Base 'in .

England ‘where ‘the new -US GLCMs' are slated to’ be

deployed: late in 1983. They decided to stay, encamped, and .
won “international -acclaim: for the -hatrassment,. arrests,:

“bringing 10,0000 NATO women to NATO headquarters in A furnace which burns the babies

evxctrons and bitter. winter weather they .endured. Other,

© women’s. encampments followed -at. Comiso: in’ Sicily, in

Germany, England Canada, -and- now, ‘in ‘historic Seneca’
County, sife of the Seneca Army Depot transshrpment point

for the: Pershmg 1L and other nuclear weapons bemg sent to ‘

other countnes

The Seneca Women s Encampment was concenved at a

bglobal feminist disarmament coriference just prior to the UN.

Second Spectal Session on’ Disarmament, hosted by the
" Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom and

the American Friends Service Comnnittee, and attended by -

representatlves of the new. Upstate Fermmst Peace Allrance

_and’ Greenham Common ‘peace camp._

At a time in history: when the qualxty of human l1fe is -

raprdly deteriorating _as the expansion “of “militarism’ .
~ dominates our lives, and the existenice of life itself is further

threatened, women are once ‘again rising to the emergency

and_accepting responsibility for thezr own lwes the llves ofe '

their- chlldren, and all lrfe on Earth

“Because I will neither lie in your ditches -

Nor dlg your ditches for you

For bigger and better ditches.

L will not walk with you nor walk for you

I won’t five with you
And T won’t die  for you,

. But neither will [ try to deny you’
~ Your right to live and die;

1 will not share one square foot of thrs earth with you "

While you're hell-bent on destruction, .

But neither will I deny that we are of the same earth
Born of the same Mother -
Twill not permit

" Youto bind my life to yours
_ But1 will tell you that our lives

Are bound together

And ] will demand

That you live ds though you understand
This one salrent fact

Iama dangerous worman

~ Because 1 will tell you, sir;

Whether you are concerned or not,

Masculinity has madé of this world a living hell,

A furnace burning-away at hope, love, faith, and ;ustlce
A furnace of My Lais, Hiroshimas, Dachaus. -

You tell us we must make. - =~ -
Masculinity made femzmmty, '

Made the eyes of our women go dark and cold
Sent our sons—yes sir, our sons— ..

To war,

Made our children go hungry,

Made our mothers whores,,

Made our bombs, our bullets, our “Food for Peace,”
Our defmmve solutions and first-strike policies.
Masculmzty broke women and men on its knee,
Took away our futures,

Made ourfhopes fears, thoughts and good mstmcts

“rrelevant to the larger struggle,” .
And made human survwal beyond the year 2000 -
Anopen questton

Iana dangerous woman
Because [ will'say ol this
Lying neither to6 you nor with you
Neither trusting nor despising you
I am dangerous because -

T'won’ t give up-or shut i up,
Or put up with your version.of reahty

You have conspxred to sell. my life quite: cheaply,
And Lam-especially dangerous R
Because ['will never forgwe nor forget . -

Or ever conspire: - S o

To sell your life in retum.l' Ln

- —J oan Cavanagh.

S
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| :Some Thoughts on the Connectlons

Between Femlmsm and Non-Vlolence

eminism is a- value system whlch affrrms qualmes that
have traditionally .been consrdered female nurturance
“ of life, putting others’ well-being t before -one’s own,
tion, emotional and intuitive sensitivity,

ention to detail,

the. abrhty to adapt, /perseverance. These trants",have ’been :

discounted by societies. which ‘teach competi

contlict resolution, and materialism. Feminism insists that the
qualities traditionally .considered female be" recogmzed as.
deserving respect and manifesting great power. These,
qualities need to be. emphasnzed more so as to create a’
balance with ' the tradmonally ‘masculine att}ggutes ot

assertiveness and effectiveness in the wotld.

In contrast, the systern which we currently llve under 15}
called patriarchy. Pater means owner, possessor\or master.
~In a patriarchy;all civil and rehgrous authorrty belong by .

brrthrxght to men.

* Nonviolence, like feminism, is a polmcal theory and a way i

of life-Nonviolence holds life to be the highest valiie—life in

its full wonder. Killing people, hunger poverty, ignorance,
the - lack  of ~-meaningful’
work-—these are all forms of violence. Nonvrolence is®

- psychological ' manipulation;,

orgamzed and goes out to confront the violence of socrety It
is not passive. It uses anger, not.to wrpe out the opposrtron
but.to change unjust conditions. As. a philosophy. and body

of political tactics it has not been limited to any race, class, or-
sex; and it has been used effectively to draw the lme on the .

.

_violence of the prevarlmg society.
Power

Nonvrolence entarls a different understanding of power
than that which predominates today. “Usually power is

understood as the power-to-do-to. In practice, such an. .
understanding of power leads people to dominate, to want
to control, to belittle, to deny the existence of the other, orto .

~ consider the existence of the other only in terms of one’s
own self-interest. In the extreme, such an understandmg ‘of
power leads" people to seek the total extinction. of other

people. The power of nonviolence, on the other hand is the: »
- ‘power simply to’ do, or_the power-to -be. Power from a.

nonviolent perspective is expressed
empowerment of “ourselves, of othets,
- sharing, creating an " alterniative’ socral ord
boundless strength from having incotporat

: yeveryone s perspectwe Nonvrolence ‘and femir m realize_ k
 that we have to l;>e and can be truly powertul but only 1f we.

share power. :

: Nonvrolence and’ femrmsm have both recogn‘ ed thefi‘
.7 extent to which we give others power over us. ‘Nonviolent -
S activists have long urged non-cooperation: as “an-effective:’

* nonviolent tactic, for example refusing to. pay taxes when -
~ that money goes for war rather than meeting human ficeds, . -
refusal to cooperate with the draft refusal to obey racist laws, " -
- strikes ‘against unjust working situations, : Srmrlarly, manyk o
women are withdrawing support from men to one:degree or -

another as we realize the ‘extent -to which ‘we: have .

“cooperated with our own oppression.

, coopera-.

. Non-Violence‘ and Femmism

- dismissing, ‘and destroymg each other.. Both: nonvrolence’f

* radically against the very basis of the predommant worl

" processes for _meetings and the ‘accomplishment “of tasks‘_

- theory and’ practrce of nonvxolence St\ll much remams to be"
. done. - -

A feminist/nonviolent phrlosophy of - power holds great
: srgmfrcance for creating an alternative sor:ral order—-one that

+

is more just and lovmg Socral systems we can envrslon asf
bemg radically different include health care, the educatronal

l, system,, child-rearing, the’ workplace :and. purpose ‘of work,

nerghborhood development, the\role of science, to mentlon
just a few. :

Feminism and nonv1olence are both deeply conceme,,,r
about and committed to process. Just as feminists have. long
insisted that the way we do our work and live our lives is at-
least, if not. more, .important than the goals ‘we _aftain,
nonviolent activists ‘have historically maintained and acted
upon the thesis that be means used. determines the end
obtamed Or, in other words, we. cannot- create a. lo 'ng,'f
caring, - ‘cooperative global society by _ climbing over, .

and feminism act against, oppressnon, both pit themsel

view which'seeks to_objectify, quantlfy and.control. - .
By emphasizing that socialization into distinct sex roles is a -

'deep seated cause of violence, by pointing out all the subtle

and not-so-subtle’ forms of male domination that used
glossed over, by’ insisting on decentralized; non-hierarchical

feminists have’ already made significant contributions fc

Femmrsts correctly mamtam that the personal is p

but sometimes the truth of this statement weighs too heavrly
. in favor. of the personal. Many feminists, however,

made the connections between personal and state violence. .
We can see.that socialization into distinct sex roles Teads; for:,,
example, to rape, battery, pornography, and low paying jobs
for women. We can also see that the same socxahzatron

t contnbutrons to the fermmst effort to lmk our person

wrth larger polrtrcal rssues

1mplement one wrthout the other.: Or maybe it's “more -
accurate to say that’ ferninism ‘and nonv1olence offer two
ways “of approachmg the same reahty Both emphas' : :
“our lrberatron consnsts in affrrmmg “I-am; w1th0u m
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another the Other.” (Mary Daly, Beyond God: the Father)

To assert “I am” without objectifying the opponent strikes at -
the basic assumption of the world view  which ' makes

‘domination and ‘oppression’ possible, ‘which ‘makes the
manipulation of persons as if they were quantifiable objects

possible. .In this respect, and speakmg generally, ‘women
have somethtng of an advantage over men. For the most -

part, women have been socialized to recognize and consider
others,

reality from a. dlfferent direction in that it tries to perfect the

ways we can engage in conﬂlct to nght wrong' behavxor and :
th ’ :

rape reve tton and rape cnsls work supportlng the Equalj
nghts Amendment, etc.

2: Peace orgamzahons “with trad
patterns need to change: Most nonvtotent activists give’ th

service ‘to the 1deals of temtmsm ‘However, this often tends
to 1ing | hollow because we have barely begun the difficult tast
: in nonv1olent.

rootmg ‘out ‘male pnvxlege—~even
orga» zations. To accomplish' this requires more than men
rehnqmshmg posmons of } power (though that s‘a good start')

‘and _now women: are also. recognizing and
con51dermg ourselves, ‘Nonviolence: comes. at this same
“women’s issue,” pointing out how the huge milita
" consumes human.and rnaterial résources: ‘which: wi

. trammg, cleanmg up the env1ronment efc”

5. We can work togethier to challenge mllttary te uxtment"h S
' and the draft on the basxs that the mlhtary mentahty ~-and,'ﬂ

i nal male leadershlp

It eans creatmg new ways:

. are more intuitive, less hterarchtcal maybe even less rational.

It also means: creating and. strengthemng support_systems’
ranging from shared ‘childcare to women’s; lesbian and’gay’
programs and caucuses. It means building community.

3. Peace groups and femxmsts .can and should wotk

break tradmonal sex role” expectatlons and encourage ’
nonvtolent conﬂtct resolutlon .
4. We can work together to make mlhtary spendmg a

better used to' meet human needs: health care; chxld care AV]Ob R

that the mlhtary dehumamzes soIdters as it trams them to N

‘dehumanize others, and the methods used in. 0ot carp are

de51gned to mampulate people on the basis of their: sexual‘

' insecurity: We can work together to’ populanze the faet that -

women. being in the mlhtary does not mean increased oppor-
tunity, but rather further oppression. Last ‘but'not least, we: .
can work together to deepen the understandmg that the way
male children are’ usually- brought “up cnpples them

. emotionally and teaches dominant and aggressive “attitudes

and “behaviors which : preparé “themn “to~ accept’ without
questton thelr a551gned role as’ soldlers to kil and be killed.
: e —-Heien chhalowski ,

Slsters for Femlmsm and Non-Vlolence

“Many religious orders’ of women were founded to bring -
about hu an nghts tor those who were powerless in thenr

a Disarmament Statement as follows e
”We ‘the Congregation of St. Joseph’ of Peace an’intér-

national Commumty, pubhcly declare ‘our resistanice to the_ -
productlon' and deponment of all nuctear and other ,

urgent‘work of educatmg ourselves and others to ‘the

jus freedom and mntuahty m all areas of 11fe

w1sh confhct away On the contrary, they deal thh

We are commztted to encouragmg and assxstmg in the :

" attracted even the atten "qn of the FBI who col e
R portfoho on the Catholi 3

subordlnatlon in human relatlonshtps and to- bnng ‘about -

differences in creative fashion using dialogue, dlscussmn
resistance at times, and persuasion as the norm in settlmg
conflict—and " not" threatens of vxolence force or’
power—military-or otherwise. - :

To effectar lly hberatmg change actton rnust begm thh

empty ntual ‘when it was not accompamed by\]ust deeds.
Judith Dwyer termed it a “costly silence” to refuse a'call to
peace action. Dorothy ‘Day began everythmg she said and’

' d1d thh the 1mphclt conv1ctton that ore person can mdeed; -

ptophetic ‘acts’ (

Whether it's worklng‘ ith' battere
t p

is possxble

a Former Prestdent of Ststers of St Joseph of Peace - k

F’eminismy?’and Non:violence.
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Contradlctlons Between Femmlst Anger and

Non-Vlolent Practrce

\
M ix radlcal femlmsm with a commxtment to nonvxolence

and what do you get? Ultlmately one should get a -

revolutionary .process. that would turn the patriarchy. into

pea soup, but in the current state of affalrs the two mix like

oil and water.

- The . basic tenets of apphed nonvrolence hold vast
relevance for women’s self-defense alternatives. This will be -

a well kept secret, however, unless its advocates ‘can

- convince feminists that nonviolent techniques’ ‘will not -

compromise , women’s rage and strength. Frankly, most

feminists are skeptlcal of nonviolence, or what i is 1nterpreted -

as nonviolence, and for understandable reasons
Around. the world women are waging a life and death

R _.struggle agamst the random and ‘institutionalized violence .
airned at us. As feminists we view with absolute ah}lon’ence ‘

the old advice regardmg rape, to “relax and enjoy it,” or the

equwalent police warning that women who fight back risk
death in tHe struggle with a rapist. Thank goodness we are

reacting to these’ mlsogymst myths In- explormg the
- boundaries of our new strength and in vowing to end our

- victimization, ‘wamen are.rejecting anything and everything
that smells of passivity. And, God knows, the nonviolence

~ movement_ has long fought the bad PR that casts'it as a
phllosophy for the squeamnsh » :

ing “violence”

In p&n‘se to thosefwh,o
any serious struggle,

never be executed b ward
- say. that -violence -is neces:
' Barbara Deming suggests th
, ‘word vxolence -the  word

al and uncompromising

reﬁx ‘non,” the .

ne could substitute for the Ny

‘ words Wthh could« Just as/well describe nonviolent

" actions. Joan Baez llkewnse has stated that Gandh1 s term

satyagraha" (translated as “truth - force”) is far - ‘more

appealmg than the term “nonviolence” because the word'
“force” suggests aggressive and active behavior; though m,

this case motivated by truth rather than muscle:
Unfortunately the i image of- nonvrolence contmues 'to be

confused with passxvxty ‘and "so " has - been’ consxdered»‘

equivalent to submission. When I 'told a friend that I was
writing a book on, nonv1olent self-defense tactics for women,
she smlrked and saxd ‘“What do you recommend

prayer?’ :

One problem here is that the focus of nonwolent litera-'

ture has beert almost entirely on mter-group conflicts. Very
little has been written "about ~ employing - nonviolent
techmques in- day-to-day life. “So, ‘though ‘many of -the -

techmques are -applicable to- personal self-defense, the
connections have not yet been made and are not’ accessrble '

- to women seeking this mformatxon We are left then with' the

assumption that if we “don’t advocate the mamal arts’
approach, we are in effect advocatmg passive, “victim

behavior, Nonvxolence remains a shadowy third alternative,
highly suspect to many, about which very llttle of practtcal
use to women is actually known.’

; Heretrc in Both Camps

In . advocating .nonviolent -self-defense tactlcs
consc1ously afraid ‘that "I will -be ‘rejected by - the two
movements with which I identify. I am concerned on the one
hand that I'll be rejected by the. advocates of nonviolence. for

.

Iam‘

my.rage.and bitterness and my inability to feel compassion -

for the rapist. Some of my friends have falsely assumed that]
am committed to nonviolence for the sake of the oppressor.
Ideally there should be: truth to this. Ideally I would refuse to
" harden my heart as the rapist has hardened his. But in reality
this is not yet true for me..This has been a problem for others
who have considered nonviolence, as- evidenced by - Gene
Sharp’s statement in_ The POllthS of Nonmolent Action..
“When understood as.a requirement for nonviolent action

(rather than a helpful refinement), the demand for ‘fove’ for -

- peaple who have. done ‘cruel- thmgs may. turn people who
are justifiably bitter and, unable to. love their opponents

- toward. violence, as"the - techmque most consistent w1th,

bitterness and hatred.” . -

-On'the other hand; I am afrald l’ll be-. re]ected by my,
feminist sisters, especially those who advocate: the martial

" arts, for. my insistence that: preparatlon only for physical
counter-attack leaves’ women still at the dlsadvantage In.

. splte «of good -intentions, some_segments. of the femmlst }

‘self-confidence”. to - the vsole

movement have.. relegated
" domain of the martial arts. But the confrdence that women
. learn. in: the _martial arts .can and must be learned as a
defense measure apart from the martial arts. because masses

of women will never step foot inside a martxal arts class: We

all- share-the need for self- defense but we. dont all share the

~ desire or-opportunity to become. mvolved in the martial arts.

We cannot afford to .narrow our range of know~how and ‘

deéfense tactics. We need to examme all optrons

Women's Encampment Handbook -
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Redefmmg Vlctory ‘ s

One place to start is in- rescuing the ider
characteristics of “victory” from the patriarchal dictionary.
Traditional . western concepts .of victory are very
: ;tanglble— the opponent is visibly defeated: knocked out cold,
: 'bleedmg from the nose, staggering away with black eyes or
worse. [t is assumed that the victor will suffer least m the
confrontation and the loser will suffer more.

Thrs response to conflrcts isa famlhar temptation to most
of us. When I'am full of anger or tired, my 1mmedrate
~ response to confrontatxon is a desire to hurt back. | imagine

" I'd like to pumsh men who terrorize women, who terrorize -

me. Some days I walk down the street just wrshmg a man
“would try to “mess with me” so that | could teach ‘him a

“jesson. “Success” measured in cost to the’ opponent is .
; immediately dramatrc and satisfying. Revenge is sweet.’
Victory is seeing my molestor my harrasser my raplst .

X castrated humiliated, pumshed -
‘But nonvrolence would presumably deny us even the
: ‘fantasxzed revenge that is so emotlonally satlsfymg ‘As Judith
,Stemem ‘wrote in the introduction toher ‘book Nonviolent
‘Power in nonvrolent contflict resolution “success is measured
by what the resrster actually gains and not by what he costs
his opponent.” (An example of this would be a woman who
successfully talks a rapist out of rape, in which case she has
been. ‘successful in resisting attack but has not hurt the
“would-be attacker) This type . of “victory” may seem
strangely empty -without the traditional exponent “of
revengeful hurting back. '
- I had an experience in a park with a harasser who
persistently shouted “Big Tits” at me and taunted me with

graphic descriptions of tl: is fantasies. I commitfed myself t6
T

“dealing ‘with in an unthreatened and unthreatening ‘way
-and eventually “hit on" the right combination of -verbal
~ defenses that turned him away. And though I felt strong and
was grateful to be unharmed, I was not really sure of my

' accompllshment Had he intended to force me to leave the -

- park'with him? I know that what happened was not what he
‘had in‘mind but 'l never kriow just what he was expecting. |
later began to wonder if thére had been a threat there at all.

"~ The problem here is that the skill of averting a dangerous -

, :»si‘ma’tipn before-the-danger has been manifested and without
using physical counter-violence seems rather unsatisfying in

these days when women desire- a show ot strength. The . -

“victory” is elusive. This is not a criticism of nonviolence as
- much as it is-a’ question of how. 1o answer- a- desire’ to hurt
' back Our rage‘, nust be taken senously

Barbara Deming addressed women'’s fear of nonvrolence ,

Py know that many women are: leery of

, of course, expected.

té y :yes lost ourselves ;

' ,Non-Vylolence Dr erent fo‘ Women

be dlfferent from nonviolence for men.” She urges-women,
for eéxample, to. learn aggressiveness, in contrast to the

traditional assumption that’ nonviolent persons need to

;overcome aggressweness

-encounter *, wa
, ‘self defense ‘we will have to be alert to-this.

Sncludes that “nonwolence for women may .

chapter on moral jiu-jitsu (in The Power of Nonmolence) he

" argues that if an attacked person abandons the traditional

procedure of counter-vxolence ‘and meets the ‘opponent

instead with a fearless, calmi and steady attitude,’ the .

attacker (who would be more at ease with' physncal combat)
wilt be thrown off bala d become startled and inse re.

" The attacked  person’ theri has the advantage and can use

the lever of wnsdom to “subclue the rough dnrect force of his -
opponent o -
“Though thls is the key tononviolent self- defense there are
problems of interp etatxon ‘when applying this to Women’s .
needs. The refusal of 2 o use -violence;: when: the

-victim is'a woman, may be percewed .as her inability to use

violence' and thus may téinforce- the assumption’ thatthe -

‘woman'is powerless Women are chosen as victims primarily .
because itis taken for granted that we will not—resist: How -

‘‘can ‘We convey (m
'resxstance'?

short tlme) that we are actmg in -

- Another problem nonvnolent wormnen’ face is that;polrce

- often base ' their-response ‘and description’ of ‘an attacked

woman on whether she looks as if she struggled with the -
attacker. Presumably a physical struggle‘is proof that the
“unwelcome. In' promoting nonvxolent

‘One" of thy fears. is that I'll> be  attacked and “hot be
successful in- defending myself w himy: nonvxolent tactlcs .

“trying” carries the image of physically fighting back, Thisisa
perversion ‘of the old guilt often experienced by raped

" ‘women that they didn’t-do enough to resist it.

"Passivity in the face of attack is.the worst option; but the
martial arts offers an option for a very limited number of
women. There are other alternatives: We must:concentrate

* on. what ‘will work best for us:I believe that nonvrolence
" holds the key: The task of those advocating nonviolenceis to

answer the contradictions. that miake feminists' leery; clarify

Cits apphcabillty ‘to a Tape ‘situation, and examme the old. .-

assumptlons that hmde ts accep‘tance“

. becAlIzster
reprmted from Wl Magazme Apr 26 1979 ;
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| ;fWhy a Women s Peace Camp"

he Womens Peace Encampment grew out of the
TGIobal Feminist Drsarmament Conference in June
-1982; -the Encampment is to be an act of sxsterhood in
support . of women at Greenham Common Seeds. for
. believing.in the effectiveness of such actaons were planted at
Greenham- Common;. and. with. ‘the Women’s Pentagon
Action; and with Women’s Strike for Peace, and- at. the

-Seneca Falls Women'’s Rights Conventzon and with women

~‘throughout time who have chosen to act. This time women

.. are-choosing to act for an end to violence against the Earth;

.and against the deployment of Cruise. and Pershing 1I
. missiles; agamst the nuclear mentality.

N —Bett% Shulman

.together—a spirit and joy that is quite differen ‘from. the
energy, often posztwe, that can be generated from wormen
-\-‘,and men coming together.

" ‘among women and out from women when . ihey come

This special energy. flow comes, perhaps jrom the

,communal “expression of.the feelings of care and. concern
* that every .woman carries in her, but that are most often

- expressed at the individual level, where they. must compete

~with, ‘:and- , -are ruled by, - dominant - values such - as
-~ competition, “might {s right,” possession, etc. In addition, an
‘all-women space allows women the safety to feel the anger
:-towards male dommatzon-m all its. expressrons——that is
" inside us. We are more easily able to move beyond anger
because there are no representatwes of the source of that

A:»anger among us.. . " e

-~ “Women: need ‘occasions" such as the Womens Peace
_:Camp to share this safe; joyous energy in order to- affirm our

“‘pelief in-and hope for a future and. the possxbxltty of living

- peacefully together.

- For these, and other reasons an all women ’s peace camp
_.is an-essential part of .the struggle. against militarism .and
-sexism, Activities’ involving .women and men ‘are Just as
= essentxal fot dxfferent reasons

/ -—Helen Dune :
. ylfm 64-years-o‘ y me my father,,dxed I
- Jistened to_him ¢ and over “What do
.you, know y own marriage
of 35 years, | “what do you
_ think?” and" lways. disagrees
. with me even e a.long time

_;smart 1 can b

i« I‘my heart, that-as
‘onsciousness: about
"no.longer preserve life
the unthinkable. like the
“un to do. l dont know.

_women ‘we hcwe to
our ties to this “Patriarck
. on earth. We .may -have
Women'’s camp at Comi
_ But now, for this time

to be by ourselves w ‘vh

“Anyhow even if we complam all summer, 1

. for one sure don’t want to hear some man’s voice saying
" “Oh, you wonten, you're all like, always complaining!”

o Lo " —Joan Durant

There isa umque, strong and beautzful energy that ﬂows‘

“these (our -own. culture and xdentxty)

- We dont thmk that women have a spectal role in the

peace movement because we are naturally more peaceful

__mare protectlve, or more vulnerable than | men. Nor do we
-look to women as Earth Mothers who will save the ‘planet

from male aggression. Rather, we belxeve that it is thzs very

_ division that makes the horrors of war posstble The so-called

masculine, manly qualztxes of toughness, ‘dominance, not

" showing emotion or admitting dependence can be seen as

the driving force behind war; but they depend on’ women
playing the opposite (but not equal) role, in which the caring

. qudlities_are assoczated with mfenorxty and powerlessness

So women’s role in peacemaking should not be conciliatory

* but assertive, breaking out of our role, forcing men to accept

women’s 1deas and organization, forcing them to do thelr
own caring. Women have for too long provided the mirrors
in which men see their aggression as an heroic quality, and

‘themselves magnified larger than life. Nuclear technology.is -
_ built on the arrogance and confidence of mastery (over

nature as well as women) which this has fed.
) —Keepmg the Peace p.23

To me, 1t is a vast statement that no longer wxll women sit

,back and allow men to make the decxsrons alone whrch
- affect the éntire globe.

' -—Rebecca Lmsner

An action of thxs length thhout men. allows for

créativity and a community unique within the American

peace networks with the: possibility of a totally new direction

emerging from the acknowledgement of women’s
experience. c .

- —Terry Faatz
You mxght say that women’s culture and women’s politics

have had the same fate and history .as (that of) other

colonized peoples, and now we. must give expressxon to

~j—Ver'a Williams
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er: been used for conﬂxct resolution. =~
o S -—Helene Aylon

- Throughout ourstory, desprte penod”s of
men have generally been the ones to go
swords,: ‘tanks and- philosophies, to bring

tomen, generally, , have stood back,

/ay han before Not necessanly the intent

¥ —Barbara Reale

I have had the dream that women would at last be the
“ones to truly expenment wrth nonviolent struggle, discover

Cits full force
' fBarbara Deming

o

ﬁroughout h:story, in all the worlds wamng, femmlst l

S, They learn hopefully, to be stronger .
: challenge it. And challenge it in a way the
‘of. a non- exploxtatwe, non authontarlan non- sextstr '
‘non-armed future. ., N

‘ourselves. But I think there’s a deep dszerence between-

affirming this as:a necessity for a time and making the

metaphyszcal statement that for all the time to come. men-are’
fated to be what they are now under patnarchy

i —Barbara Demmg

‘, My fantasy 1s that a group of women and men will decxde =
that it is crucidl t6 make th 'connectrons between femmzsm :
and mzlltartsm and that the most effectwe way to do that isa~
women-only actron ‘

‘ V—Carol Baum

must be wxllmg to .
ffirms our vision

" Al those who feel the effects of violer

It is said that when an oppressed and frustrated group e
begins " to have  hope;’ th“ anything " can " happen. 'As
evidenced by’ the Women Pentagon Action, Greenham
Common and many acti ke them, wOm’en 'and‘all those
who withdraw their cooperatron are begmmng to have hope o

_This spirit can only help energize the whole movement for"

peace and soczal just:ce T o
' e ~f—Su§an Pme_s

Speciesism

, humanity’s ‘domindtion of nature, which has resulted in
' the ecologrcal crisis. It includes speciesism, the belief that
’ thmans are’ supenor to other animals.
S ~ : ‘—JoanL Gnscom

The dommahon of nature by humans has led to
‘poisoning and paving :quer the beautiful® earth ‘and the
. threat of nuclear holocaust. Domination of other species has

‘led+toextinction of various ‘animals and -enslavement of

“others. 1 feel this tragedy in my gut.

- I'suffer with the dogs, cats and other ammals sub)ected fo.

,electnc :shock, irradiation, chemical poisoning and other
‘painful procedures-in: research labs. 1 suffer with the calf
;separated from his. mother after one day and- sentenced to
-spend hls,short hfe in a cramped stall—w1thout exercise: (so

or drilling; both the
- 'nations-and ‘péople anc
- others. Jeave. litt ¢.room:for wrld creatures '
; Just  as'l delight- in- the drversrty of people (so many
,drfferent colors facral vanenes, customs personalmes, etc), 1

'dehght in the drversnty of non human lammals pla and’

other life forms. As I see mére and more: ammals driven to - »
the brink of extinction - {the blue: whale, _the: wolf, -the

- American bald eagle and. on- and on) Tfeel a wrenchmg o

grlef
My emotions and thoughts arein harmony on thrs issue of

- animal rights, I find faulty logic.in. the bellef that humans.are
¢ i hgence, some - .

superior to. other ‘animals
researchers regard the inte
equal t@ or superior
by Joan: Mclntyre:).
“earth wisdom” than

» of whales.and dolphiins as -
Minids in'the Waters, edited-
'ny‘ 'her ammals have more;-

Y vism - s
“ If you warit to. learn more’ and work agamst speciesism,

‘read Animal ‘Liberation “by - Peter - Singer* and " contact
. Mobrhzatlon for Ammals, PO"» 1679 Columbus, OH 43216 .
- ’ —-Lmda DeStefano.‘ o

... ‘Ferinism and Non-viclence -
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~ln the three yeadrs since the Conference on Women and".

Life on Earth, in'the wake of Three Mile Tsland, the eco-
feminist movement has grown and moved outward.

The Conference grew out of hope and fear—out of fear

t,for life and the awesome powers of destructxon arrayed

against it and out of hope—a hope for women s power to

- résist and create. .

We are both a beginning and a contmuatlon We are a_
begitining for this decade but we continue the work of the

many brave and visionary women who have gone before us.
There was Ellen Swallow, the founder. of ecological science.
There was Rachel Carson, who wrote Silent Spring twenty

_years -ago sounding @ warning about chemigals and
pesticides which was not heeded until years lat r"? There:

.. were the women of the Women’s Strike for: Peace and the
ban the bomb movements of the fifties, mailing their babies’
teeth to Congressmen as'a remmder of future’ geherahons

- And'there are the brave women sc1entxsts who have spoken
out’ more recently” and the women who have been at the

" forefront” of anti-nuclear struggles, peace movements'

.struggles agamst toxic wastes and for- occupahonal health

" and safety. There are those who have helped us to imagine
"the world as it could be—artists, poets, writers, and dreamers

who have - given. us mew  visions- of culture, health,

_technology, community and politics: And there ‘are our - ‘
sisters the world over, with'us in the creahon of a planetary S

movement ‘We are shakmg the world.

: Qver ten years ago, this wave of the feminist movement

began. We said then that the “personal is political,” that the

denial of our selfhood was systemxc and polmcal that

. masculme soc1ety even had a name: patnarchy

‘notice a common birth - defect or - sickness ‘
- neighborhood. The coastlines are deteriorating, and the

Many more women now see their oppre551on as polmcal

'not individual. Over the past ten years women ‘have begun,

to rediscover our hnstory, and to name and work to" end
violence against women in all its forms, demand equal nghts

“the right of every woman to decide when and 1f to bear
'children, and to express her sexuahty freely ,
“But as we have gained in consciousness and numbers the
-devastation: of the planet has ac¢elerated. Every day brings
new disasters, some irrevocable: The story .of Love Canal .
- where a school and homes were ‘built on a hazardous waste

site is"a warning of things to-come. Three to six nuclear
bombs are produced each day. The Pentagon nuclear

~arsenal now numbers over 30,000 warheads and it is

growing. There are thousands of toxic waste dumps around
the country that won’t be discovered until observant women

Amazon forest, the source of much of the earth’s oxygen, is
being rapidly defoliated. Each day a whole species- of. life

“‘becomes extinct; never to.be seen again-on-this earth.: .

Eco-feminism is about connectedness and wholeness of
theory 'and practice. It asserts the: special strength ‘and

“integrity of every living thing. For us; the snail ‘darter is to be
~considered side by side with a: commumty s need:for water, -
. -the porpoise ‘side by 51de with .appétite - for-tuna; ‘and: .the
- ¢reatures it might fall on, over. skylab. We-are'a v
wxdentlﬁed ‘movement, and .we bélieve that we have spemal
~.workto-do in these imperiled times. Wé see ‘the devastation
.of the earth and her beings by the corporate warriors’ and the
- threat ‘of ‘niuclear anmhllatlon by the military. warriors-.as
feminist cohcerns: It is the same mascuhmst mentalify which
: would. deny. us. our right to 6ur own: bodies and: our own -
" sexuality;+ and < which.- dependS?
_dominance and state power to-have its way.

n; multlple systems of

+ We oppose war and we recogmze its terrible face when we

‘see-it, undeclared but all-atound-us. ' For to us -war jisthe’
‘violence “against .:woren in all-its forms—tape, battermg,
.economic exploitation and- mtxmxdatxon——and it is the.racist -
violence against indigenous ‘peoples here'in the U. S.-and
1around the world, and it is the violence against the earth.

o o —excerpted fromran article by Ynestra-King,
m Women and sze on Earth Tldmgs May 1981
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H ﬁ tory of Non-Vlolent Actlon

he use of nonwo]ence runs throughout hlstory There

| Have been’ numerous instances ‘of people. courageously
and-: nonv1olently ‘refusing - coopeartlon with. " injustice.

Howiever, ‘the fusion of organized mass striiggle and non--

violence is’ relatlvely new. That synthesis orginatéd largely

‘with-Moharidas Garidhi in- 1906 at the' onset of the South-
~ African campaign for- Indian rights. Lter; the: Indian strug-

gle for complete mdependence from the Bntxsh“Empnre in-

cluded a niimber of - spectatcular ‘nonvolent ‘¢dmpaigns. -
Perhaps the ‘most notable was the*year-long Salt campangnf
i which “100,000 Indians were Jalled for dehberately ;

v101atmg the Salt laws.

The militant campaign for women'’s suffrage in Biitain -

included a- variety of nonviolent tactics:such as boycotts,

" noncooperation, limited ‘property destruction, civil diso-
bedience, mass marches ‘and demonstranons, fllhl’]g the jaIIS '

and disruption of public ceremonies::

“The labor movementin‘this country has used non\nolence '
with ‘striking effectiveness in a number of instarices, such as
the Indusmal Workers of the World (IWW) free speech:
confrontations in ‘Spokane, San Diego, Fresno, etc.; the .
Congress of Industrial’ Orgamzatlons (CIO) sltdown strikes

' from 1935 through 1937 in auto plants and the UFW grape; :

and lettuce boyeotts. -~ .

Using mass nonviolent actlon the c1v1l rights: movement
changed the face of the South. The Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) mmated moderii nonv1olent action for’ cwxl‘ :
rights with sitins and a freedom ride in the 1940's, “The
successful 1956 Montgomery ‘bus boycott electrified the

- nation.- Then; the early: 71960’s exploded with nonviolent -

action: sit-ins at lunch counters arid other facilities, organized
by .the Student  Nonviolent Coordmatmg Committee .
{SNCC); Freedoin Rides to'the South orgamzed by CORE
the nonviolent battle against segregation in Birmingham,
Alabama, by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC); and. the 1963 March on Washmgton whlch drew;

© 250,000 participants.

‘Opponents- of the Viet Nam War emp[oyed the use of i
draft card burnings, draft file . destruction; mass
demonstrations (such. as the 500 000 who . tumed out.in .
1969 in Washmgton DC) sit-ins; blockmg induction centers,
draft and tax resistance, and the historic 1971 May. Day
traffic blocking in Washmgton DC in whlch‘ 13 000 people .

“were arrested

hfe affrrmmg acts of resist

o fo_undat:on for safety for all women at. the Camp,
partlc;pants m act:ons at th

“Our attltude w1ll be one of openness and res‘ :
“toward anyone we encounter.

ard anyorie \

t other than for ‘med

/;v

,,ﬁ.‘e“we Wln ke krV no. Weapons

" Guidelines for Non-Violent Action i

The Womens Peace Camp encourages creatwe h

; e e ' presence. of. .

. weapons-of destructxon at. the Seneca Army Depot,
" For' the purpose ‘of bwidmg ‘trust and a commond,‘

Depot agree to theiz

W‘? will not, engage in physwal o‘xy"verbal v1olence

- use any’drags or alcohol (to the‘,i -

+

.‘*\

' A}l mdlvxdual wormn women-doing -~ |
civil dlsobedlence arer aving support | -
people who will take: responmblhty,for ‘the . arrested
womens’ possessions, emotional support, contact, ball

etc.-when and if the women are’ de’(amed

eminism and Non-violence
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v‘ Creatrvrty and Non-Vlolent Actmn

in England would often go into fancy restaurants and start

- to give speeches to.unfriendly crowds about why women

-should have have suffrage, until they were carted off by the

“the. sea-illegally..
luncheonettes, confronting hostrle patrons and certam arrest

-

police. Thousands of Indians led by Gandhi made salt at
‘Blacks and whites “entered segregated

and beatmgs

The recent hrstory of mass crvrl dlsobedrence actlons in the
peace and anti-nuclear movements has consisted-gf;a good -
~ deal’ of . planning, mcludmg _non-violence - preparation,

formation. of- affinity groups, ‘support networks and large
outreach efforts. Some feel this has taken ‘some - of the

creativity and spontaneity out “of civil dxsobedrenée But it

~has made: it possible -for huge numbers of people to

. part1c1pate and msprred others to resrst

"~ demonstration- agairist
" . dressed up fike buildings- and sat in't
- expressing-the- absurdltv of saving property and destroying -
life: At arecent’action at the State Department against US.
intervention “in Central “America, - -people - wore-aprons -
. bearmg the names of ‘missing ot -killed: Salvadorans: People -
have been:arrested forclimbirig over makeshtft laddersonto -
nuclear -sites, for throwing-blood -on” “the walls ~of ‘the +*
Pentagon ‘and for planting trees‘on corporate property Al
these ~actions add to :the: drama ‘and defiance - of - civil -
disobedience, so when consrdermg what you. aﬁmrty group -
mrght do at the Seneca Army Depot use your xmagmatxon

Wrthm the context of these large achons, many groups
r have used their imaginations in planning protests. At the -
Women’s Pentagon Action in 1980 and 198], women ‘
“wove the entrances of the Pentagon shut with colorful yarn,

The police cut the yarn.as the women contmued to weave,
as the police grew weary they would arrest the women, often

others would pick up the yarn and continue. This action was,
inspired by the Spinsters- affinity group who wove at the
Vermont Yankee nuclear plant. They had a flyer. whrch read;”

We will meet, -all of us women of every land,
we will meet in the center, make a circle;

= we will'weave a worId web to entangle the

‘powers that bury our children. - -

. We, as life-givers; will not support any life threatenmg
L force. Nuclear madness ‘imminently endangers our-
.-children, ‘their future and the earth. On Monday,

. women will:be reweaving the. web of lee into the
’ sxte of Vermont Yankee r \

Thrs weavmg he

=

e Summer,chenarios -

What it means to be creatrve ina c1v1l dlsobedrence (CD) ‘ : AT

is best- 1]lustrated by examples from the past: CD.s as varred ST S
as the times, places, and issues it's been used for. Ttcan -

- occur spontaneously ‘as a. response,. to- an. unjust:situation-

: | non:violent. civil' drsobedxence action..- Wornet arek
or it-can takes months of planning and outreach. Suffragrsts ~

“Afflmty Groups

‘ as msprred others, mcludmg the women at;_
Greenham Common ‘

At the June 14 “Blockade the Bombmakers actron a
women’s. affinity group did a.slow motion ‘dance past:the _
police into‘the blocked-off area: at the U.S. Mission. At a
‘neutron bomb in NYC; people
the street carrying: signs

: for: thelr members Feelmgs of bemg lsolated or,

'penod of time; By generaung famxharxty and

k August 1 has ' [ j
_action at. the Seneca Army Depo . It will “include .

working on making this a creative and theatrical action -
with props, costumes and puppets Some of the ideas
are: having everyone dress as an endangered species;
bu1ldmg an alternative city; planting seeds and plahts, .
and showing examples of how the Depot can be |

~converted.- The layout of the Depot puts some .
limitations on what can be done. Blocking the gates s |-
an obvrous part of the action, but each affinity- groupis |

- encouraged. to be creative. Your ideas are needed to . |

- help make this a strong and powerful. protest agamst, i

* the Euromissiles. =" '

" There is also the hope that afhmty grovps wrll be, L
commrttmg civil disobedience actionis thvoughout the | :
summer. The Women’s. Encampment for a Futare of | .~
Peace and Justice, 145 Tremont St., Room 607, Bos- . |
ton, MA 02111 (617) 338- 6378 wrll be coordmatmgl/

.a calendar of actions planned. I you know your plans
in advance, contact them. There will be rion-violence .|
preparatlons in local communities and at the Encamp-: {.-
‘ment from which new affinity- groups will be formed. |-
-We expect many of the actions will grow spontaneous~ B
1y from women at the Encampment T

An affmrty group (AG) is usually composed of 5 15 -
people who have either been brought together at a -
preparahon in-non- -violence, by being in a local peace or -

* ‘womens group or other type of work; or just because theyre -

friends. In addition, many affinity groups choose to focus"

~‘around ‘a specific interest, issue or phllosophy such -as

lesbians, women healthcare workers, mothers or. Quaker :
women. Afflmty groups are the basrc decrsron-makmg body :
of an. action.. / SR :

Afhmty groups serve asa source ot support and sohdanty 2

structure reduces ‘the. possibility - of mﬁltratron"\

The concept of aff'mty groups ,5 no a new o sme
of’ the an. chrst

ubtquxtous form of ¢ organ tlon by people seekmg

 better world: what makes more sense than small grou‘ L

friends who ‘share an “affinity” wOrkmg together"

‘We hope in organizing for the Encampment, tt
affinity groups :will continue as polmcal/support
doing peacework and women ’s orgamzmg together

l‘ 40 o . T o * Wornen's Ericampment:HaridEookf” R
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- We feel that affinity groups should meet regularly, or at

least several times, before the action to build community in -

- the group, work on their process, plan-out a strategy; and
" have a good time being together. Group names and even
iden 'frcatron such as tshlrts or armbands can/help brmg a.

: an aﬂimty group can practrce therr achon strategy with other
AG’s vrsxt the‘ srte ahead of the action, do fun -raising if the

Stmply put pnncxples of untty ‘area set of startmg

‘agreéments for affinity groups. Every affinity group must
decide within itself how it will make decisions and what if
‘wants to.do. This process starts when the’ AG forms. If an
- affiriity group is forming to ‘take. part in an actron at ‘the”
Encampmient it will have to reach consensus on the
"Nonviolence. Gurdehnes Later it will decide what actions to
create andwhat legal stance to take. If a new petson asks to
join the a vmtty group, they can find out what the group
behevesm and what they plan to do, and decide if they can-

commltment to non»cooperatron for exampte, or to

Some .groups. asks that all members share a

non-violence as a way of llfe Others ‘might havef essz
sweeping agreements '

. A group cannot hope to reach consensus decnsrons
without having some ‘base of agreement. Once a basis is
agreed upon, working out the details of specific issues and~
actions is not-as difficult as one mrght expect, provrded that
there isa ermgness to go. along wtth a good 1dea even 1f itis
someone elses S :

: Roles Wrthm the Affmrty Group L
' —Facilitator(s), vibes-watchers. (see consensus sectron)
—Spokeswoman—to convey AG decrslons to B
" “supporters and other AG’s: i )
:—Media spokeswoman—represents your AG to the’ ‘
_-media. Be sure to tell. reporters you ‘are speakmg fori ;
your AG; only R A o L

It isa good 1dea to rotate the above funchons S0 that S
- -women have a chance to try out new skills and SO’ that o
no one gets bored ar left out, .

-+ Other functions, Wthh are. difficult. to rotate; are:
—Contact person—receives mformatton for the group
—Medic.- ‘

: —Support person(s) once you take on thlS responsr- 1 .

bxhty, you should see it through A 5

"It can be hard for you to decrde whether to do cml
disobedience or support. The support women are.a crucial
link in the affinity group. It can be difficult, tense work, but
the rewards in love and trust’ from the women’ you support
are great. Many women choose to do support work because
they can’t risk going to jail; ‘for financial, health, or emotional

reasons; but they want' to make rt possrble for other ‘women

to participaté in. the action.

Women doing support work shou]d be part of an affmity ;

group and go through nonviolence preparation either before
or after coming to the Encampment. Non- cooperatton Tegal
penalties, and hkely police strategies: are 1mportant for all
participants in an ‘action to be familiar with.

Support respon51brht1es mclude ‘

Before the Action

—»Know the” women n your group, by name and )

desctiption.

—Make a cdnfrdentral list wrth the followmg mformatron t'or :

¢ each woman: ‘ L
—name of arrestee .. L
., —name" used for arrest (i o

-Hold money for use in emergencxes and for barl 1f de51red
—Hold IDs for women who’ dont grve their names

, try to get hrs/ her badge number e

'After the Ac’non o

- August is so-that if women are arrested;ithey can have:the-
- support of the Encampment if. they are detained: We-may be . -
held in.a gym; or split up and taken to jails: around the area, .. -
We: may. ‘be:held on the base; Women: may need to: returnto .- -
the area later for trials. Support.them: by- attending court-
appearances wrrtmg letters, and visiting: them:if they are i

/Durmg the Actron ‘ AR UL

—Keep in‘touch with the protesters’ for as Iong as’ possrble
Keep track of changes in"strategy, location, ‘moralé; etc.*

~ —Be ready to follow police wagons or buses Smce w'q are

police, and it is‘unclear where we will be processed, try t to
follow. the’women ‘as. closely as-possible. Ask the’ “police
where arrestees are being taken. Try to” kno where the.
women. arg through the whole arrest process.’ .
—Note the activity of each women when she was arrested.' -
Watch andhote how she was treated by the’ arrestmg offlcer,‘

One of the reasons for schedulmg a ma)or actlon incear

from the ¢ outsrde Vrgrls outsrde the jail or court and press

. releases to. the . media can. also help the cause,” and put;f:

pressure on authontres to release women. L

N\on-Vi‘o]ent Action
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Consensus

onsensus does not mean that everyone thmks that the
sdécision made is necessarily the best dne: possrble, or

even that they are siire it will work. What it does mean is that

in-¢oming to'that decision, no one felt that her posrtron on‘
the ‘matter .was misunderstood -or ‘that it wasn’t given a

proper hearing. Hopefully, everyone will think it is the best
decision; this often ‘happens because, when it works,

. collective intelligence does come up w1th better solutrons.
than could md1v1duals Cleg o .

Forming the Consensus Proposals G
During discussion a proposal for a'decision: or course of

action is put forward. It is amended.and modified through -

mote discussion, or withdrawn if it seems to be &: dgg/d end.
During this discussion period it is important to artrculate

differences clearly. It is the responsibility-of those - who are -
having " trouble with a proposal to put torth altematrve'

suggestions. - L

The fundamental: nght of consensus is. for all people tobe -
* able to express themselves in:their own words and of their

own will. The fundamental responsrbrhty of consensus'is to

assure others. of their right to speak and be heard, Coercion -
and trade-offs are replaced :with creatrve alternatlves and

compromlse with synthesis..
When a proposal seems to be well understood by

everyone, and there are ne new changes asked for, the .
- . facilitator{s) can ask if there are any “objections or

reservations to it. If there are no objections, there can be a
call for consensus. If there are still no objections, then after a
moment of silence you have your decision. Once consensus

does appear to have been reached, it really. helps to have .
. someone. repeat the decision to the group o) everyone is .

clear on what has been decrded

Difficulties in. Reachmg Consensus -

If a decision has been reached, or is on. the verge of being.
reached that you cannot support, there are: several ways to
“express your objections: © . '
pport (“I dont seé the need for thrs, but I'Il go :

_ was on- the subject; or “does. nothmg i that is applicable.

Major philosophical or moral questions that will ‘come up

with each affinity group will have to be worked through as

soon as the qroup forms

V decrsron—maklng run’ siroothly. ‘The focxlrtator(s) aids ‘the
- group in ‘defining decisions that need to be made helpsf

" participants in a meeting shouild be aware of and involve

q cannot support thls or allow the group to (
t is immoral.” If a final - decxsxon vrolates;

Roles inﬂa Consensus Meetmg

them through the stages of reachmg an agreemen
the meetmg movmg, focuses dlscussmn to the pom ‘

,,,Facrhtators help to dlrect the process ‘of the meetmg:‘ not its

content They never make decisions for- the group If a
facilitator feels too emotionally involved in an ‘issue or
discussion-.and cannot remain neutral in behavror if not in

‘attitude, then she should ask’ someoneto take over the task

of facilitation for that .agenda item. -
‘A vzbes-watcher is someone besxdes the facrlrtator who'
watches. and comments on lndlvrdual and group feehngs
and patterns of partrcrpahon oo .
‘A recorder can take notes on the meetmg, especrally of .
decisions made and ‘means of implementation and a.
time- keeper keeps ‘things going on ‘schedule so that each
agenda itém- can be: covered in the time ‘allotted for it (1f '
diséussion runs ‘over the time for an item, the group may or
may not’ decide to contract tor mare time to finish up). =
“Even though:’ individuals  take on’ “these - roles,‘

the issues, process, and feelmgs of ‘the: group, and should“

smoothly and reach a decision. This is especrally true'wh
comes to finding compromise agreements to seemmgly
contradlctory posmons

Consensus ' 1
—Responsrbthtv Partlmpants are responsxble for K
.voicing their opinions, partrcxpatmg in the drscussxon, o3
and actively. 1mplementmg the agreen/rent :

- —Self-discipline: ‘Blocking consensus should only be -
done for principled oblectnons Obiect clearly, to the.

, ,pomt and without putdownsor.speeches. Part:crpateﬂ,;.
in finding an alternative solution. i
"~ Respect’ Respect others and ﬁ'trust them to ma

. Tesponsible input. ‘ e
-Cooperatron Look for as of agreement an,
common  ground  and’ blllld on. them. Avond .
competitive, right/wrong;" wm/lose thmkmg N
—Struggle: Use clear 'means of dlsagreement—no
‘putdowns Use disagreements and arguments to Jearn, -

" grow. and’ change Work hard to .build unity. in the. .|

- group, but not at the expense ot the mdrvrduals who s

- are its members Lo )

'

_Large Group Consensus

Itis sometimes difficult to. formulate proposals that can’ be :
consensed upon in a large droup; It-is “often helpful for-a
small ‘group. to formulate-a  proposal after -hearing” the:

- viewpoints of the. whole group Often'it is helpful for people

who have strong’ ‘opinions” of conflicting opinions to” be

L represented in:the small group. The proposal should xdeally

be written’ up beforehand—all should have trme to read and
think about it. '

Women's Encariipment Handbook -
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The large group is divided up randomly into small groups

-of 5-6:people. Small groups sit together, and relay clarifying
. questions through a spokesperson Questions are answered.
- A minute ortwo.of silence can help each 1nd1vrdual to think
about the proposal )A cOnsensus 'process: of 1denhfy1ng

~objectrons ‘concerns, ete. can’ continde on:-in the 'smalil

_~groups. . The whole _group  facilitators - can:. check for
; objectrons ~amendments;. etc. When “the group re-gathers
. concerns’ are stated and. recorded. - Changes are checked
. wrth the author of the: .proposal.- The ‘small group process

-.may need to be repeated several times before the group asa .

~whole can achreve consensus
The Role of Consensus Dunng an Actron
- Itis clear.that consensus is a time consuming achvrty Ttis

: therefore 1mportant for. affinity groups to- make - their

_fundamental: decisions prior to ‘going into  an “action:
~~Questrons such as; How do we respond to pollce actrvrty

BN

**desrgned to keep us away from' the s:te of the action?’ W hat

-dowe doif faced with'a provocateur in our group or outside -
. the action? ‘What.do. we do if the action’ changes focus or
-"scope at the last moment” are: best decided in advance...

. Inthe event that unplanned for circumstances arise in the

‘ mlddle of an action; a quick. decrsron making process needs

to be rmplemented by helps to have selected a facrhtator in

* advance. Obv:ously arecorder and a trme-keeper are not
- needed.

It will be the facrlntators duty 1o qulckly and succmctly :
artrculate the problem 16 be discussed and to eliminate those

points where agreement has already been reached. It is the
~ responsibility - of - everyone in "the ~group to. keep. the
- discussion to“a minimum (remember you'-may have to act

quickly). If your point has been made by someone else, there

" is o need to restate it. A calm approach and clear desire to
‘cometo an agreement quickly can help the process. Sh'ong
: ob]ectrons should be limrted to matters of prmcnple ’

VfConfront‘mg Authonty

Authonty is. defmed as. the rrght to command and to

enforce obedience,” Civil.disobedience ‘confronts that

:;defmmon with a belief that the individual ¢an arid should be,

empowered to act followmg her/his conscience regardless of
legislation. The officer confronting you, probably believes
that. might makes right, s/he is in charge, lawbreakers are
wrong, and that violence is an acceptable tool in- conflict
resolution. You probably believe something quite different.
- When two such different frames of reference encounter each

other,’ it's not: surprrsmg that - there " is” often. “aniger, fear, -
hostility, uncertamty, confusron and violence here can be

other responses: - creati v, B

solvmg and communication. You have'a‘great deal of power
jant the outcome to’be? How:

in the situation: What do ¢o
much energy will you put
right-answers, just honest, reali
“and the 'situation. Barr
though, you haveto w
thmgs you can, do. Thx

it? There aren’t'any wrong or

n . be:broken- clown First,
0 get,past them “There areé several

) : oidi ‘q :
huh” Calmly lrstemng does not. mean you agree ‘with what °

'c \assessments of. your-limits

'hot an absolute, 100% successful' :

Womens Peace Camp, Valkenburg, Holland Photo from
Fotografxe Reflex ’82 ”

ﬁthe person is saymg or that “he" won
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L don t lister first. If we really want to build.a better world—,
’ -non-violently— we have to accept that all of us will be living

on'it and somehow have to live together. If we make people ,

_into'the enemy, 1ts that much ‘harder to. work it out. .

4 Be aware of . how you come across. We often come
across as smug, arrogant, . self: nghteous, inflexible,

- aqqresswe :u reasonable, and mhuman If's ironic that those

Introduce yourself, ask for the- officer’s name. Try to get
"’beyond the roles of “protestor” and “official.”
°5. Maintain’ commumcahon ‘We. often assume that
" somethmg is obvnous when in fact it is not. Support people in
_an affinity group can say to’ offxcers ‘these are non-violent
“people, they won't hurt you.’ " Those risking arrest can say
. what they are domg ~“I'm-going to. walk through: here now,
‘won'’t hurt you;” 1 remember once being violently .grabbed,
“choked and - held by the .neck..while - the. o%mer was
screammg into my face “sit-down, sit down' 1 kept saying
“you're hurting me, I won’t hurt you, please let go” over and
‘over, looking right at him. Suddenly he stopped yelling,
looked right back, shuddered, let go and said “rg sorry, I'm
~sorry; please sit down,” touched me threq times on both
shoulders @nd backed.away. He was terrified—first, I think,
of me and then of his’ own violence. ‘
6. Consciously try not to- let things escalate. Take a deep
: breath {ordive things in your head before saying them
of the image you present,: non- verbal
our-emotions. . -
: repared for less than perfection. In splte of your
_best efforts, the officer may not want to respond to you; be
Very hostlle or violent. Thmk through beforehand how you’ll‘

3. Try to fmd common _areas. This won't happen if we
- communication and change over the long run.

are the same labels we often “give to, the “authorities” -

authorities can change' their . conceptions . of “you
situation, and (maybe!) the issues. The most: important {

- that we're: all 1mperfect humans Good luckl e

respond. Role—playmg can be extremely helpful.::

. Most of these ideas are for that scariest. confrontat:on' one
to one in a civil disobedience action. There:are other things
you can:do, if you're comfortable with' them, to bu1ld

1. Have as much contact.with officialdom before an event‘
as you feel good about {people often have' a valid fear.of

. being co-opted before and event and so minimize ‘contact).

Meeting officers in non-confrontive situations (church town
meeting, community event, etc.) can help fater. :

2. Have individuals ora small’group of people who w1ll
initiate contact with officers. at .an. event by going over,
introducing. themselves, ~answering duestions, : explammg
what affinity groups are, how decisions are made: This wards
off the seemingly inevitable “Who’s in charge here?” People
who used to be'in the service or: who have worked-iwith

‘bureaucracies a lot can often be very good at this.

3.. Build .in things . to .prevent: violent ‘behavior:
non-wolence preparation for participants, non-violence as a
ground rule of the action and publicized as ‘such, legal

‘observers at the action, media present, supporters taking
_photographs, community meetings before or after an action.

to address the concerns of residents; employees and setvice.
people, and making the cxvxl dnsobedlence part of a planneéd

" campaign.

The personal here is truly political. How you deal with the
he
ings-
areto do only what you're comfortable: with- and. remember -

R —-Kath Buffmgton‘

«Non-Cooperatlon

'is ‘bemg included so’ that each - person who
"ates ‘in"the’ actions this summer..as part of the:
~has an ‘understanding of -why people
" We do- not ‘expect that each protester will
e-for both personal' ynd pol:t:cal reasons

we're arrested we'll be taken to the courts and jails.
Hampermg our removal - and ' refusing to - assist “these
.. institutions in:‘their protection of "the Depot is. work -of

First Women ’s Pentagon Actzon January: l
by ElIen Shub SR ;

lnestlmable value Noncooperatlon 1mpedes our removal

N
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‘and prolongs our abilify to accomplish our. goals of stopping
the violent business-as-usual ‘of our targets. We. become
great burdens to.the- courts ‘and jails and the status quo
becomes more difficult and costly to. protect

~One way of refusing tc. participate in arrest and detentron
is: by going limp. A"decision to' go limp is a decision to
fapproach the arrest situation. with peaceful resistance-and.
may-
‘between the demonstrators and arresting officer, largely
because one of the two people is being dragged: along the
ground, and one is struggling to carry the- other ‘Although
very common, even goin mp is not an easy way 1o
-noncooperate; we are forcing the police to either join'us or
-carry usaway. We, frequently fmd ourselves’ bemg carried or
fdragged by an; angry pohc' pathetlc to ‘our

they are camed m
'restramed The pe

bookmg process and through .court appearances, it may
continue through the entire time of one’s detention. This
mlght involve a refusal to’ walk; to eat, to-clean oneself and

‘one’s- surroundmgs lt may even lead pnson ottlcrals to» ’

food and no hqurd except water, or perhaps fruit.juice.. While
 from. food can be uncomfortable and eventually
g from alt, food and hquxd can be extremely

¢ q "
.damage and. senous dehydratron Usually authontles
h personis who are

that assrgns
categomzes and spies.-Upon them  and that punishes

‘involve ", drscomfort and strained commumcatlon; .

Phyércal noncooperatlon may be’ sustamed through the-

otherform of noncooperatlon is. fastmg——takmg no

nal records to people that o

- .people by social security. num

- facilitate both, their processing:
files about us.. The:very fact that. we.may be’privileged.
,enough to have jobs and perhaps be ushered in and out:of . -
.the jails more pohtely and: efflcrently than ‘other “criminals” is
Tsomethmg that some of us: are

p]anmng to change

,;encourage them. to

;noncooperators,v and they are havxng a grea lmpac

message: that none of us shoul be:s gled' out'»-we’vll’a*éﬂJéhe
doing this again and aQam

Many ' nonviolent -activists; however acting: thh ‘the

.openness: and - confidence . that - characterizes and .
,strengthens nonvxolent action; do not choose to hide: their i
" identities. They may still noncooperate,
“to reveal an address, or by refusin

however byrefusing =
‘promise to return for.” S
trial; increasing the burden on the courts to quickly deal with
us and :enhancing our sohdarrty and strength as people
working togethier, filling the jails.. g .
‘Many. activists also choose‘to-resist the codrhcatron of ~
,.The quesnons we are
e ment are means to |
us and therr preparatron of

asked about backgroun

i hng to take advantage‘

duress Successful 'ir

would all do well, for ourselves and for the movement, to- -~ - =’
prepare ourselves to cooperate less ‘with the. government ' B

orgamzers and repeat offenders more strenuous]y It re]ays a

\Jon"” 1olen'tActron '

N

- the courts that protect it, and the )axls they put usin.
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’ S ince no scenarios have yet been decxded on for our
actions, this section of the handbook will nge an over-

. view of possible charges and consequences for actions taken

on or within' the' boundaries of a military base, as well as

* general information about'dealing with the legal system from.,
~within. When scenarios-are ‘decided on addmonal mforma- :

_tion- (if needed)- will be prov1ded

Our approach to the legal system is'up to us We retam as -

“‘much. power .as  we  refuse: to - relmqmsh to the
. government— cxty, ‘state- ot federal.

* The ‘criminal “justice” system functions to- ahenate and
isolate the accused’individual, to' destroy' one’s power and
purposefulness and to weave a web of confusion and
‘mystification "around any - legal - proceedmgs.x If -we are
‘well-prepared for our contact with this system, we .can limit
the effect it has upon us, both personally and politically. 1t is
extremely important that we be firmly rooteq in our own
spirit and purposes, our commitment to one afother, and
the history and tradition of social struggle of which we are a
"part. We should try to-maintain our nonviolent attitude of
honesty and directness while dealmg with law enforcement

 officers and the courts. Nonviolent actron draws its strength -
: from .open confrontatron and noncooperatron, not from

'steps toward. freemg the world of nuclear terror,’ .
The federal authorities may ry a number of 1nt1m1datxon

- tactics as a way of breakmg up commumcanon and solidarity
among demonstrators. At a recent action (March; '83) that
over 800 people took part in at Vandenburg Air Force Base
in California, -authorities tried everything to intimidate the
*250 demonstrators that were arrested. Individuals who were
seen. as ‘leaders’ were quckly singled out and put info
* solitary confmement Many ‘were also left -in" handcuffs
overmght not given blankets, sanitary needs. were-ignored,
and so on.
. authormes response to mass non-cooperation, which inspite
" of their response was still very effective, but 'much of it was
an experiment with how much intimidation it would take to

B break- sohdanty Tt is important that we be prepared for this

‘sort of treatment, and that we develop ways to’ maintain Gur

o sohdanty and support’ of one another Solrdanty cannot be

“broken’ by co rts, j (‘
- fast to it, itis ours. "

The decxsrons that“we’ ‘make are’ polrtlcal not legal The
o reactxon of the- government 1o what we are domg, to what

; l, We can have quite an
ourt, and during

. of our nonvrolent opposmon‘to nuclear deployment as
everythmg that ’comes efore the arrest e

. ‘blood, WomensPentagon Actzon Nouember 1981 Phor(

..Some. of this treatment was the ' federal - _by Ellen Shub.*

-'mtlrtary, Naval “or “Coast. Guard- reservatzon

Possrble Charges, Consequences , :
- Any illegal act committed by a:civilian on, or wrthm the

-property limits of a military ‘base is"a federal ‘offense. 2

federal offenise is one committed on. federal (govemment‘
"property (as opposed to state property) and means we' “wil
‘be dealt with by federal authorities. We will also be sub)ect te
harsher penaltles than wunder State laws. :

Heidi Dauzs -arrésted or defacmg goveriment prope ty

el

, 1 Ban and’ Bar letters For the fxrst trme offenders a
Seneca Army Depot the most likely result for entry anto the
base (to blockade or sing or dance. ..} is being given a lette:
barring 'you from reentry onto the base. The - ‘process-fo
‘teceiving: the letter will fikely be much the same as an arres
*(see arrest procedure) in that vou will be’ detamed for a shor
while of the base, questloned and'so on; and then releaséc
with a bar letter, having no official charges filed: ’agarn you
,Although this has been the response ‘to past acti

B Senega Army Depot, as well as many other mlhtary bases g

is ‘important not to' count on it because, as we kno th<
decisions of the authérities are most often arbitrary ones.
2. Entry or reentry onto a military base. A Misdemeano

- (see definition later on). This chargé comes under’ sectior

. 1382 of the. U S: criminal code, title 18 and reads as foll' v
Whoever, wathm the jurisdiction ‘of the U. S. goes upon'a
for ™ am
_purpose prohrbzted by the Iaw or’ lawful regulatron o
whoever re-enters or. found wlthm any sucl

46 R ‘ anienfsl'Encampmenl'Handboo’k 7
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~reservatxon

dollars and/or 6 months in jail.

ever, many first time offenders were charged under this

‘section: :The jail sentence for other actions have usually’ been \’

‘relatively short' (3 to 45 days) but at tlmes have béen' harsh
36 months) S

3. Malicious Mlschxef Comes under secttons 1361 thru_
1364 of the U.S. criminal code but only sections 1361 and

ions pertam to depredatron or destructton ,
vernment property : -

a. Sectron 1361: Whoever wrllfully m]ures or co" hmits
W depredatto .agamst any property of . the US: s
ect, if dama ge does not exceed 100 dollars, to a fme of

Arrest Procedure S ' -

; Although there wrl] probably be state and or local pollce
around during an actlon, we are within the jurisdiction of the
‘ _.authormes including Federal Marshals and Military

; wrll’ be arrested by them unless‘

uthorities are legally reqmred to order you. to :
warnmg you that if you do not tyou wrll be .

important that we are aware of our nghts and of the proper
procedures : T

after havmg been removed therefrom by any -
officer or person in command is subject to a maximum fine
t past demonstrations on military bases this charge has

-been most often’ given to people who reentered after havmg'
¢ “e\d aBar letter. At the most recent Bandenburg action, .

the base for prehmmary processing. You wrll be’ asked your
, d :

,’1363 ap‘ ly to any possxble action that we mrght take. Thesek

- age or any addmonal mfo_
.personal decrsron dep

'detentron “The authorrtxes wrll tmd 1t dlfflcult to ]
‘. they do not know who you are, but they

‘you are cooperating (please read. non-c

of us we may spread between these place'

'}thrs time. You may also be strrpsearched

(ROR)

’ country Experrence has show' 4

'\the pohce as'a reference so that the pohce can venfy who
you are. {The local coritact person should be mtormed that

charged wrth
defmmons)

Once you are arrested you will most lxkely be taken onto

Once prelxmmary processmg lS fmrs

you wxll elther be released thh'a Ban

pollce station. Smce no ‘arrests have occurred at’ Seneca
Army Depot that have gone byond gettmg a Bar letter it is ..

Processmg will contmue at the pohce st

.Onte processing is completed and assummg ’:you are.

' cooperating, the police (or a judge if-you. ‘are-given_a “bail

hearing at this time) will either- 1ssue a Desk Appearance ‘
Ticket (DAT) or set barl R e o

The DAT constrtutes a release on your '
recogmzance sub)ect to an xmplred promrse ;

decndmg whether to release you On your oW :

staged dozens of h

Non-! olent Action k
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. have ‘the money- you go free; if you dont, you sit in jail,
whether you_are. inriocent or gurlty of the charges’ before,
you. Bail solidarity is the attempt by as many people as
_possible ! to refuse to pay bail or accept ROR ‘until it is offered

to everyone (mcludmg orgamzers repeat offenders and"»

you are using her/him as yourreference, so that th’ey\unll N
reachable that day.) We do not think that out-of-staters wrll{

be handled dlfferently from others. -

-Non-cooperators or people refusing, or unable to pay bail,

if it is set, will be'held:in jail until brought before a Federal

Magrstrate or Judge for arraignment. This must be ‘done.
within 72 hours. It is likely that if you-are being held that you .
will be taken to Syracuse, where the federal court is for that
: dlstrrct and where there isa more * “secure’ )a11 o

Arraignment

The arraignment is an appearance before a )udge where a

plea is entered. You are entitled to be represented by a

lawyer. i you are destitute, the court is required to appor‘nt,
-one for you. (If you wish to retain private counsel, you can

request an adjournment to‘a later date to give you time to do

's0.). If you choose to represent youiself, you, should feel

some corifidence in your ability to articulate your ‘ébncerns

and  have some familiarity with the legal process . before

doing this. It is our hope that thrs handbook is providing such
familiarity, but you may want to have counsel assrstrng or
advising you.

It is possible that before you are asked to plead you will be
offered an ACD, an ACD can only be given by a judge if the

DA agrees not to prosecute and you agree to’ accept it. It

means your case is “adjourned for 6 months and
automatically. dropped at this time. ‘provided you are not
arrested ‘again during that time. If you are arrested, and the
courts know about it, this charge may be reactlvated and you

“may be contacted by the DA and given a trial date
If you are not offered an ACD or if you refuse it, you will -

be asked to plead. If you plead not guilty, a date: will be set
for your trial— You are entitled to ‘a jury trial.

If you plead no contest or guilty, the judge wrll sentence
- you. {A no contest plea can'be made in lieu of a gullty plea,

but it is the same as' a guilty plea. for the purposes of
sentencing)  The DA will make a recommendation on

sentencing. You can talk to the DA about this: this rs a.

further opportunity for you to’ explam the reasons for your
actions'and to ask for an uncondmonal release, suspended
sentence or hght sentence

,'Ball ROR and Pre-'l'rial Detention ‘; B

“At the arrargnment, the judge will decxde whether to set

bail, release you. on your own recognizance (ROR) or hold k
‘you pendmg trial (1f she/he cannot identify you). '
‘Bail is the most graphic example of the economlc \

discrimination which pervades ‘our judrcral system I you.

people. of color).

This will be hard to achleve if there are. many separate
arrargnment dates, It wrll be easier if protesters are. arrargned '
all at once -the “night or day after the protest. Perhaps -
solidarity can'be maintained with those with. whom one is in o

contact during the arralgnment Some people for. personal
medical, work or other reasons may choose to ball out.

Some' protesters “may ‘choose to refuse bail or ROR, .
because both are condmoned ona promrse to return for tnal

‘ -’(Norr-l.] S. ’:'Ciitvrz‘e"”ns?

. under a tounst or stude

k non-U S. crtrzens consrdermg takmg part

That ‘promise ‘is in turn condrtloned on’ ‘an 1mphed
acceptance of the authonty of the cnmmal )ustrce system to
arbitrate - guilt ‘or innocence. Protesters may demand
unconditonal release _Refusing to’ give | information
demanded by the. pohce or corrections’ offrcers or refusmg

| bail or ROR will result in pre-trial detention. This forces an’

immediate resolution of your confrontation” ‘with the legal
system; it avoides lengthy and continuing entanglement with
the court system. (These effects of noncooperation may be
taken as sufficient reason to noncooperate There are strong.
moral reasons, ‘reasons of conscience and integrity, as well as
pohtrcal reasons—e.g. opposition to ‘the courts and jails that
protect the nuclear industry, opposrtron o fall courts and
jails—that motivates many noncooperato ese i 1ssues can
be discussed in. nonvrolence preparatlon
affinity group) ) ;

.The CD commrttee recommends that blockaders make a
commrtment to “bail solidarity." We de onstrate our
commitment ; ng‘wrth ‘the-
bail systems ‘easy out” for those who can afford. it. The
campaign leaves the: decision to individuals and affmrty'
groups to determme whether or not to mamtam, solrdanty
wrth noncooperators ' '

1 you are not a U:S citizet ‘and

fy' es yo ¢
stay m thrs country, the greater the p0551hrlrty hat your _gh :

~
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‘ ‘Minors /Youthful Offenders

If.you are under 16, your case”wrll be handled in Famlly '

' Court You will be released into the custody of your parent

- of "legal -guardian. You may need ' a. notarized - form
authonzmg a particular person who will be present at
processing as your-guardian. (Get details on this from your
trainers. Please take responsibility for yourself—-thxs cannot
be left to support people to do for you) »

- H-you are age.16-19 and this is your first arrest the ]udge
‘must -grant 'you Youthful Offender (“Y.0.”) :status. This
negates. your: conviction- if youplead -guilty of are found
guilty. Your record w1ll be sealed when the case is over.

\ 'l'rials ] . , .
" You are reqmred to appear in court on the tnal date whlch

. has been set.-You eftectlvely promrsed to return when you

‘paid. bail or accepted release on your own recognizance.
Your return or failure to return reflects on yourself and the

jt ‘ courta \mllmgness to’ grant such releases to " other
efendants in the future or cause. the court to question our
,dedlcatxon or courage. .

“Failuire to appear will lead toa bench warrant bemg issued
tor your arrest and forfeiture of your bond (if you put up
'bond mstead of bail)..

It is . extremely important that people. handle all the
partlculars ‘of their trials themselves, if they choose to. go
ahead’ with. trials. All too often we have seen that some
demonstrators. expect somebody else to, fo]low up. on thelr

important thing is to remember that' you have chorc
“system teaches us'to think that there is only one way ‘of
" doing anything, but it is our questlomng that brough us to

collective mtegnty of our polmcal movement. It may affect

represented by counsel is often a "'ilahle‘ ‘Youi shotld speak
to women who have reépresented themselves The most
,}‘The

cxvxl disobedience in the first place. " ,
“In November of 1980, ‘as part of ‘the frrst Womens o

' .- Pentagon Action-one woman chose to sing. her “defense

She sang-Malvina ‘Reynolds’ “It Isn’t Nlce to Block he
Doorway She was found guﬂty -

When arrested whlle makmg a statement throug

. “an_act.of civil disobedience, I prefer to’ go: Proiise

i [represent muyself] because of 1 the control it gives: &

- the courtroom. It means that | am a . woman-in charge.,v .

~-.of my-life. and ‘responsible for- my decxsxons and

~-behavior, and that I am pprepared for the results of m

* action, Using a lawyer means that | must sit quietly and*

humbly through. specious legal arrangements over. my-. .

- behavior and the proper punishment. for it It means ~

~ that-I.am like a child ‘with parents.arguing. about my -

- naughtiness and what to do about it so that will “learn ..

- alesson” or “will have learned a.lesson.” I'should add,
however, that having a lawyer around to-advise and, :

explam potentlally complicated issues.is helpful: © .+

‘ , ~—Catherme de Laubenfels ..

TRy PR .. .arrested at ' -

Women s Pentagon Action. 1980 1981{1_‘:

“an accu t,e plcture of what we can- expect ln th

- We do encourage women to: become as tamrhar Wit the .
. legal mformatxon as p0551ble and to try to be as self su, 1c1ent
as you can. -

The decxsron to- .go to tnal isa polmcal one: You‘ :
keep in mmd what it is.we are trying to achieve and evaluate‘* ‘

\ N whether your trial will further these: goals: when making’ thxsi,

decision. K ep in mind. that courts are conservative torums

“for social change. You must.be very creative if you are to’
 fnake any headway af all; even then, the cards are stacked

heavily against you. Most tmportant the. decrston 1o go. to:

trial involves a commitment by you: of your time-and energy.: . -

The actions of the government and the. courts, especially . -
in cases likg these, are motivated at least as much by political
factors as; by the techmcalmes of the statutes and court rules.

,t e’antl-nuclear movement has seen 01

we cannot promlse thls as our work is strll 'm the-early”
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| Domg Tlme

» risk jail for one’s convictions. This risk is deemed less
serious than the consequences of compl1c1ty in a wrongor
danger, or the concession of a matter of conscience. The risk

ut it is important that all who undertake such an
action do so responsrbly, having ' given thought ‘to the
possible consequences and prepared psychologncally for the
possibility of jail.

dJails are rotten places, they are houses of misery. No

‘matter how “progressive” and “modern” they may claim to
be, they:are- afl founded -on overt or implied violence, the

, demal of. individual dignity and decency, and a basic

msensmwty to the value of human life. They are simply ohe
inevitable link in a social chain that includes. psvelty, social

private wealth is based, which -achieves its perfectron in-the
massive organized violence of nuclear technology., :

- The'experience of jail can provide a useful introduction to

the underside of American- Justrce and what is knowrt as
“The:- Amem,an Way of Life.” "As such, it is propably an
- -expetienice atleast as necessary to.a well rounded education
“as‘any time spent in a university (and it costs less): It is a side

of life that- is expenenced by millions and yet ‘remains

‘ generally hidden and invisible to most of us.

- For jail is-a kind of home for the | poor. This is not to say its. .

resrdents have broken - no. laws—though many, simply

 awaiting trial, ‘have been convicted of nothing. The point is

that the bail system, the determination of sentences, and the
‘central respect given to property béefore human life in our
court _system, - discriminate against the poor. The very
‘definitions of crime in our society select against those crimes
committed by the poor. Therefore it is-possible to say that

peoplesit-in jail less for a‘charge on which they are arrested

than because. they could not afford to pay afine; to raise bail; :
" to hire a better lawyer; because they have no property to

Generally 'speaking, jail 1mpovenshes them further, people
'are not improved by the experience. "
* «Forthose who {and there asa consequence of conscrous

arger ‘possibility for reflection and education. What is

Any act of crvrl dlsobedlence 1mphes the willingriess to’

of 1arl in any particular action may be’ relatrvely great or .

alienation, unemployment, and the organized theft:on which

- poor in this society” and have to. wait for,
" unemployment lines, courts and innumerable

~ of this. And because they are human beings this knowledge
tends to have a bad effect on them. Long expo

_mortgage-‘or influential friends to guarantee their bond:

hemrtg' spmtual and- pohtrcal COﬂVlCtlonS Though rt',",
not! be courted rmprudently, lt is- somethmg that must

oice. ‘That knowledge can-make the dlfference :
tis otherwrse a thoroughly miserable situation -

'an provrde you, “when the ttme comes, wrth a.

1t at1 n to the demands of authonty and of one’s own -
However, no onein ]all for affxrmmg her or: his

R exactly can you expect?’ Jarls drffer as’ to partrcular .
= condm ns, regulahons and: pnvxleges allowed Yet; ]alls are

enough ahke that it is possxble to make “some rough .
generalrzatlons '
You.can expect. overcrowdmg, whrch ‘means’ frustratmg

and irritating levels of noise and distraction;, little. personal
space or privacy, scant regard forcleanliness. You must
exercise patience, consideration and discipline to preserve -
peace and sanity. It will be difficult to -sleep, there will:be
blaring radios and TV's; slamming bars; and loud arguments,
which may-make you ‘irritable and short-tempered. ‘Learn
to watch for this in others and try to respect their need for
space. Time will be distorted. Days will slip by but each hour
will seem like eternity. Food will be starchy and dull (dont

" expect vegetarian menus).’ You and several other prrsoners

will be locked up most of the dayin a cell contalnmg only a
toilet, sink and a few buriks.

You may be issued a uniform. In that case Your: clothes
will be confiscated along with all your other belongings. You
can expect a complete strip search, possibly including ;
and vaginal examination for contraband, which will b the
first of many other casual assaults on"your drgmty ;

You will learn to wait, for a phorie call, a shower, a meal
the answer to a question, the time of day: The granting of thev
simplest courtesy, privileges or rights will be’ subject to the -
arbitrary whim of a particular guard trying to teach yc o
behave, submit, obey. This can become:’ bormg and

_exhaustinig. You will experience what it is like to'be enﬁ’rely,

subject to impersonal regulations and arbitrary. and senseless
demands. In this you will also realize ‘what it means to be :

bureaucrats - tor whom the poor” must endlessly present
themselves.
“The guards have a great deal of power and they are aware

whether as a prlsoner or a guard, tends to have'a’ corrosxve
effect on one’s confidence in' human nature and goodness
and the guards are vrctrms of thrs as well The j

rehabrlrtatron supplantmg pe onal responsrbﬂlty v
thoughtless obedience and’ submissior, You u t
to indulge them in their exalted self-i rmage Keep expectmg ,
that they should act with respect and' ‘compassion: and .you. .
may be surprrsed wrth the: results Perhaps §
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No distinction is likely to be made between you and other
prisoners. You can expect to be treated as everyone else,
though sometimes prison authorities will cater to groups of
demonstrators to create tension and resentment in the other
prisoners. Though you should always (with discretion) be
prepared to explain the politics and principles behind your
arrest, don’t expect that you are entitled to special privileges
and treatment not extended to other prisoners. On the other
hand, just because your body is detained doesn’t mean
you’ve got to turn in your conscience and convictions along
with your other belongings. Whether in jail or on the
“outside,” the freedom we enjoy is always the freedom we
claim for ourselves. Being under lock and key does not
deprive you of your essential freedom as long as you
continue to insist on your power to say “yes”’ and “no”
within the limits of whatever situation you find yourself. It
was your commitment to make decisions for yourself about
what you should and shouldn’t do that landed you in jail in
the first place, and it remains a good principle to live by, even
in jail.

You might prepare yourself in advance by trying to
consider just what you are willing to consent to and where

Photo by Ellen Shub.

you would draw the line. Each person must answer this
personally. One choice is to withhold consent from your
imprisonment altogether, declining to voluntarily eat, walk,
or obey commands. Or perhaps you are more selective,
refusing to work or submit to rectal searches, conditions or
commands that you feel are unjust or humiliating. In general,
it is very difficult for the authorities to take your dignity from
you. They prefer that you give it to them. At that point, they
have succeeded in their ultimate goal, erecting an interior jail
within you.

There are other symbolic forms of resistance, refusing to
walk yourself into your cell and be your own jailor, fasting
from some or all meals. Of course, you should be aware of
the consequences of such “bad behavior”: these may
involve the withholding of privileges, the denial of “good
time,” or some form of isolation. In light of this, it may seem
more sensible to just “do your time” and get it over with.

Actually, you may find that doing time is easier when you
continue to insist, in some small way, on doing your thinking
for yourself. You will find in the end that you're stronger
leaving jail than when you entered. You'll need that strength
for the outside. After all, our work will still be ahead of us.

Non-Violent Action
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