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The Scholar & Feminist Conference

For half of a century, The Scholar
and Feminist Conference has provided a
mutually galvanizing space for scholars,
activists, and artists to confront the
most pressing issues at any given moment.
Defining scholarship as for action from the
very beginning, the conference has with
unflageing regularity “met the moment®
with intersectional feminist knowledge
to dinspire and build a robust response
to contemporary crises. In many ways,
the conference has grown up alongside
academic feminism itself, yet, rather than
uncritically mirror this history, it has
consistently pushed back against feminism®s
institutionalization. The conference
highlights ©provocations, controversies,
foundational gaps, and struggles that
both cement its field-forming position and
trouble a feminist progress narrative.

The conference’s history of meeting the
moment with a vigorous feminist response
provides a toolkit for understanding the
present. This year, it asks: what are
feminist responses to the global rise
of authoritarianism and fascism, white
Christian mnationalism, ethnic cleansing
and colonial violence, attacks on higher
education and academic freedom, and assaults
on queer and trans rights?
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Which practices of solidarity and
feminist arts of transformation can mobilize
resistance, provide sustenance, and produce
social change? What can we learn from moments
in our past, and how do they serve as a
springboard for action today?
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The Scholar & Feminist Conference

Friday., February 27

10:00 a.m.
Welcome by Rebecca Jordan-Young

10:30 a.m. - 42:00 p.m.

Meeting the Moment: BCRW Directors on Defending
Feminist Knowledge

Leslie Calman, FElizabeth Castelli, Janet Jakobsen,
Rebecca Jordan-Young, Temma Kaplan, Premilla Nadasen,
Catharine R. Stimpson

12:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Lunch (Lower Level Lobby, Diana Center)
Introductory remarks by Jean Howard

1:30 - 3:00 p.m.

Protectionist Feminism and its Legacies: From the Sex
Wars to Carceral Feminism

Flizabeth Bernstein, Lisa Duggan, Greta LaFleur,
Sophie Lewis, Lila Abu-Luhgod, Amber Musser

3:45 - 4:45 p.m.

The University in/and Crisis

Abigail Boggs, Nick Mitchell, C. Riley Snorton,
Thenmozhi Soundararajan, Anupama Rao, Maya Wind

4:45 - 5:30 p.m.
Break and refreshments (James Room, 4th Floor,
Barnard Hall)

5:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.
Performance by Toshi Reagon and BIGLovely (LeFrak
Theater, Barnard Hall)
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Read the full
program online:

Saturday, February 28

10:00 a.m.
Welcome

410:30 a.m. - 42:00 p.m.

Transnational Feminist Perspectives on Survival,
Solidarity, and Transformation

Zahra Ali, Sa’ed Atshan, Manijenh Moradian, Catherine
Sameh, Fvren Savci, Neferti X. M. Tadiar

12:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Lunch (Lower Level Lobby, Diana Center)

41:30 - 3:00 p.m.

How We Write Black Feminism Now

Tina Campt, Fdwidge Danticat, Alexis Pauline Gumbs,
Satdiya Hartman, Jacqueline Woodson

3:45 pem. — 4:45 p.m.
Keynote by Judith Butler
with an introduction by Jack Halberstam

5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Reception (James Room, 4th Floor, Barnard Hall)
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ASL Interpretation Map
Live ASL interpretation will be provided All panels are located in the Event Oval. The
by Brandon Kazen-Maddox of Body Language pverformance and receptions are located in
Productions and DB-TIP (DeafBlind Barnard Hall.

Training, Interpreting and Professional
Development). If you have questions about
accessibility, please don’t hesitate to contact
a member of BCRW’s staff.

Broadway

Beteween Sessions

Weaving Dreams Exhibition: Showcases handmade
quilts and other textile artifacts by quilting
artist and Barnard Professor Kim F. Hall,
curated alongside pieces by her mother, Vera
P. Hall, and Barnard alum Carter Watts 25
(Milstein Lobby)

Futter Field

Bookstand by Word Up Community Bookshop: A
curated selection of books by conference
speakers and related authors, available for
browsing and purchase (Main Lobby, Diana Center)

Instagram
@thebcrw
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50 Years of Meeting the Moment

Welcoming nearly a thousand participants,
it created a space defined by collectivity,
accessibility, and shared inquiry. With
no keynote speakers, an entry fee of one
dollar, and free childcare, the conference
invited knowledge to circulate freely
among women. Crucially, when activists
from Columbia®s School of General Studies
urged organizers to include movement
voices alongside academic ones, the event
transformed from an academic meeting into
a new kind of feminist convening, one that
recognized knowledge as something produced
not only about women but by women through
lived experience and collective process.

This model took formal shape the following
year with the first official Scholar and
Feminist Conference, “Conflict, Compromise,
Creativity® (4974). Under the leadership of
Jane Gould and coordinated by Susan Sacks,
the conference established the premise
that would define the next flve decades:
feminist scholarship must be inseparable
from the work of social transformation.
Hundreds gathered 1in Barnard®s gym for
panels, followed by thirteen participatory
workshops, structures shaped by a
collaborative, consensus-driven planning
process that reflected feminist principles
in action. The questions posed at that
first meeting—about the impact of feminism
on scholarship and on participants® own
understandings of women®s lives—continue to
resonate today. In the pages that follow,
we highlight moments from this evolving
history, tracing how the Scholar and
Feminist Conference has continually %met the
moment®” while experimenting with new forms
of feminist knowledge-making, community-
building, and collective imagination.
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At the sixth
Scholar &
Feminist

conference,

“The Future

of Difference®

(4979) , Quandra
Prettyman gave a
workshop titled

“Visibility

and Difference:
Black Feminism
in History and

Literature.®



1980s

1980

19841
1982
1983

1984
1985
1986
1987

1988

1989

50 Years of Meeting the Moment

“Class, Race and Sex: Exploring
Contradictions, Affirming
Connections®

“The Dynamics of Control®
“Towards a Politics of Sexuality®

“The Question of Technology®
Temma Kaplan appointed Director

“Women and Resistance?®
“Women in Culture and Politics®
“Women®s Images and Politics®

“Women in the 24st Century: Looking
Forward and Looking Back®

“Motherhood Versus Sisterhood?®

“Women and Public Policy: Making the
Difference®
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The Scholar & Feminist Conference 1980s 50 Years of Meeting the Moment
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) g Conference, “Toward a Politics of

Sexuality,® became a flashpoint in
the feminist %sex wars®” when Barnard
administrators, under pressure

from antipornography activists,
confiscated 8,500 copies of its
program, the now-legendary Diary

of a Conference on Sexuality. The
resulting national controversy
underscored the conference®s
intellectual and political urgency,
as presentations by Gayle Rubin,
Hortense Spillers, Amber Hollibaugh,
Dorothy Allison, Esther Newton, and
others helped generate frameworks
that continue to shape feminist,
gender, and sexuality studies.
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Hortense
Spillers® essay
reframed the
1982 feminist
conference,
arguing Black
women® s sexuality
occupies the
interstices
of discourse.
She critiques
white feminist
assumptions and
calls for a new
Black feminist
grammar.
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Women in the 24st Century:

Looking Forward and Looking Back (4987)
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Organized by Temma Kaplan, “Women

in the 24st Century® exemplifies the

conference® s turn toward transnational,
intersectional feminist analysis,
bringing together thinkers and
organizers through workshops that
imagined feminist futures across

Sesa
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science,

law,

art,

disability studies,

literature,
student activism,

and global political economy.
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®“Apocalypse Now? Race and Gender in the
Nineties®

“Women, the Environment, and Grassroots
Movements®
Leslie Calman appointed Director

No conference

“Women as Change Makers: Building and
Using Political Power®

“Women, Work, and Family in a Changing
Economy®?

%Growing up Female®

%Qur Families: A Feminist Response to
the FPamily Value Debate®

No conference

“Women in Film: Images and Image
Makers®

#Single-sex Education: In the Public
Interest?”

No conference
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2000s

2000

2004

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2040

50 Years of Meeting the

“Next Wave Feminism: Feminist
Intersections and International
Alliances®

Janet Jakobsen appointed Director

%Models of Resistance: Conversations
Between Activists Across Generations?®”

“Public Sentiments: Memory, Trauma.,
History, Action®

“Why? Feminist Analyses of the State of
the World: How We Can Make a Difference?®

“Power & Representation in a Media-
Saturated Age”

30th Anniversary: “Past Controversies,
Present Challenges, Future Feminisms®

“EFngendering Justice: Women, Prisons,
and Change®

“Fashioning Citizenship: Gender and
Immigration®

“The State of Democracy: Gender and
Political Participation®

“The Politics of Reproduction: New
Technologies of Life®”

“Feminism and Climate Change®

Moment
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2040s

2040

204141

20412

2043

20414

2045

2046

2047

20418

20419

50 Years of Meeting the Moment

“Feminism and Climate Change®

é“Movements: Politics, Performance,
and Disability®

“Vulnerability: The Human and the
Humanities®

«“Utopia®

“Locations of Learning:
Transnational Feminist Practices?

“Action on Education®
Tina Campt appointed Director

“Sustainabilities®

“Haptic Bodies: Perception, Touch,
and the Ethics of Being®

“Subverting Surveillance:
Strategies to End State Violence®
Castelli appointed Director

“The Politics and Ethics of the
Archive®

34 / 80
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Dean Spade at the %¢they said in the name of
self-defense® : Technologies of Surveillance
and the Selling of the In/Security

State®” panel at “Subverting Surveillance:
Strategies to End State Violence® (2048)

32 / 80 338 / 50
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The Scholar & Feminist Conference 2040s 50 Years of Meeting the Moment

Performance curated, written,
and produced by Cara Page at
the 2048 conference “Subverting
Surveillance: Strategies to End
StateMVEiellenee®?

36 / 80 Sy 50
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2020s

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

50 Years of Meeting the Moment

“Climate Crisis, Climate Justice®
“Art & Political Imagination®”

“Living in Madness: Decolonization,
Creation, Healing®
Premilla Nadasen appointed Director

“Housing Justice/Housing Futures®
“Anti-Colonialism, Black

Radicalism, and Transnational
Feminism®

No conference
Rebecca Jordan-Young appointed
Director

50th S&F conference
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